THIS BOOK IS PRESENTED 
TO RHODES HOUSE LIBRARY 

BY 

Prof, R, McElroy. 





01 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



■ • 



* 

• 



4 



4 



Digitized by Google 




itized by Google 




Digitized by Googlc 



Digitized by Googlc 




Digitized by Google 



THE 

BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 

WITH 

THE OP££ATIONS 

•*AilMY OF OCCUPATION" 

FOR ONE MONTH. 



JAMES HENRY CARLETON, 

OAVTAZir IN TKB TIUBT &BOI1IBNT OF DSAOOOlTfl. 



NEW YORK: 

HARPER AND BROTHERS, 

Ko. 82 Clixt St&££T. 

1848. 



V f 

\ Digitized 



Eolend aoomduf to Afik of Congrest, in th« jmt 1818, 

Bt UaBPJBK AlfO BaOTHSM, 

In the ClMl*! Oflee of tho District Court of fbo fikNtthflni Dif- 

tria of Now York. 




Digitized by Gopgle 



• 



TO 

MAJOR-GENERAL ZACHART TATLOR 

XHIS ACCOUNT OF 

THE BATTLE OP liLENA VISTA 
IS BSSPBCTPVLLT 



Digitized by Googlc 



Digitized by Googlc 



PREFACE. 



It is due to those who are immediately 
interested in the accuracy of the following 
account, as well as to the historian who 
may hereafter consult it, to state what were 
the opportunities o£ the writer for knowing 
the truth. 

For two months before the battle of Bu-* 

ena Vista, he was stationed at or near the 
ground on which it was fought ; and, dur- 
ing this time, he was led, with others, to 
remark its strength as a military position. 

In the battle itself, the nature of the 
service he was called on to perform as com- 
mander of a company of dragoons, afforded 
opportunities of deliberate observation in 
many different parts of the scene, and en-» 
abled him sometimes to take notes of what 
was going on around him. 

For no less than eight months afterward, 

he was encamped on the same spot, and 
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had the best opportuoities of conferring 
with the different officers engaged, and of 
observing accurately the various localities. 

Hence arose his purpose of attempting a 
minute description of the battle, a pur- 
pose he began at once to execute under 
circumstances which seemed to invite him 
to the task, convinced as he was, that what 
had formed so interesting a part of his own 
experience and observation, would be re- 
garded hereafter as one of the important 
events in the military history of the coun- 



With all that fell under his personal no- 
tice, or was derived from minute inquiries of 
other officers immediately after the battle, 
he has combined the substance of what ap- 
peared in the official reports of both parties. 
To avoid doing injustice to the Mexicans, 
their reports are generally quoted at the 
foot of the page. 

To Brevet Brigadier-General Churchill, 
Inspector-General of the Army, he is in- 
debted for the minute report of tlie killed 
^d wounded, which is inserted in the 



try. 
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Appendix. Brevet Captain Sitgreaves, of 
the Corps of Topographical Engineers, has 
kindly furnished him with a Plan of the 
battle-ground, which was drawn leisurely 
from careful measurements, and may be re- 
lied upon as scientifically correct. 

The Map of the surrounding country has 
been sketched from notes made on the spot, 
and is sufficiently exact to give an idea of 
the different routes and positions having 
any relation to the battle. 

In the Appendix are given, beside the 
documents referred to in the text, several 
others, which seemed pertinent to the gen- 
eral subject of the book. 

With this statement of his opportunities 
of knowing, and of his inducements to 
describe, the details of the Battle of Buena 
Vista, the writer presents his narrative to 
the public, claiming for it only the consid- 
eration due to the fidelity and candor with 
wliicii he has attempted to compose it. 

J. H. O. 

Boston, July 4, 1848. 
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BATTLE 0:F EUENA YISTA. 



Th£ Battle of Buena Yista has now become 
the property of the ' Past. In our country's 
history, it stands beside that of Trenton, 
Saratoga, Yoiktown, Niagara, and New Or- 
leans ; but in many respects it niucli surpasses 
them alL Of the numerous triumphs of our 
arms, it is by far the greatest ; as a proof of 
American valor, it shines forth immeasurably 
the most glorious. That every individual may 
clearly understand how it was fought, and how 
won, nothing more is necessary than a sim- 
ple array of the facts, which constituted the 
elements, and characterized the movements, 
of the two armies on that occasion; which 
determined the various phases of their pro- 
tracted con^ct^ and which hnally secured 
the grand result, — a magnificent victory of 
the one over the other. 

It is the purpose of the following naziative 
I 
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to set forth, as completely as possible, those 
facts in their true light ; - to speak impartially 
of both sides ; m ilnc, to pass before the eye 
of the reader a panorama of the battle, with 
no other than its own fearful embeUishmmts. 

It was, without doubt, the original purpose 
of General Taylor, in the event of Santa 

Anna's marching from San Luis dc Potosl to 

attack him, to oiier battle at Agua Mueva, a 
hacienda twenty miles south of Saltillo, 

near which place he was then encamped, 
Accozdiingly, by the 10th of February, he 
had moved all his troops thither with the 
exception of Captain Webster's iiattery of two 
S4-pounder howitzers, — which was left to 
occupy a redoubt that our forces had erected 
on an eminence commanding the s^ptoaches 
to the City, — and a small battalion of riflemen, 
under Major Warren, of the Ir'irst Regiment of 
Illinois Yolunteers, to protect th^ d^pot of 
annnunition and provisions still renaaining 
behind. 

It was necessary to select some place foi; 
an encampineiit, where the ground would be 
sufficiently extensive and otherwise suitable 
for the instruction of the troops; where 
wood and water would be convenient ; and 
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where, if ciiciunstaaces should lequiie Jit, a 
battle might be fought to good advantage. 
Agua i^ueva possessed all these requisites in 
a greater degree than any other j^e ivithhi 
a liundred miles of Saltillo. Opposed to some 
strong reasons against it, as a position foar bat- 
tie, theve were many in its favor. The ene- 
my, in advancing upon the direct and great 
thoroughfare from San Luis de Potosi, had 
necessarily to approach by the hacienda La 
Encamacion. Thence to Agua Nueva, it was 
thirty-five miles through a desert ; a long 
and fatiguing march for any species of troops, 
but particularly for artillery and infantry, and 
without one drop of water for the whole 
distance, «~ the first to be found being en* 
tirely in our possession. Therefore, by main- 
taining that place, General Taylor would have 
the advantage of the enemy's disarray from 
a forced march, of his consequent fatigue, 
and, more than all, of the unfitness of his 
men and animals, from long-continued thirst, 
for inunediate battle; while, on the contrary, 
his own troops would be perfectly firesh, and 
prepared at all points to receive him. Besides, 
unless some spot should be chosen still farther 
in advance, it w^ better, when this was once 
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occupied; to maintaia it if possible, tliau to 
select one in the rear ^ because the fact of 
retiring on the approach of an enemy, even 
for a better position, would be calculated to 
exert a moral effect upon raw troops greatly to 
be dreaded, as it would cause them to lose 
confidence not only in their own strength, 
but in the sagacity, firmness, and hopes of 
their leader, and, on the other hand, would 
serve to inspire their antagonists with a more 
c^ted idea of their own prowess. 

These reasons for considering this spot as a 
very good one for a battle-ground were chiefly 
dependent on the supposition, that Santa Anna, 
if he came at all, would approach the Ameri- 
cans, encamped upon it, irom La Encamacion, 
by the direct road. Agua Nueva is situated at 
the southern extremity of the buautii'iil valley 
of La Encantada ; and there were two other 
routes, by which, with great exertions, he 
might enter it. On one, he could march to 
the right, by La Hedionda, and thereby gain 
Buena Vista in our rear ; and, on the otiier, he 
could pass to the left, by La Punta de Santa 
Elena, so as to attain the hacienda San Juau 
de la Yaqueria, which would likewise enable 
him to get possession of the road to Saltillo, 
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and obl^e our aimy to fight under the disad- 
vantage of having its communication entirely 
Qut oC These were contingenciesi and the 
only ones, which would render a change of 
position imperative. As a last resort, there* 
foie, to be detennined upon ani adopted 
according to the dispositions of the enemy, 
his strength, the description of his forces, and 
the manner of his approach, Greneral Taylor 
liad it in his power to move back, and take 
another ground, which, as early as the Decern** 
ber previous, General Wool had selected* as 
a most excellent one for battle, and which, 
under certain circumstances, would be greatly 
superior to that which the army then occupied. 
This latter point was the Pass of Buena Yxsta, 
six miles in front of Saltillo, and fourteen iu 
rear of Agua Nueva. 

The Pass of Buena Vista breaks through a 
chain of lofty mountains, which, running £rom 
east to west, divides the valley north of Sal- 
tiUo from the more elevated one of ha, En- 
cantada. It varies in width from a mile and 
a half to four miles; having the rancho of La 
Encantada at its southern and narrowest ex« 

* See AppendUt £• 
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tremity^ at the point where it debouches upon 
the j^ain in the valley of that name, and, at 
its northern extremity, the city of Saltillo, 
built immediately upon the side of the de* 

clivity by which it abruptly terminutcs, as 
with a step, or leap^ to the valley below the 
town. From La Eneantada a small stream of 
water finds its way through the Pass to Sal- 
tillo, and, although it keeps much nearer 
to the mountains on the western side, still 
affords room enough between their base and 
its bank for a fine belt of cultivated fields, 
which, with but few intervals, extends near- 
ly its whole length. The portion of the Pass 
east of the stream is elevated some sixty or 
seventy feet above that which lies to the 
west of it, and, being much broader, strikes 
tiie eye as an upper table, stretching with a 
very regular and gradual ascent to the base of 
the wall of mountains on that side. The road 
from SaltiUb to Agua Nueva, for the first, five 
miles, continues along this upper jdain to the 
point where is situated the hacienda San Juan 
de la Buena Yista,'^^ a cdleetion of adobe^ 

(A> The engrared Flaa of the Battle is referred to by 
letters aad figores. 

« A'dih^i IsrgQ biieks of day and 0trav» and 
•im-dried. 
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buildings, wUh roo£9 and wails of great 
thickness, and capable o( good defence againflt 
aiiy troops witkoiU artillery. This little vil- 
lage enjoys a commanding vieir, not <Hil7 
of the whole Pass, but of llie beautiful 
ranges of mountains which extend fxom Palo- 
mas and the Rinconada on toward Monclovdy 
and also of the valley of La Encantada, with, 
far to the southward, the lofty peak, of Cata* 
ti2L, toweniiir to the clouds in llic blue distance. 

For the next mile the road runs over a se- 
ries of dry barrancas, or rairines, which cross 
it diagonally from the mountains ou the left. 
It then descends to the lower lerel, where it 

follows a very narrow strip of laud lyiner be- 
tween the stream and several abrupt spurs of 
the upper table, which jut out upon it, and 
winch are separated from each other, at xmr 
equal intervals, by bonancas inuch broader 

and deeper t1;ian tlie fn'St, and parallel with 
them. Thence, onward, it winds gradually 
upward to the plain of La Entsantada. At 
the point where the lower level is first struck 
in going soothward, the strip of land between 
the first and highest spur and the perpendicu- 
lar bank of the stream^ is barely wide enough 
for the passage of the read* Tb«t ponil 



Digitized 



8 



BATTLE or BU£NA VISTA* 



is called La Anoostu&a,^^^ — The Narrows.'' 
Opposite, and in advance of it, the stream has 
worn a senes of deep channeis or guUies/^^ 
which form a perfect net-work, extending near- 
ly across the whole lower level to the moun- 
tains on the xight| and present in themselves 
a formidable obstacle to the progress of any 
species of troops whatever; being upwards 
of twenty feet in depth, with sides so pirecipi- 
tous as to prevent their being ascended, except 
at two narrow places, without the assistance 
of scaling-ladders.* Immediately to the left 
of La Angostura, a long point of land,^°^ 
which constitutes the first and highest spur, 
as Ijefoix? remarked, advances from the upper 
table and terminates bluff to the road, which, • 
towards the south, it commands for a great 
distance. Its sides are exceedingly steep, 
and its other extremity unites with a broad 
platcciu above, wliich continues back to the 
mountains. This plateau is over four 
hundred yards in width nearest the road, and 



« It ii the opinion oC Inspector-Genend ChnxchiU* 
who examined the ground eaxefdUy, that omlry end bi^ 
fuitry might hare eroBsed them, without much difficulty^ 
•t two points; yiz* one midway between the etreem and 
the mountains^ and the other near their baae* 
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some two hundred yards at its upper termi- 
nation. . In rear of it there is a deep la- 
Tine/'^ too precipitous for the passage of 
artillery, and very difficult for cavalry j in 
front, there is another,^°^ stiU deeper and 
more difficult; thence, all the way to La 
Encantada, the whole Pass to the left of the 
stream is a succession of alternate ridges 
and harcancas, wonderfully calculated to crip- 
ple the movements of cavalry and artillery, 
and to deprive inlantry of any advantage it 
might otherwise possess by superiority in 
numbers. La Angostura, the high ridge con- 
necting it with the plateau, and the plateau 
itself, being, therefore, the most easy' to be 
^ , defended by a bniall aimy against a large one, 
were selected as the positions to be occupied 
by ours, should the necessity of abandoning 
Agua ^ueva arise irom Santa Anna's bringing 
against us a force greatly superior in the first 
two arms just named, which could there 
operate with freedom and rapidity, but here 
would be nearly paralyzed. 

Between the 10th and the 20th of Feb* 

ruary, the time was diligently employed in 
reconnoitring the roads and approaches, and 
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in improving our troops m fell and disci-^ 
jAine, General Taylor placed the whole 
eamp^ and the instruction of the troops^ un- 
der the command and the direction of Gen- 
eral Wool, whose long experience, skill, and 
activity peculiarly fitted hini for that respon- 
sible and arduous duty; and estch day's mt' 
prorem&nt gave evidence of his mdefatiga'* 
ble exertions, as well as of the aptness and 
intelligence . of the vohinteezs who were 
taught under his superintendence. 

Every day brought fresh rumors of the 
appfoach of Santa Anna with an army whose 
numerical strength, compered with that of 
ours, was sufficient to cause all to feel that 
the coming struggle must be of the most 
sanguinary character. Every man, therefore, 
however htunble in rank, seemed to nerve 
himself for the contest, as if success de- 
pended on his individual efforts. The in- 
habitants of ' Saltillo, and even those of 
Monterey, began rapidly to desert those cities ; 
the few who were- friendly to us warning us 
of our miiiiiiient peril, and the many who 
were inimical wearing a look of insolent 
exultation at the prospect of our speedy 
destruction. Our guards, mght and day, 
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occupied every road and pass leading to our 
position, as veil as to the city in our rear ; 
and our patrols and spies were thrown far 
out into the country on eyery side* Still, 
until the SOth of February, nothing could 
be discovered that would serve to corrobo- 
rate the reports, which we were continually 
receivixig through the medium of the Mex- 
icans themselves, of the advance of their 
army. 

It was well known that General Minon, 
with a brigade consisting of SOOO of the 
choicest cavalry of the Republic, still hov- 
ered near us; his head-quarters for the 
most of the time being at the hacienda of 
Polo», some sixty miles in a southeasterly 
direction from Agua Nuera ; a point, from 
which he could easily hold communication, 
both with Santa Anna and with the citizens 
of Saltillo and the neighboring country ; 
with the former by large forces, li necessary, 
by a high road running by the way of La 
Encamacion, or by that of Matahuala to the 
south, and with the latter by spies, who 
could cross over the nionntains at almost 
any pomt, or pass through them by intricate 
defiles, of which we were' entirely ignorant. 
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On Saturday, the-20th of February, a strong 
leconhoitring party, consisting of two com-* 
pauies of the 1st Dragoons, two companies 
of the 2d Dragoons, a section of Wash- 
ington's Battery, 4th Artillery, undqr Lieu- 
tenant O'Brien, and a sufficient number of 
Tolmiteer cavalry to make in all a force of 
400 mounted men, — the whole commanded 
by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel May, of the 2d 
Dragoons, — was sent to the valley in which 
is situated the hacienda of Potosi, with a 
view, no% only to ascertain the preseiice of 
Minon's brigade, but likewise to discover, if 
possible, wheth^ the eneiny might not be 
advancing in force through that valley to- 
ward Paiomas Pass,* or approaching Buena 
Yista by the La* Hedionda route. 

Colonel May was ordered not to attack the 
enemy, but to avoid him, if possible,* the 
purpose of his march being solely that of 
observation. At the same time that he was 
sent in this direction, Major Benjamin McCul- 
loch, with a small party of Texan spies, was 

♦ By great exertions the Mexican army might have 
come through this Pass, and entered the yallcy north 
o£ Saltillo* . It is fair to say, however, Uiat majoj wko 
have examined this difficult defile m of a contnny 
opinion. See the Map of the country moimcl BueiiA 
Yista. 
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ordered towsurd La Encamacion, for a similar 

object. 

The rancho of La Hedionda and Uie , ha- 
cienda of Potosi ofe situated, respectively, on 

Ihe western and eastern sides of the same \ral- 
ley, and are about thirty miles distant from 
each other. Between them there extends, with- 
out any interruption, a level plain. At three 
o'clock in the afternoon, Colonel Hay arrived 
at La Hedionda^ and immediately sent out 
piquets in various directions^ to take a sweep- 
ing view of the whole valley. Ilaidly had he 
done sOy when signal-hres were hghted on 
several peaks to the right and left of his 
position, and a large one near the top of the 
towering mountain in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of Potos'i, the smoke of which could 
be seen at a great distance. Immense clouds 
of dust were soon afterwards observed to rise 
in the direction of the hacienda, indicating 
evidently the march of troops. To the left of 
La Iledionda, there is a lung range of hills 
shooting off into the valley, like a spin, from 
the chain of mountains which lies between 
Agua Nueva and that place, and stretching 
about half way across the plain* The clouds 
of dust appealed to be moving aiouud the 
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distant point of those hills from the right. 
Colonel May was aware that directly orer 
this range of hiilS| and only £ye miles distant, 
was aaother lancfaoy called Guachuehil, and 

that there passed by it a road from Potosi to 
Agua Nuevai which came into that over which 
he had just marched, midway from where he 
then was to the latter place. He therefore 
imagined that the clouds , of dost, which had 
moved around in the direction of Giiachiichil, 
were raised by General Mioon's brigadei on 
its march to get a position between him and 
our main army, for the purpose of intercepting 
his return. To be sure whether such was the 
fact, he directed Lieutcnaiit Sturgis, of the 
8d Dragoonsy with one man to accompany 
him, to proceed to the top of the range of hills 
before mentioned^ in order to reconnoitre the 
valley in the neighborhood of the rancho 
beyond. This uas at about five o'clock in 
the afteruoon; and, as the ascent was very 
difficult, it was nearly sunset before the Lieu- 
tenant arrived at the summit. No sooner had 
he done so, however, than his comrades at La 

Iledioiida heard a heavy volley of musketry 
at that point, and supposed he and the man 
with him had &llen into an ambtiscadei and 
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been sacrificed. Night setting in, and some 
of the piquets,, "^hich had, been expected to 
rctmii before dark, not havin^z: yet come brick, 
it was teamed that they, too, had met with a 
similar fate* These events led Colonel May . 
to believe that the enemy's troops, in consider- 
able fofoe, were very, hear him; but where 
they were exactly, and iii what numbers, he 
was wholly at a loss to determine. The 
peones at tiie rancho were exceedingly tmi< 
fied, and either could not, or would not, im- 
part any information on the subject.* Colonel 

May decided to stay where he was mitil morn- 
ing, and not to abandon the valley until he 
diould know definitely what had been the 
fate of the officers and men whom he had 
deteched. As he had no doubt he should be 
attacked during the night, he prepared at once 
for a vigorous , defence of his positiom Bales 
of cotton, which were foimd at the rancho in 
great abundance, were placed at each end of 
a street running through it ; and, at each tern* 

porary breastwork thus formed, Lieutenant 
O'&ien had one of his pieces. The men 
were dismounted to occupy the different build- 
ings and yards, while the horses were kept 
saddled and ready for any immediate service 
that cii'cumstances might require. 
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The long hours of watching and anxiety 

wore slowly away, and the unccrtauity, as 
to what had befallen the gallant fellows who 
were absent, filled ererjr heart with despon- 
dency.^ By nine o'clock, all the piquets had 
returned but one, of twelve men, commanded 
by Lieutenant Wood, of the 2d Dragoons ; 
but none of them had seen any thing of the 
enemy. As Lieutenant Wood and his party, 
and liieutenant Sturgis, if alive and at hberty, 
should have been back hours befcnre, there no 
longer remained a doubt but that they had 
either been destroyed or captured. 

It was past ten o'clock, when a man, 
dressed like one of the peones at the rancho, 
desired to speak with Colonel May. This 
man* communicated the important intelli- 
gence, that General Minon was not only 
within a short distance,t but that Santa Anna 
himself, with an army of 30,000 men, was 
at La Encamacion that morning, and would 

* A deserter from the regiment of Coraeeroif a native 
of Saltinop named EraneiaeaTaldifeSy passed over from lift 
Eacemaeion to the enemy, and gave ]iim Infonnatlon of 
the morement. The execrable treason of this in&mons 
wretch frustrated the best combinations." — Stmta Anna's 
Report of the Battle, 

t He was then at Quachuchil. 
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attack General Taylor, at Agua Nueva, the 
following day. 

To stay at La Hedionda a moment longer 
was out of the question, Colouei May had 
fdl the regular cavalry of Creneial Taylor^s 
army, and a section of his artillery, — a num- 
ber and description of troops, that could not 
be spared in the event of an engagement; 
and it was instantly determined to make a 
forced march duiing the night, in order to join 
him before the battle should begin. The 
signal to advance was immediately made 
known to the enemy, by the discharge of 
two muskets on the very eminence where it 
was believed poor Sturgis had iiBtUen ; and two 
or three new Hres blazed up on the adjacent 
mountains. Every one supposed that . they 
were intended to give General Minon intelli- 
gence of the moment when tlie column should 
commence its return, and that he had already 
arrived at the junction of the two roads, or 
was making a rapid march thither, to cut it 
ofll Every thing was accordingly prepared for 
instant combat. A strong advance-guard was 
thrown far to the ftont, and flankers were sent 

out two hundred yai'ds to the right and left, 
to prevent surprise. The artillery kept the 
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road^ ready to come into battery at the shortest 
notice, being supported on the right and left 
by the 1st and 2d Dragoon s, respectively, 
while the volunteer force brought up the rear. 
When the column had got well into the pass 
through the mountainS| new signals, to indi- 
cate that it had done so, were made on their 
summits by the burning of fire-balls. Thus it 
moved on in the cold and the darkness, every 
nian believing the next moment would find 
him in deadly encounter with the enemy, yet 
determined to cut his way to the support of 
the devoted little army reuiaiiung with our 
brave old general* 

* Contrary to expectation^ General Mmon 
did not make an attack, as he should have 
done. The night wore away, the deep 
defiles and narrow valleys were successively 
passed, and, before daybreak on the morning 
of the 21st of February, the column again 
joined the main army, after a march of 
sixty miles in less than twenty-one hours. 
The party under Lieutenant Wood also 
came in shortly afterwards. He had not 
been surprised, as all had feared, but had 
been unable to §nd the rancho in the dark- 
ness, until after Colonel May had left it; 
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aiid, what appeared remarkable, he had not 
discoreied a single trace of the enemy in 
his whole tour. 

So far the expedition, with the exception 
of the loss of Lieutenant Sturgis and the 
dragoon who was with him, had been ex- 
ceedingly fortunate. It was now known be- 
yond a doubt, that the Mexican aimy was 
really near us, and meditating an immediate 
attack. By twelve o'clock on the 21st, Major 
McOuUoch likewise returned, and confirnicd 
all that Colonel May had heard, except as 
to the prospect of Santa Anna's arriving at 
Agua Nueva that day. The Major had been 
in the immediate vicinity of La Encamacion, 
and with great adioitness had managed to 
get such positions as to enable him, with- 
out being observed, to see the whole force, 
and to estimate very nearly the strength of 
the different aims. He believed the whole 
to be upwards of 20,000 men, with a laige 
proportion of cavalry and artillery. 

As every thing now depended on the issue 
of the expected battle, — as the glory of the 
American arms, our own lives, and what- 
ever we had hitherto gained or might hope to 
achieve hercaiteri would be involved in the 
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disastrous consequences of a defeat, and all 
must be hasBided on making one bold standi 
— it was determined, after mature considera- 
tion, in Older that the enemy's advantages 
should be diminished as mueh as possible, to 
abandon Agua Nueva, and to fall back on the 
position in firont of Buena Tista. That point 
could not well be turned j and the natui*e 
of the ground, as has already been re- 
marked, would seriously obstruct the opera^ 
tions of banta Anna's cavalry and artiUeryi 
his two fiivcNrite and most fonmdable arms. 
There was still another important object to 
be gained by this movement, which will 
hereafter be explained. Our little army, 
therefore, marched back and encamped again 
in the immediate neighborhood of the ha- 
cienda,<"^one mile and a half in the rear of 
La Angostura, at which place Colonel Har- 
din's First Regiment of Illinois Volunteers 
had alone been halted, with orders to oc- 
cupy the high tongue of land<°^ command- 
ing the load. By falling back thus far 
irom the spot selected for the final issue^ 
the army had a better ground to encamp 
upon, and also, close at hand, an abundant 
iopply of water. Another advantage waa 



Digitized 



BATTI^K OV BUBNA TIBTA. 21 

wisely anticipated i^om this disposition of 
our troops, who would thus not be obliged 
to await in their camp the attack, but 
would) at the proper moment^ move forward 

to meet it, and there]}y gaiii, aside from 

every other consideiatioU|. the moral effect 
which Ihe mere &ct of advancing to the 

conliict would be sure to produce, especial* 
ly on troops unaccustomed to battle. 

A considerable amount of stores was stiU 

I 

remaining at Agua Mueya, and all the af- 
ternoon - and evening of the Slst were 

diligently employed in bringing them away , 
Colonel Tell, with a part of his regiment 
of Arkansas Mounted Volunteers having been 
ordered to remain behind and protect them 
to the last moment* 

Santa Anna did not leave La Encarnacion 
until noon on the 2Ist cf February. He 
then put his troops in motion in the fol- 
lowing order. Four battalions of light in- 
fantry, under General Ampudia, composed his 
advauce-guard. This division was followed 
by a brigadt^^f artUlery of 16-pounders, with 

4 

a regiment of engineers and their train ; and 

these, by the park of the regiment of hussars. 
Then came his £zst division of heavy fi^try, 

ft 
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under General Lombardini, with five r2-pouiid- 
618 and their perk. Uis second division, under 
General Pacheco, followed next, with eight 
8-pouadcrs and their park; after them, tiie 
divisions of his cavalry under General Ju« 
vera. Then iuilowcd the remainder of his 
cannon, with the general park and4)aggage| 
the rear being covered by a brigade of lan- 
cers under General Andrade. His artillery 
consisted of three 24-pounders, three X6- 
pounders, five r2-poujiders, eight 8-pound ers^ 
and a 7-inch howitzer , m ail, twenty guns, 
besides several siege pieces, not mounted, but 
drawn in wagons. Of cavalry he had 4338, 
without including the collateral force of 2000 
under General Minon ; and his engineers, sap- 
pers, artiliery, and inlantry, amounted to 
upwards of 17,000 men.* 

In this order of march the Mexican army 
paroceeded from La Encamacion ; and, having 
passed the Plan de la Guerra, and the 
narrow defile known as the Pass of Pinoues, 
a distance of twenty-five miles, halted, in 
the same order, in a little valley which ex- 

* Hub estimate is based on the orders and a snbse- 

qnent report of Santa Anna, and on the ataicmciits of 
Me.Mcaii uiUcurs and other pxiaoners, who fell into our 
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tends from the latter place to the Pass of 

Camero (neq-r Agua Nueva), the light infantry, 
under General Ampudia, pushing on to that 

point. 

Up to this momeutf Santa Anna imagined 
that General Taylor remained entiidy igno* 

rant of his movement. He had taken the 
precaution to have Gene)cal Minon's 2000 
cavalry hovering alioiit our Ibrccs for nearly 
the whole winter; not so much to annoy 
us, as to blind us to the approach of his 
main army,* shrewdly concluding that our 
spies and reconnoitring parties would mis^ 
take the advance of the latter for the occa- 
sional marches, £:om point to point, of the 
former, and not take alarm until he should 
be upon us in sufficient strength to destroy 
us at a blow. . As he acted, therefore, under 
the impression that all his plans for con- 
cealment had thus far been successful, his 
purpose in sending General Ampudia forward 
during the night, was to occupy the Pass of 
Camero, in case it should not be already in 
the possession of our troops and fortified* 
He supposed that if , by any possibility, Gen- 
eral Taylor knew of his approach, he would 
certainly dispute the passage of that point; 
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but, if not, which appeared to him j^iobabiei 
he hoped to surprise him by daybreak the fol« 

lowing morning in his camp at Agua Nueva* 
It was long after dark when orders were 
given for the two companies of the 1st Dra- 
goons, and a part of the regunent of Ken- 
tucky Mounted Tolunteers, to return from 
the camp at Buena Yista to the assistance 
of . Colonel Yell, in case the enemy should 
attempt to cut him off; and directions were 
sent to him, in the event of an attack, to 
fire the hacienda of Agua Nueva, and de« 
stroy the stores he might be unable to re- 
move, and then to ML back on the position 
occupied by the army. It was nearly mid* 
night when, these troops arrived there. They 
had hardly formed, when Colonel Yell's ad- 
vanced picjuet, stationed m the Pass of Car- 
nero, was attacked by the Mexican light 
division and driven in;"*^ our men not even 
waiting to determine whether those who 

♦ Our pi([uc'ts had met with patrols from General 
Minon's brigade on Bovcral previous occasion'^ down this 
road toward La Encarnacion, and shots had been ex« 
changed between them. Ampudia justified hia firing, and 
the risk of tkereby alarming our camp^ by saying lie 
believed our men had mistaken his own £at General 
Minon's troops. 
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fired upou them were mounted or on foot. 
The order was immediately given to. set fire 
to the buildings, and at the same tune the 
whole train of both loaded and empty wag- 
ons moved off with furious speed for Buena 
Vista ; the troops remaiuiug behind imtii all 
the stores were consomed. 

The burning of the buildings, and of several 
large stacks of imthreshed gram^ iUmniued the 
whole valley of La Encanta^ and painted 
the rugged aiid picturesque features of the 
surroimding mountains in bright reUef against 
the mtirky shadows of the int^vening gorges. 
Perhaps no single picture of some of the 
most striking effects of war could produce a 

stronger or more lasting impression, tiian the 
one here exhibited. The noise of the falling 
timbers, the roar of the flames, the huge col- 
umn of ascending smoke^ the appearance of 
armed and mounted men moving between the 
spectator and the fire, with the brilliant light 
flashing here and there on burnished arms 
and ghttering appointments, ~ taken in con- 
nection With the scattered shots interchanged 
between still other of our advanced parties 
and those of Ampudia, the heavy rumbling 
of our rapidly retreating train of wagons, in- 
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termingled with tiie distant trumpet-signals 
now and then faintly heard in the direction 
of lliu approaching enemy, — all conspired to 
render that cold, deep midnight, one which 
could never be forgotten. Besides, the sc^ne 
of that conflagration, with its attendant cir- 
cumstances, was invested with another and 
more fearful interest ; for it awakened the re- 
flectioi^, that the coxmng morrow was to be- 
hold the two armies, now so near each other, 
in mortal strife, the ii^ue of which no one 
could ccmtemplate without intense anxiety;. 

It was daybreak on the morning of the 22d 
of February, when all our cavalry had re- 
turned to Buena Tista, leaving the whole val- 
ley of La Encantada open to the enemy. But 
before that time Santa Anna had again put 
the heavy masses of his column in motion for 
the Pass of Carnero, being still imder the im- 
pression that he should be able to come sudden- 
ly upon General Taylor's force at AguaNueva, 
and to cut it up before it could be suitably 
disposed for battle. Great, therefore, was his 
astonislunent on coming through the moim- 
tain goi^e, far enough to command a view 
of that place,' to find it entirely abandoned. 
At first he imagined our forces had retired 
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under the cover of intrenchments, which he 
had heard we had thrown up; aad he im- 
mediately directed his troops so as to turn 
our right, in order to gain La Encantada 
and the road between us and Saltillo, in ac- 
cordance with a part of one of his three 
previous plans of operation. But, upon ap- 
proachii^ the ruins of the hacienda, a Mex- 
ican servant, whom he found there, informed 
him that our army had been evacuating its 
position ever since the preceding day, and 
had fallen back toward the city. By this 
movement, all his purposes, based upon the 

expectation of resistance at Agua Nueva, 
were rendered abortive. But this masterly 
strategy of our commander, in his change 
of position, was then, as had been calculated, 
ccmstrued by Santa Anna into a precipitate 
retreat. Therefore, without pausing to refresh 
his already exhausted troops, he pushed on 
with his whole cavalry force and his light 
division, to cut us to pieces. This he be- 
lieved he could the more readily accomplish, 
as he had previously ordered General Minon, 
with his 2000 choice troops, to get in rear of 
tts, if possible, at Buena Vista \ if not, by the 
Pa^s of raloiuaa Adentro, and a nancow and 
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wiodiiig pathway orer Uxe moiuitains to the 
▼alley east of Saltillo."*^ Supposing that order 
already executed, he indulged the hope that 
be could yet entrapi between two formidar 
blc portions of his army, what he imagined 
to be our panic-strickea and fugitive coU 
unms. Elated by such a brilliant prospect, 
he urged more rapidly iurward his weary and 
nearly famished troops, leaving directions for 
his artillery and heavy infimtry to fMovr as 
fast as possible. 

Thus, by General Taylor's ialiing beck to 

Buena Vista, he caused Santa Anna to become 
inspired with the hope just mentioned. Under 
its influence, he compelled his whole army; 
already suiiering irom thirst and worn down 
by the &tigU8 of a continuous march of 

thirty-five miles over a desert, to hmTy on 

fourteen more, without rest, and with only 
the refreshment of a meagre repast and a sin- 
gle diaught of water. 

♦ General Mifioii ^ays in his lieport, that ISanta Anna 
did not direct or suggest the latter movement until the 
evening of the 22d ; that before that time he (General. 
Hinon) had taken the MpoBflibilitj of mofnag thither^ 
and had gainod a poflitkm east of the towii» as soon 
a» he could do so aftier he had learned that Oeaeral 
" Taylor had ftdton back on Buena 'Vista. Saata Axma 
biuMtf is the opposing sutlunltsr. 
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No calculations could have had results moie 

fortunate than those of General Taylor. San- 
ta Anna had cherished the vaiu behef that 
his antagonist remained totally ignorant of his 
movements ; and, by his extreme solicitude to 
keep up that ignorance until the moment of 
attack, he permitted himself to be completely 
out-geueralled, even on this very pomt. For 
his own place and condition were perfectly 
known, while he himself remained, as he 
unwillingly admits, entirely in the dark as to 
' those of General Taylor, whose retrograde 
and app^ently confused and hurried march 
decoyed him into what he has since termed 
a Thermopylae. It is very doubtful if, with 
all his superiority of numbers, he could have 
been induced ti> venture to this spot, had not 
his elation at the pj^ospect of our speedy de- 
struction borne him so far forward before he 
was undeceived as to oui' iiight, that lie could 
not recedd, nor avoid a battle, without dis- 
grace. 

He was, therefore, singularly unfortmiate in 
thus having the scene of his anticipated en* 
gagement so suddenly, unexpectedly, and, as it 
were, myjiteriously changed irom a known to 
an unknown point. Nor wis he leas so as to 
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the Hme he had selected for it. If, in the 
whole year, there be one day, above ail others, 
when the heart of an \Aineiican is natutalljr 
animated by the purest sentiments of patriot- 
ism, — when all that is greatest and best in his 
country's history is brought most vividly to 
his niind| as an example that should strength- 
en his purpose, and'nerve his arm, to emulate 
the glorious deeds of llie Past, — that is the 
day which gave birth to th£ Father of his 
Country. But it was on the morning of 
Washington's Birthday, that Santa Aima in- 
dulged in the delusive hope, that an army of 
Americans, unmindful of its sublime 
txons, and recreant to their country and. their 
name, htd basely fled before him. 

It was eight oxiock wiien the "long roll'' 
called our men to arms. No one, who there 
witnessed the cheerful alacrity with which 
they seized their weapons, and sprang to their 
places in the lines,— who saw the firm re- 
solve impressed on every countenance in that 
determiiied little band, — can ever forget the 
sight. 

Every banner was unfurled to the bright 
sun and enlivening breeze ; and, as the various 

bands of music struck up the national air of 
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^*Hail, Columbia,^* the sacred battle-ciy, — 
"The Memory of Washington!" — passed 
irom regiment to. regiment^ and firom corps to 
corps, amid the most enthusiastic shouts. 

Could the friends at home, of those here 
marshalled for the conflict, have seen the spirit 
which animated them ; could they have be- 
head them cut off firom the hope of returning 
with honor to all they loved, except through 
their own brave exertions, surrounded,* as 
they were, by foQs bent on their destruction, 

prover])ially merciless, smarting under the dis- 
grace of recent defeats, and now about to ^ht 
under the immediate eye of their most distin- 
guished general ; — could their deaj^st friends 
have seen them thus, not one but would have 
glowed with pride at their gallant bearing, 
and would himself have girded on their arms, 
and, invoking for them the aid of the God of 
Battles, would, in the spirit of the heroic 
past, have bid them go forth to victory, Oi^ 
if it must be, to the sacrifice. 

• The 2000 caTalryv under General Hiiion, had alieady 
come through tlie Pais of Ftalemae Adenttro in rear of hb; 
and Oenend TTnea and Qenenl Romen^ mth another 

brigade of cavalry, had previously been sent throngh the 

mountains by the way of Tuln, and ^vere at this tiiue oa. 
the road east of Moaterey. — iieo iSaiiia Anna's liej^rU. < 
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General Taylor had not yet returned from 
Saltillo, whither he had proceeded, on tlie eve- 
ning of tiic 21st, with a small force, to make 
dispositions for its deJtence. General Wool, 
-therefore, being next to him in rank, com- 
manded the troops during his absence, and 
now gave the order to move forward to the 
battle-ground. It was received with three 
hearty cheers, whan the regiments and corps 
broke into colmnn, and each, to the time of 
some lively air, moved rapidly oS to its po^i^ 
tion. 

In the mean ' time, Santa Anna's cavalry 
came thundering along the valley of La En- 
eantada, and down the road through the 
Pass, a vast cloud of dust distinctly markmg 
its progress. The first evidence it received, 
-that any check wotdd be offered to its onward 
course to Saltillo, was the sight of Washing- 
ton's Battery of eight pieces, which had been 
directed by General Wool to occupy La An- 
gostura, and was then advancing over the 
crest of a ridge, and descending the slope of 
the road leading to that position ; and of the 
First Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, whicli 
was already on the high ridge to the left of it. 
As soon as the enemy discovered this forcoi 
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and before he had eome within lange of 

Washington s gunsf, his bugles sounded a halt. 
Immediately afterwards; all the more adrasee^ 
squadrons wheeled about, aixd retu'ed behind a 
proteotin^ elevation of the gxouudi^^^ while 
those ui 'the rear came rapidly up, and fonned 
upon tiiein. In a short time^ their compact 
and aemed masses, thus aecumidated, with 

their flags and pennons flying, and their bright 
lances sparkling in the sun, extended from the 
Stream nearly' half way to the mountains oa 
our left. 

By this time General Wool had placed 

OUT troops in their several positions,* and the 
following was the order of battle for the 
22d of February. Captaih Washington's 
Battery occupied the road at La Angostura, 
supported by Colonel Haidin'a First Regiment 

of IHinois Yolunteers, posted, as before re- 
marked, on the elevated tongue of land 
which extends from that point to the plateau. 
The Second Regiment of Illinois Volunteers 
and pne eompany of Tezans, the whole 
under Colonel Bissell, were on its left, and 

• That is, the vertj f rst positions of tlie several regi- 
ments and corps. Every ckange they alter wardd mada 
j» noted in. the text. 

, 3 
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near the foot of the plateau ; while the Second 

Regiment of Kentucky Yoiuuteers, under 
Colonel McEee, occupied the crest of a ridge 
in the rear of Washington's Battery, around 
which the road, divided, runs. The Arkansas 
and Kentucky Regiments of Mounted Yolun* 
teers, conuncUidcd, severally, by Colonel Yell 
and Colonel Marshall, were stationed on. the 
extreme left, near the base of the mountains j 
while the brigade of Indiana Volunteers, mi- 
der General Lane (composed of the Second 
Regiment, coniinaiided by Colonel Bowles, and 
the Third by Colonel Lane), the First Regi- 
ment of Mississippi Riflemen under Colonel 
Jefferson Davis, Captain S teen's squadron of 
the 1st Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonel May's 
squadron of the 2d Dragoons, and the light 
Batteries of Captains Shennan and Bragg, oc- 
cupied, as a reserve, the next ridges immedi- 
ately in rear of the right of the plateau and 
of the ground of the Illinois Volunteers. In 
this position our army awaited the attack. 

The situation of the troops was now such 
that most of them could command a view 
of the upper end of the pass and the open- 
ing to the valley beyond. The enemy was 
evidently waitiug for the arrival of liis rear 
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columns; In the mean time, General Tay- 
lor had returned irom Saltillo. As he rode 
along our lines, he Was everywheie leceiyed 
with the most enthusiastic cheers j and the 
sound of each wild hunah could be distinctly 
heard by those of the Mexican army who 
had ahready arrived on their ground. 

General Wool also^ rode along the lines, 
and addressed a few spirited and patriotic 
remarks to each regiment and corps which 
he passed. He - reminded the troops of his 
own column particularly of their past labors, 
and their protracted and weary marches * to 
find the enemy, who now stood before them 
in su£Bjcient strmgth to give them all they 
could require in the way of combat, and td 
afford eveiy man an opportunity to win all 
the distinction he could wish. And he sug- 
gested to the minds of all the great good 
fortune which was theirs, to be called more 
signally to mark the anniversary of a day 
aheady hallowed to their country, and one 
on which no man could be unfaithful to the 
tiubt she iiad confided to him, — that of 
maintaining the glory of her arms and the 
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Itistre of the American name as bright and 

unsullied as they had been left by her great- 
est general, to whom this. day had giTen 
births This was, like^vrae, responded to by 
three hearty cheers. 

For a long time, the engineers and topo- 
graphical engineers of both armies were busily 
employed.; ours» in moving fax to the front, 
to get a more ac<nirate view their differ- 
ent forces as they came up, and to leam 
their sereial positions, — and theirs^ in gain* 
ing elevated points between the two lines, to 
reconnoitre our ground and- the disposition 
of our troops. Our exact strength they al- 
ready knew from their spies and irom theit 
fiiends in Baltilio« . 

Meanwhile Santa Anna sent in a flag of 
truce * to General Taylor, , with the following 
note : 

^HxAIKQpA&TXftS or THE lilBSAATUlO 

Abut or TBE Raraiiiic. • 

**Ytm are mmomided by twenty thousand men, and 

cannot, lu any human probability, avuid suffering a rout 

♦ The bo:iroT of this lias: "vva<; a Gorman namod Van- 
dcrlindeot tken the Surgeon-General of the Mexican Army. 
Hi» ■ifflmfld Tory anxious to 'impress upon the mind of the 
officer wlio met klm the important &ct| that Santa Amm 
iiad imii^'thm gwvnSk vith bSm. 
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and being cut to pieces with your tzoops. Bat, as you 
dsfene fiom me oonaideiatkMi and . puticular esteenii I 
wiati to aave yoa fiom a cataatiophe i and for that pur- 
po0e I give yoo tluB notice, in order that you may sur- 
render at discretion, under the assurance that you will 
be treated with the consideration beloiiLniiir to the Mex- 
ican character. To this end, you will be granted an 
hour'fl tiioe to make up your mind» to commence from 
the moment when a flag of truce airiTes in your camp. 
With this view, I assure you of my particular connideia- 
tioB* 

> ''God and liboly 1 Camp at Encnirtada, February 22| 
1847. 

"ANTO. LOPEZ DE SAOTA ANNA, 

"To General Z. Taylor, 

^Cmnmandmg^ Faroes of ike Umkd iSkofei."* 

In answer to the foregoing, General Taylor 
immediately despatched this note : 

*<HEAD-QirAETXRBt AbMT Br OcCUPATIOBt 

Near Boena Vista, Feb. S3, 1847. 

" Sir : In reply to your note of this date, summoning 
me to surrender my forces at discretion, I beg leave to 
say that I decline acceding to your request 
«With high reepecty I am, Sir, your obedient semn^ 

««Z. XAYLOB, 
^ Maj&r- General IL S, A,, C(mnumdit^. 

<*Seiior General D. Anto. Lopez i>£ Santjl AiOTAf 

• 6ee Ap|iendizt C. 
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A short time aiterwaxds/ the whole of the 
Mexican aimy had come up and been formed 
upon their ground in the following order : 

The first and second, divisions of infantry 
were placed in two lines, one in rear of the 
other, on one of the ridges m front of our 
position ; there being another and rather more 
elevated one between us. A battery of 16- 
pounders, suf^rted by the regiment of engi- 
neers, was established on a higher point on 
their right; and two others, of 12 and 8 
pounders, and the 7-inch howitzer, on their 

left and near the road. The latter were placed 
in battery, by Santa Anna in person ; the for- 
mer, by his Chief of Engineers, Greneral Mora 
y Villamil, and his Chief of ArtAilery, Gen- 
eral Corona. The -cavalry was then disposed 
in real- of his right and left flanks, and the 
regiment of hussars, — Santa Anna's personal 
guard, —in rear of the centre. There was 
a small eminence on his left, directly upon 
the road, and in firont of Washington's Bat- 
tery, which the beautiful battalion of Leon 

• " We took a position and awaited the infantry, which 
amved at one o'clock, hftving taken on the road wag- 
ons, and 8<»ne prorisions and ficnage left by the enemy/' — ? 
MBxkmIbt^inm^9B^p^0f the Batik* 
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was ordered to occupy. The general park 
was placed ui rear of aU, and cQveied by thi^ 
brigade of General Aadiade. Santa Anna's 
own position was the sanxe as that of his 

It was past two o'clock before all these ai- 
rangcmcnts had been completed. In the inter- 
val, General Ampudia and Colonel B&neneli, 
with the four batLolions of light infantry, 
were directed to get possession of one of two 
gradual sIo{)ies of the mountain to the left 
of the plateau. This movement being ob- 
served, a portion of the Arkansas and Ken- 
tucky Volunteers, and a small battalion from 
the Indiana brigade^ all on foot, and aimed 
with rifles, were placed under the command 
of Colonel Marshall, and sent up the other 
.slope to resist them. While these troops 
were approaching each other, and severally 
climbing up their opposite ridges (which, it 
should be remarked, draw * closer and closer 
together, and finally unite near the summit of 
the moimtain)) each evidently endeavoring to 
outflank tlie other, a movement was made 
on the enemy's left, • which induced General 
Taylor to order a corresponding one on our 
right. Accordingly, Captam Bragg s Light 
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Battery, with Ck>ionel MoKee's Regiment of 
Kentucky foot Yohmleen as a support, wm 
aent djcro^ the stream, to occupy a positioa 
between it and the mountaina on that aide, 
and somewhat iu advmicu of the Battery at 
La AngoatHra. 

Captain Washington had akeady detached 
two of his pieces, which were sent up to the 
left of the plateau, under Lieutenant Bryan, . 
of the Topographical Engineers, then tem- 
porarily on duty in the artillery, — when he 
was asked by General Wool, if he could spare 
still anollu r. 

« Yes," said he. 
But what wili become of this key to our 
position, if you are deprived of three of your 
guns ? 

<<I WILL DEFEND IT," was his gallout re* 
ply ; and he immediately detached Lieutenant 

O'Brien, then commanding iiis first section, 
with another piece. 

When this gun was joined to tlie section 
already on the plateau. Lieutenant O'Brien 
took command of the whole ; * the Second 
Regiment of Lidiiuia Volunteers being ordered 
up to sustain him. 

At three o'clock precisely, the euoniy opened 
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the battle by fixing a shell irom his howitzer* 
at this part of our lines. Immediately after- 
wards, Ampudia's light division became warmly 
engaged with our riflemen, on the side of the 
mountain; the former discharging their pieces 
in contiuuoua and rapid voiieys ; the latter, 
lying b^und ^ csost of their ridge, firing 
deliberately, and Uomg tenibie execution With 
their unerring weaponi. From that time imtfl 
dark, these troops continued the conflict 
out changing then: positions, except to ap« 
proach each oilier by climbing stiU faigfael? up 
the mouniuia, uiiui, at iast, there were two 
lines of combatants from near the jdateau to 
its very summit. 

The hghtmg in this quarter, together with 
an occasional cannonade, directed by the ene- 
my at the tioups on the plateau, constituted the 
action of the %2d ; the two armies not becom- 

inii n'«jularly iMi^a-ffrd on thut day. At dai'k, 
a shell was thrown into the air by the enemy, 
as a signal for his Tight £vision to cease the 
coiittibt ^ and not a gun was hied altexwards, 
'by either fliffe, for the whole night, except a 

few shots now aiid then exchanged Lulweuu 
.the adyapoed jagoets and moving patrols of 
the two forces.' 
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The loss on the American side during this 
day^s content was rery trifling, four men only 

beiag wounded ; wiiiic tliat of the Mexican 
army was over three hundred^^ in killed and 
womided. 

By night fall, Colonel Hardin's First Regi- 
ment of Illinois Volunteers had completed a 
parapet on the high rid2:e it occupied, extend- 
ing along its whole Iront; and; under the 
direction of our engineers, had dug a ditch and 
tiirown up an epaulment in front of Wash- 
ington's Battery, with a traverse upon its right, 
continuing the ditch and a slight breastwork 
from thence to the brink of the , impassable 
gullies of the stream. This ditch was occu- 
pied by an immediate supporting force de- 

* '<The enemy, so soon as he peredred that we had 

occupied the heiglit that flanked his left and our right, 
detached t^vo battaUons to dislodge us, which led to a 
'svarm engageiiK nt, that lasted all the afternoon and tiU 
after dark, when he was repulsed with a loss of four hun- 
dred men, according to the r^ort of the prisoueis* Otizs 
was much loss, as %ve had the advantage of the groimd." — 
Sanaa Asma't of the BatOe. 

**ThB enemy tiied in "rain to dislodge them [Ampudia's 
light hattaUoQs] from their position, by moying against it a 
heayy column; and was compelled to retire, leaving the 
ravine [between the two slopes] filled with wounded.'*— 

Mexican Ent^ineer s lic^ri. 
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tached from Colonel Hardin's regiment, con- 
sisting of two companies, and commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Weatherford. To provide 
for the contingency of the advance of our 
batteries during the battle, a small opening 
was left between the left of the epaulment 
and the iiigh blufi', su&cientiy wide for the 
passage of cannon. But, in order to prevent 
the enemy from having the advantage of it 
in case of an assault, it was choked up by 
two wagons, laden with stones, aud having 
iheir wheels locked by chains. They could 
easily be removed by lis, and the way be 
opened in case of necessity. 
. Early in the day, General Minion, with his 
brigade, had entered the vaUcy east of SaUiUo, 
as Santa Anna had anticipated ^ but the latter, 
finding General Taylor had made a stand and 
was determmed to offer him battle, sent di-* 
rections to the former to remain in that quar^ 
ter, and to fall upon us during our retreat 
before his overwhelming masses. In order 
4he more certainly to insure that none of our 
army should eseape, a thousand mounted ran- 
cheros, armed with lances and macheteSj^ 

* Ma-^'te, a kind of long, heavy knife, similar to those 
used in cutting down Indian oonu 
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who had heen collected at Monclova, Buenar^^ 

Ventura, aiid Parras, and were commaijded by 
Colonel Miguel Blanco tod Colonel Agtuena, 
were also sent from Patos, by a miile-path 
leading through the mountainS| into the same 
Talley. While, therefore, Oexieial Minon was 
to hover about the east side of -the road lead- 
ing firom Saltillo to Monterey, along which, 

it was bupposedj wc should soon be tiyiiig in 
great confusion. Colonels Bianco and Aguierra 
were to occupy the small town of Capellania 
on the west, likewise to await our retreat, and 
to assist in cutting us up without quarter. 

General Taylor, feeling coiiviiiccd from the 
dispositions of Santa Anna, that he would de<* 
fer making his grand attack until the next 
moruiug, and fearing that the strong force m 
the rear of the city, where all our stores were, 
nii^dit make a movement to take it, left Gen- 
eral Wool in command, and again, at sunset, 
started from the field, with Colonel May's 
squadron of the 2d Dragoons, and Goionei 
Davis's Regiment of Mississippi Riflemen, for 
Saltillo, the better to provide for such an 
emergen<;y. On arriving there, he arranged 
that WaSoen's and Webster's commands should 
remain to garrison the town and redoubt, re- 
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spectively, as they had previously done and 
that the train and head-quarteis camp, then 
established on the brow of the hill iimncdiatc- 
ly south of the toum, should be defended by 
one expounder, detached from Captain Bragg 's 
Battery, and under the command of Lieuten- 
ant Shorer^ with a support of two companies ^ 
of Colonel Davis's riflemen, under Captain j 
Sogers* ' 

Aftqr the action of the 2Sd had drawn to 
a close, Santa Anna made a. .flnal address to 
those of bis troops that remained in our iGront* 
He referred to the wrongs which, lie said, 
had been > inflicted upon their country by 
the baxbarians of the North ; wrongs which 
could not be submitted to without eternal 
disgrace, and which could be redressed only 
by the last resort of nations. The United 
States of the North had, coward*like, pre- 
sumed on their strength alone, and wantonly 
set at dehance every principle of right. They 
had provoked this war under the cover of 
other objects to be gained, but really lor their 
own aggfandizemei^t, and the acquisition of 
territory clearly the property of the United 
States of the South. The one comitry aimed 
only at the entire destruction of the nation* 
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ality of the other. . He wished to call their 
whole attention to that single feet ] and not 
only to that, but to a thousand others, which, 
like that, would make them bum to take ter« 
rible vengeance on the mercenary invaders 
of their soil. He called upon them to look 
upon their country. What met their sight? 
Its possessions wrested away ; its dignity in- 
sulted; its feir fields ravaged; its citizens 
slaughtered ; its hearths and liomes made des- 
olate. Others had gone forth to vindicate 
these wrongs, but they had fallen ; and now 
their blood, winch had drenched tb( fields of 
Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterey, 
called on them, their brethren^ with an elo- 
quence that must reach their heartS| .to avenge 
their death. He reminded them, that they 
had crossed deserts, had sjiUiered hunger, and 
thirst, and fsttigue, without a murmur. Long 
and weary had been their march • but now 
they should be rewarded with repose, and the 
enjoyment of the abundance which, filled the 
ample granaries of the murderers of their breth- 
ren. He concluded by saying, that we were 
but a handful, and at his mercy; that he had 
magnanimously offered to spare our lives, and 
even to treat us with consideration ; but that 
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we had yain-gloriously rejected hi^ clemency, 
learmg, as the only altematiye, our utter ex-* 

termination, without pity or quarter.* 

This address was received with loud cnes 

> 

of " Viva Santana / " " Viva ta Republica ! " 

Lihertad o Muerte!^^ — distinctly heard in 
our lines. After the shouting had ceased, San^ 
ta Anna's own magnificent band conmienced 
playing J and, as the gentle breeze swept 
down the Pass toward us, each delicious strain 
seemed to float upon it, mellowed Ly dis- 
tance^ yet distinct and inexpressibly sweet. 
For over half an hour it contmued to delight 
our " barbarian ears " with the exquisitely 
beautiful airs of the sunny south. When it 
had finished, and the last faint echo had sunk 
to rest, silence the most profound fell over 
the two armies like a paH. The huge moun- 
tains on each side reared their craggy heads 
high into the darkness above, and the Pass 
itself seemed to lie between them in deep 
gloom and utter sohtude. No one could real* 
ize that there were so many thousands of 
human beings gathered together in that nar- 
row gorge. And it was a dreadful reflection^ 

* The Bubstance of this addrefls was repeated to iome 
of oor officen by Mexicans who heard it. 
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that so many of them, now fidl of life, and 

ambition, and liigh aspirations; now visiting 
in thought their £aiK>ff homes and the dear 
ones there ; now the objects of pride and 
yeanling solicitude ; now the centre of deep 
affection, of sacred love, fmdof long-cherished 
liupes, — would be stricken down in the full 
flush and vigor of manhood, and^ ere another 

night should cast its dark mantle over the 

earth, would be numbered for ever among the 
things that were. 

At ten o'clock in the evening, the two com- 
panies of the 1st Dragoons were ordered by 
General Wool to return to Buena Vistas strike 
our camp, pack it in wagons, and theli to park 
these carefully in one of the hollow^ between 
the hacienda and La Angostura. • This ser* 

vice wa:s completed by half past one o'clock, 
and the whole train arranged so as to be moved 
at the shortest notice. 

Until eleven o'clock on the evening of the 
the weather was quite mild; but at that 
hour a cold wind began to blow, and the sky, 
which before had been thickly overcast, be*, 
came filled with ddrk and heavy drifts of 
clouds, which now and then let down slight 
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showers of rain, more particularly up the 
motmtain on our left. There the men suf* 
fered extremely from the cold. They gath- 
ered together the trunks of the yuea and the 
dry stalks of the sotol^ and built themselves 
fires, until at length, up the whole side of the 
mountain, from near the plateau to the very 
top,, light after light was kindled j and for the 
whole night long each one was suiiounded by 
'a^'ciicle of shivering troops. All the rest of 
both armies remained in position, and slept 
upon theif arms without, fires.* 

About two o'clock in the morning of the 
23d| some of our advanced piquets were at- 
tacked by those of the Mexican army, and 
driven in; and, between that tmie and. day- 
break, the light division of General Ampudia 
was reenforced by 2000 infantry from the di- 
yisions of Generals Lombardini and Pacheco* 
Many of Ampudiai's command, when it had 
thus been augmented, clambered, along near 
the summit of the mountain, and succeeded 
in gaining elevated positions to tho. left and 

« our poiitioii m prased the idglit, wMck w«i ab« 
ioliitely Inteial, owing to tke cold* xaui« and wind, wMclk 
last almost smonnted to a Iranieane^ wldLo we liad neiflier 
fitod nor iael." '—Ueitiom' EnginaM'* Stfort,^ • , , 
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rear of our riflemen. It was also in this quar- 
ter^ at the very first dawn of day, that the 
battle of the 23d commenced. 

General Wool, perceiving that the strength 
of the enemy in that direction was much 
greater than on the evening before, immedi- 
ately detached M^^or Trail) of the 2d Illinois 
Volunteers, with ianother small battalion of 
riflemen, including Captain Conner's company 
of Texas Volunteers, to leenforce the com- 
mand which had there engaged the enemy 
with much spirit, and, although contending 
with nearly eight to one, continued to main- 
tain very handsomely its own part oi" ihe 
mountain. It was soon assisted, likewise, by 
Lieutenant O'Brien, who, with the 2d Indiana 
Volunteers, had remained at the upper edge 
of the plateau for the night. His pieces were 
one 12-pounder howiizer, one 6-pounder gun, 
and one 4-pounder. Just at sunrise, as great 
numbers of Ampudia's light troops poured 
down into the ravine which divided their slope 
of the mountain from the one occupied by 
our riflemen, he pushed forward his howitzer, 
and, although the distance and elevation were 
very great, succeeded in throwing directly into 
the midst of them some six or eight spherical- 
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case shot, which, exploding just at the proper 
time, did immense execution. Up to this mo- 
ment the dischsu^e of the enemy's musketry on 
the side of the mountain had been incessant ; 
but, at the bursting of the first shot, it com* 
pletely ceased for several minutes, his troops 
being occupied, in climbing still higher up and 
out of range. The accuracy and effect of 
Llieutenant O Brien's firing on this occasion 
were so admirable, as to call forth the cheers 
of our whole line. 

In the mean tmie, the chief of Santa Anna's 
staff, General Micheltorena, succeeded in plant* 
ing a battery of 8-pounders at the upper termi- 
nation of the elevated ridge already spoken 
of as lying between our position and that ot 
the enemy, from which point he had a plung- 
ing fire on the plateau. His first efforts were 
against the pieces luidcr Lieutenant O^Brien, 
but the distance was so great, that the latter 
did not attempt to answer him. 

While the battle was thus opened and con- 
tinued by the small force on our extreme left, 
the rest of our troops, under the direction of 
General Wool, were placed in their final posi- 
tion to await the attack then jtnenaced in our 
Iront. Captain Bragg's Battery, supported by 
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Colonel McKee's regiment, remained at the 
same point on ^ur extreme right, to which 
it had been directed to proceed the evening 
before. Captain Washington's Battery con- 
tinued to occupy La Angostura/'^ sustained 
by Colonel Hardin's regiment * ift the trenches 
on its right, . and upon the high spur on its 
left. 

It should have been remarked, that the pla- 
teau is scalloped, on its' side next the Toad, 

by three deep gorges, that run back into it. 
They are of unequal lengjth; the. shortest 
being only a little in advance of the point 
where the high tongue of land, occupied by the 
1st Illinois Volunteers, joins the upper plain ; 
the next still longer; and the third run- 
ning back more than .half w'ay from the road to 
the iiiountaui. The six companies f of Colonel 
Bissell's Second Regiment of Illinois Yolun* 
teers, which remained, were posted on the pla- 
teau op])(>sit< to the head of the middle gorge.^'** 

* That is, eight companies of it; Captain Morgan's and 
Captain Fzentiaa'a companies composing a part of Migor 
Wazren'a eommand in Saltillo. 
t Two were in SaltiUo, Captain HadterVi and Captain 
■ "Wheeleifs and two (beaidm tke Touoi company). Cap* 
tain LeoBDon'a and Captain Woodwaid% oompoaed tine bat- 
ialioik lent to tbe moimtain under Mqor Trail. 
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On their leftj aad a little retired^ was one 12- 
pcrander howitzer, under Lieutenant French, 
and pn their rightj and also a little in tiic rear, 
one 6-pounder gun, under Lieutenant Thomas* 
Both these pieces belonged to Captain Sher- 
man's Battery, the other two, under the Cap- 
tain himself and Lieutenant John F. Rey« 
nolds, remaining in reserve, as on the 22d/®^ 
To the right and rear of Lieutenant Thomas's 
gun, were the two companies of the 1st Dra- 
goons/^^ and to the right and rear of them, 
and near the head of the first gorge, Major 
McCuUoch's company of Mounted Texans/"^ 
Colonel Bowles's jS^cond Regiment of Indiana 
Volimteers occupied the extreme left of the 
plateaui with Lieutenant O'Brien's three pieces 
on their right ; there being a long interval be- 
tween his guns and Lieutenant French's how« 
itzer on; the left of the regimwt under Colo* 
nel Bissell. Colonel Lane's Third Regmient 
of Indiana Volunteers occupied the small emi* 
nence*^^ in rear of Washington's Battery, while 
aU of the Arkansas and Kentucky Mounted 
Toluntem, who had not been detached to fighf 
on foot, remained in the head of the broad 
teTine<^^ in rear. of the ItSt of the plateau. 
The Mexican army 'wras formed in three 
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columns of attack. The first/** destined to 
move down the road and carry the Pass of La 
Angostura, was composed of the Regiment of 
Engineers, the Twelfth Regiment, the Regi- 
ment styled Fijo de Mexieo^^ the Battalion 
of Puebla, and the celebrated Ghiarda Costa 
de This column was commanded 

by General Mora y YiUamil* The second 
column was compused of the divisions of 
Generals Lombaidini and Pacheeo, and was 
destined, one division to move directly 
across the ridge to the left of their S-pounder 
battery, and the other to advance up the 
principal ravme in front of the plateau, where 
both, nniting near the mountain^ were to turn 

the left of our force upon the plateau. I'he 
troops under General Ampudia were to com- 
pose the third/'* destined to sweep the moun- 
tain, to turn our extreme left, and then^ in 
conjunction with the second, to fall on our 
rear. The first two columns had each a stroni? 
supporting force of cavalry j moreover, the 
I2^pounder battery and the howitzer were 
brought farther forward, and established within 
range of La Angostura, on a slight eminence,^') 
close to the road, and just to ilic right and rear 
of the small hill occupied by the battaiion of 
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Leon.^^^ This battery was to assist the at- 
tack to be made by the first colmnn. A pow- 
erful reserve/ commanded by General Or- 
tega, remained on the gromid occupied, on the 

night of the 22d, by Santa Anna's two front 
lines of battle. 

These arrangements, on both sides, com- 
, pleted the preliminaries of the grand conflict. 
While they were in progress, our riflemen and 
Ampndia's force continued hotly enj^aged, and 
the enemy's battery of 8-poimders kept up a 
steaidy fire upon our troops on the left of the 
plateau/^^ 

As General Pacheco's division had fewer 

difficulties to overcome than that of General 
Lombardini, it had moved up the ravine and 
gained its position before the latter had united 
with it. General Lombardini's division, how- 
ever, had by that time passed the summit of 
the height where the 8-pounder battery \v as 
posted/ and began to descend the declivity 
toward the same ravine, bui at a point higher 
up than that already occupied by General 
Pacheco. Both of these divisions, as has been 
already remarked, were supported by large 
bodies of dragoons and lancers ; and, while Pa^ 
<^eco's, being in the deep ravine in front, was 
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coucealed from view, Lombardini's was in full 
eight of nearly the whole of our army. And a. 
most beautiful sight it was. The men were all 
in full dress, the horses were gayly caparisoned, 
and the arms of both cavalry and infantry 
shone bright as silver. Every regiment, corps, 
and squadron had its standards,, colors^ and 
guidons uufuilcd; and, while the infantry 
marched steadily onward with a most perfectly 
marked and cadenced step, the cavalry moved 
with the regularity and precision it would 
have observed in an ordinary field review. 

Our lines, meanwhile, were standing quietly 
in position. Not a word was spoken, except- 
ing now and then, when some subdued ex- 
pression of admiration at the magnificent 
appearance of ^ the enemy and the coolness 
with which they came forward to the combat, 
would involuntarily escape . the lips .of our 
brave and determined men. 

It was a tmie never to be forgotten, .that 
short period which intervened between the 
final dispositions and the moment of attack.^ 
The morning was unusually bright and clear ; 
the smilight seemed to cover with flashing dia- 
monds llic burnished weapons and appointments 
of the Mexicans ; while a cool and invigorating 
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breeze displayed every flag, and sported with 
the gaudy and fluttering p^mons of what 
appeared to be a countless forest of lances. 
The sharp lattle of musketry, the sullen reply 
of the deadly' rifle, and the bugle-calls, inter- 
mingled with the shouts of those who were 
desperately struggling high up the mountain, 
came down upon the ear with an eloquent 
distinctness. All these circumstances, taken 
in connection with the roar of their cannon, 
and the rushing sound of the bails as tliey 
tore up the ground in the midst of us, or went 
screaming tlirough the air above us, will come 
viyidly back to the memory, until they shall 
be old men, who, for the first time, were 
standing silently thexg.. to await tlie rude 
shock of battle. 

Major Mansfield, of the Engineers, having 
reconnoitred the moyeinents. of the enemy 
from an advanced point, and ascertained the 
presence and exact position of General Pache- 
co's division, came back with the intelligence ; 
when In§pec.tpr-:j^^neial Churcliill rode to the 
4iift j|f the plateau/^^ and informed General 
Ijaner^yMM tiie enemy was Uien coming up, 
and across the main ravine in £ront. General 
Lane, at this moment, was the ranking officer^ 

► .1 1. 
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on the i^teau' ; as General Wool, after super* 

intending in person the posting of all the 
troops and the final arrangements for battle, 
had a few minutes before gone down tOr La 
Angostura, to see that every tiling was in 
readiness for repelling the first column under 
General Mora y Villamil, then on the march to 
attack that point. General Lane, therefore, im- 
mediately ordered forward Lieutenant O'Brien, 
with his three pieces of aitillery, and the 
Second Regiment of Indiana Volunteers to 
support him. This force advanced over two 
hundred yards in front of all the other troops, 
and, having turned the head of the third 
gorge, was halted ; when Lieutenant O'Brien 
placed his section in battery, and, immediately 
afterwards, the column of companies displayed 
into line on his left, the front being changed 
diagonally forward towards the road/*^ 

General Pacheco's infantry had, by this 
time, begun to ascend firom the mvine, and 
were forming in successive lines across the 
narrow ridge which divides it from the 
gorge ; his lancers still remaining behind,' 
undfT cover.* General Lane's infantry had 

♦ Thin ia the time (iiiiie o'clock, A. M.) selected to repro- 
•eat on the annexed Plan of the Battle the position of oax 
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hardly completed its line, befoie it was opened 

upon by the Mexicans, then distant about 
two hundred yards. They were answered 
with promptness and great effect; and Lieu- 
tenant O'Brien's guns, which were admirably 
served, swept down whole platoons of them at 
a discharge. The disparity between the two 
forces then engaged was at least ten to one in 
favor of the enemy ; and General Lane, in 
addition to the fire of the troops in his front, 
was nearly enfiladed by the &-pounder battery 
on his left, which had now got so completely 
the range, that almost every shot tooi£ effect 
in his ranks. Notwithstanding this, he con- 
tinued the unequal conflict for twenty-five 
minutes. During that time, the firont lines 
of General Pacheco's division were repeatedly 
thrown into coniusion ; the whole of the new 
corps of Ouanajuato, which formed its advance, 

• ovm and the enemy's troops ; as it is considered to have 
been the moment when the grand conflict commenced. 
Ck>loael. Davis's MissiMippi Eiflemen, Colonel May's 
Squadron of 2d DiagOimB, Ci^ytain Albert Pike's Squad- 
xoa of Arkansas Mounted Yolunteers* and a piece of 
fftiUerj under Lieutenant Kilbum» being .on ^ mazck 
from Saltillot were not at this exact t^e near enough 
to the field of battle to be Included irithin the space 
covered by the Plan, 
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being either killed or dispersed. But| by his 
succeasive formations) he was enabled rapidly 
to supply the places of those destroyed, aiid to 
present a continuous sheet of fire. General 
Lane now determined to get oiit of die range 
of the battery on liis left, by pushing ^tiil 
fieurther down the ridge ; hoping, at the same 
time, to force General Pacheco back hito the 
ravine. He, accordingly, directed Lieutenant 
O'Brien to limber up, and advance some fifty 
or sixty yards farther to the right and front ; 
which being promptly done, the pieces were 
again, placed in battery and commenced the 
slaughter. 

At this time, General Lane, being himself 
on the left of the M Indiana Volunteers^ 
which vreie also to move forward and sustain 
Lieutenant O^Brien, had the mortification to 
see the companies breaking off, one by one, 
from the right, and retreating in great confu- 
slor; Colonel Bowles, who commanded the 
regiment, having given^ without bis authority 
or knowledge, the order, " Cease firings aiid 
retreat Nothing could have been more 
unfortunate. For, if General Lane's purpose 
had been promptly responded to by this regi- 
ment, which up to that moment had behaved 
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with great gallantry, it is more than probable 
that General Facheco's division would have 

» 

been cut up in time to allow us to engage 

with our other and heaii troops that of Gen- 
eral Lombardini, before he could haive crossed 
the ravine, above aud gamed the plateau. If, 
instead of retreating^ these troops had pressed 
vigorously fdrward, the iSuceess of the day 
would have been more complete; and there 
cannot be a doubt bti^lhat hundreds of val- 
uable lives would have been spared, which 
were^afterwards sacrificed to regain the many 
and g^reat advadtages we lo^ in consequence 
of * this, to say the least, iU-tiiued order.* 
Had it not been givm, ^ patriotic staite of 
ludiaua, by a single elibiL of oue of her regi- 
mentSi would have been eovcsed with glory .f 

* It is Imt jiuitioe to state^ thalf 'among officers of long 
cai^eriieaQcOy the belief is entertamed, that the prime fault 
was one 61 xashness, and wsiifc. of judgment, in placing 
this fetoe'ln s posHvnl; ivhieh, tiiey oontend, neither this 
nor any ^other regiiueifl c<mld IsaftJ maintained, — a posi- 
tion, moreover, mIlu h.thc v .-^-^-lert, it was not necessary to 
hold as one ii])nn vliicli otlier^^ dppcuded; uad that (ron- 



which ilie regiment could iLot €scape. Other otiicciii 
equal experieaee ittftt e ss the contrary opinion, as set 

in the text. • • 



t " Abofot IOeOi&iaitqr» and a anpporting teee eC eavaU 
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General Lane and his staiT endeavored, by 
every possible inducement, to rally the men 
again, but all without avail. They, precipi* 
lately fled, leaving the intrepid O'Brien, and 
his gallant subordinate, Lieutenant Bryan, en^ 
' tirely without support. For some mmutes 
they held on to their position, single-handed ; 
their pieces, charged with two i^anisteai at a 
time, sending scores on scores o£ ii^^ one^ 
my into eternity. Itie Mexicans, ^fioWm^ 
maintained their ground with great spirit, and 
soon cut up Lieutenant 0'£frien's men and 
horses to such a degree, that, when he was 
finally pressed upon by the whole of the im- 
mense force arrayed against him, he was 
compelled reluctantly to linibe^r up two of his 
guns, and retire from the point he had so 
nobly defended. He was obliged to leave 

the other piece, — the 4-pounder, — in the 

- ■ ■ * 

ry, commanded hj General Paelieeo, moved up to take this 

hciglit, and at nine a heavy fire was opened. The cav- 
alry charged at the same nioment. [Not i/wfact.] Many of 
our corps acted badly, hut much havoc, nevertheless, was 
made among the enemy, and the heights were carried by 
force of arms. We lost many men, and tke new coipa of 
Guanajuato was dispersed. If, at that smxoTWB, wb sad 

BHEV ATTAOKBD WITK TSGOB. WB SHOULD f BOBABXtY BAVB 

BBBH vswmltmd/' — JUadAw En0inM/M Meport* 
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hands of the enemy ; not, however, until ev- 
ery man and horse belonging to it had been 
either killed or disabled. 

General Pacheco immediately followed up 
the advantage he had purchased at so much 
cost ; his cavalry advanced from its cover, and 
pressed forward on the right of his infantry ; 
while General Lombardini succeeded, at the 
same time, in crossing the ravine and uniting 
with him. The centre column was then en- 
tire, and so formidable in numbers as to appear 
completely irresistible. 

The 2d Illinois Volunteers, under Colonel 
Bissell,^^^ — the squadron of 1st Dragoons, 
under Captain Steen,^*^^ — and the pieces of 
Lieutenants Thomas and French, — had re- 
tained their position, and received a desultory 
fire from a part of General Pacheco's infantry, 
which, during the conflict with General Lane, 
had succeeded in getting shelter in the third 
gorge. These troops were ordered to advance 
to a closer point just before the Indiana regi- 
ment gave way. Soon after they had gained 
it, and had come handsomely into action, the 
enemy's centre column was complete, and, 
being relieved from the resistance of General 
Lane's force, now concentrated its whole fire 
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upon them. It was returned with deliberatioii 
and great effect Erery discharge of Thom- 
as's and French's pieces caused their immense 
inass^ to reel and waver, as the baUs, open* 

ing a wide and bloody path, went tearing 
through thcmj while the rapid musketry of 
the gallant troops of Illinois ponred a fiitoiiii 
of lead into their serried lauks, which literally 
strewed the ground with the dead and dying« 

It hpiW's impossible for our handful of reecu- 
lar cavalry, then on the held, to gain any de« 
cided advantage by charging into such aid 
overwhelming force, where, in one moment, 
it would have been completely destroyed, Cap* 
tain Steenwas soon directed to remove it fiom 
its perilous situation back nearly to the ravine 
in rear. The dragoons had hardly fallen 
back, and McCulloch's niuuiited Texaus^"* 
taken cover in the head of the first gorge, 
before the enemy, kaviu^ cuiitiiiucd to ad- 
vance notwithstanding his severe losses, had 
passed with a large portion of his troops be- 
tween the ielt of the llhnoians and the moun- 
tain ; ^ dO that that regiment, — or rather the 
six companies of it, — and the two pieces from 
Shennaq^ battery, were soon receiving a fire 
Irf'friftfrf, on their left flank, and from their left 
and rear, .jft the same moment* 
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Inspector-General Churchill, \Uio remained 
with Colonel Bissell, 8eeni#4. thia lime^ io 
he one of the chosen marks for the Mexican 
sharp-shooters; his horse being struck by 
three bullets in succession ^ and his tein^ cut 
ill two by a four ill. The Illinois troops had 
ever been the particular favorites of that gal- 
lant veteran ; and he determined to stand by 
them personally^ and see whether his predi- 
lections were noV based upon good grounds; 
His pride in them was Udly gratilied at be-» 
holding the unflinching ftrnitess with which 
they niciiiitauied their position a^auibl such 
an immense host. At liength, perceiving the 
danger they were in <tf being completely 
surrounded^ he ordered Colonel iiissell to fall 
back to a point near the ravine, to prevent 
that issue. As reguiaily as if on drill, Colonel 
Bissell, having directed the signal^ Cease 
firing," to be made, gave the command, 
i^oce tQ the rear ! BatUdion^ about face 1 
Battaii^ffinrword^ March I ^' which was exe-» ^ 
cuted unt4i4be danger of being outilanked 
was past^ ^ttim^ again, at the commaiid to 
- halt, ^^ivcu by Inspector-General ^tinJhill, 
who had walked his horse slowly3^ front of . 
the retiring tegiuient, these oe^t 
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ft 

kiimed men stopped, faced about, and resumed 
Ihe fire with a promptness and precision which 
would have done credit to any troops in the 

serviee : and all under a murderous storm of 
bulletin irom the enemy. Simple « justice to 
0 these brave fellows renders it necesBary that 

aU the details of their conduct on this occa- 
sion should be given. Besides, it is an evi- 
dence of the mumiuf in which troops, m their 
first battle, can behavci when they have been 
properly instructed and carefully disciplined. 
It is a suriicient encoiaiiuu ou them to say, 
that they had never before been under fire, 
and that duruig ihe short time they had been 
engaged (twenty minutes), they had lost, in 
killed and wounded, no less than eighty, In- 
1^ ciudnig uihcers and men. Lieutenants Tiiom- 

as and French, — the latter wounded, — had 
iiiiewise been obliged to fall bq,ck \ but they 
soon came into battery again, and, in conjunc* 
tion with Colonel BisselFs regiment, com- 
menced a wcll-directe4 hre at the enemy's 
left flank, iU9 he endeavored to cross the pla- 
teau and gain our rear. 
Agaii< in justice to those who thus nnnfal. 

ly disputed tlie cround, inch by inch, against 
odds^ it is necessary, yet mortifying, to 

V 
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State, that four companies of the Arkansas 
Volunteers/^ ^ which had been dismounted and 
ordered to the plateau a few minutes before 
the action began, retired ahnost at the ^st 
fire, and became so much: dispersed, that, 'as 

companie^ij they were not heard of ivjain dur- 
ing the battle. But a lew spirited indiyjd^a 
of the number joined their own and other 
regiments, and, for the whole day, nobly dis- 
charged their duty.* 

' At tliis moment, the thunder of the battery 
below, at La Angostura, gave evidence that 
the first column of the enemy, under General 
Mora y Villamil, had got within its range. The 
mpidity of the firing, and the^ roar of the can- 
non, which caused the old mountains to groan 

* It is contended th$t these troopa gaye way in conise- 
quence of the idling ba<^ amongst them of Colonel 
Bowles's Tegnnent.* ^Hiat, aa tndiridualai they were as 
braye aa any men In llie world^ eamiot be doubted ; but 
their being eatiMy witlMiat diioipl^e, or any habit of 
strict mDitary obedience, and their consequent want of 
confidence in their leaders and in oat h other, may be iuirly 
assigned at* the i»riiicipal reasons lor their precipitate re- 
treat. 

• In tliii nippetillaa, an oOetr ofliti^ mk to dM itgiilMr uinsr, wka 
wltB«ned Ike whoto of tbt oparHioDi, 4om not conenri bowiiM, lia 
fiyt, the Indiana ngiment did not, in ill fll|llt,peM new Hmm ftut 
flomnaiM of Affennau VcdnniMn* * 
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and quake with the repeated echoes, convinced 
our whole army that the gallant Washingtoa 
was making good his promise to defend that 
point ; and many and heart-felt were the wild 
hurralis that rent the air in exaltation at his 
eltbrts. Nothing could withstand the terrible 
tempest -of iron -which he hurled into the 
compact column before him. The first siiock 
impeded its advance ; it then wavered^ a mo- 
ment, — halted, — and finally turned in con- 
fusion, and rushed mto the mouth of the third 
gorge,^^^ and up the great ravine in front/^^ to 
seek protection behind the spurs which pro- 
jected upon the road. 

In this splendid demonstration of the capac- 
ity of artillery, and its importance as an arm. 
Captain Washington completely repulsed over 
4000 of the flower of the Mexican army, and 
convinced them, beyond a doubt, of their in- 
ability to force him from his position. He was 
ably supported by his remaining three subal- 
terns, Li^BUtenants Brent, Whiting, and Oonch, 
who managed the pieces with great skill, and 
exhibited superior courage and address through- 
•.out the whole affair. 

Just as Captain Washington opened his fire, 
Captain Sherman, with his other section/'^ was 




Digitized by Google 



BATTLE 01* BUSNA VISTA« 69 

ordered up to the plateau. He immediately 
came into battery near the head of the first 
gorge/*^^ and opened his fire; Lieutenant Rcy-i 
nolds of his company directing one of the 
pieces, and the Captmn himself the other. He 
was in a si km! tmiu supported by Colunei 
McKee's 2d Kentucky Volunteers, which, ac-» 
Curding to instructions given to Major Mans- 
field, had been sent for, to come from its posi- 
tion across the stream^ and which was brought 
into action with much spirit on his liglxt. 
In a few mintites more, Captain Bragg, with 
two of his pieces, also caiue up, and, pass- 
ing to the left of the .1st DragoonSi wheeled 
into battery , having three of Captain Sherman's 
guns on his right, — Lieutenant Thomas's 
being the first, ^and the fourth (Lieutenant 
French's) at some distance to his left. A 
complete line of aartiUery was.thus formed, ex- 
tending from near the head of the first gorge 
to the brink . of the ravine in of the pla- 
teau, and was aiippbfted by the 1st Dragoons, 
the Second Regiijaent of KentiK ky Vuiuii leers, 
the six cdmpanies of Coloiael Bisseirs regi** 
ment, and four companu s of the First Regi- 
ment of lUmoift Volunteers, under theu gal- 
Imt QolPWl H9i4in| wiiQ ome upn the pla* 
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tean the moment General Mora y Tillamil'e 
column had been repulsed. The direction of 
the &[Q of this whole force was now toward 
the mountain on our left. The ^my'a aeo 
ond column had by this time succeeded in 
advancing across the whole plateau; and, being 
within good range, every discharge of our ar- 
tillery took effect upon it. The firing on our 
side was now incessant and most terrible; the 
storm of iron and lead beating against tlie dark 
masses of the Mexicans with dreadful fury. 
They, however, stood firm to their work, and 
for a while returned the hre with such deter- 
mined valor, as to elicit the admiration of all 
who were opposed to them. 

Meanwhile, their cavalry swept by between . 
their infantry and the mountain at the head 
of the plateau^ in rapid pursuit of the Indiana 
regiment ; the left of General Ampudia*s force 
leaving the foot of the slope on which they 
had been contending, aadv^ prMdng forward 
with them. Those of the-Arkansas and. Ken- 
tucky Mounted Voluntem, who had remained 
near the head of the ravine, were obhged im- 
mediately to give way before this ibrce^ which 
came pouring down upon them from the pla» 

teiwif movement interrupted the commu- 

- •* 



Digitized 



BATTLE or BUENA VISTA, 71 

nication between our riflemen in the moun- 
tains and our main army. No sooner did they 
discover that the enemy's lancers and infantry 
had got between them and their friends, thaa 
they immediately abandoned their position, 
and succeeded in forcing their way around the 
intercepting column below, which for a time 
was held in check by the Arkansas and Ken- 
tucky cavalry, under Colonels Yell and Mar- 
shall, who, luckily, had been able to make 
a short stand after they had gained a little 
plain in rear of the ravine from which they 
had just been compelled to retire. In this 
movement the riflemen suffered great loss, — 
the Texan company being ne£u:ly destroyed. 
The rest of General Ampudia's force poured 
down the mountain in hot pursuit, and, imit- 
ing with the lancers, compelled the Arkansas 
men, Kentuckians, riflemen, and all, to give 
way before them ; the two former alternately 
yielding and disputing the ground, the others 
following in the footsteps of the volmiteers 
who had first retreated. 

Our whole left had now been forced, and 
the enemy was in possession of every advan- 
tage arising from the peculiar nature of the 
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ground ; the Eilternate ridges and ravines be* 
ing as much ia his favor as in ours. 

It was at this critical juncture that General 
Taylor arrived upon the field * from S^iitiiio, 
having completed his dispositions for t^ede-* 
fence of tlie city. He was accompanied by 
I Lieutenant-Colonel May, with the two com* 
> panics of the 2d Dragoons,' and by Colonel 
Davis, with eight companies of his Mississippi 
I riflemen. Captain Albert Pike^ with his own 
company and that of Captain John Preston, Jr. 
(the two united as a squadron), and Lieutenant 
Kilburn, with one piece firom Captain Bragg's 
Battery, had also been ordered to the field 
of battle from below the city, where they 
Lad been on detached duty. The iMissis- 
sippi riflemen halted near the hacienda . long 
enough for the men to fill their cwteens with 
welter, when they were turned off from the 
road diagonally to the left, and advanced to* 
ward tlie point where our troops were fast giv- 
ing ground to the enemy. The General com-- 
manding proceeded on directly to the plateau^ 
having with him the 2d Dragoons. 

Up to this time General Wool, being next 
in comuiaud, had assigned the positions for 

^For the position he assumed, see the Flan of the Battle. 
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all the troops, and couducted the battle from 
the beginning ; but, the moment General Tay- 
lor arrived at the front and assiinaed the direc- 
tion of affairsi he immediately started to assist 
General Lane in rallying the 2d Indiana Vol- 
unteers, and^to endeavor id n a lore soniething 
like order to our left, which by this time had 
swung around bo as to face toward ilie moun- 
tains on that side, and in a direction perpen^ 
dicular to the original line. The position" of 
the batteries still in active operation on tlio 
plateau, the point of land on which Colonel 
Haidm had tinowa up a parapet, and (Japiam 
Washington's position at L«a Angostura, were 
at this moment the only portions of the ground 
we first occupied,, from which we had not 
been driven. Already our loss in officers and 
jnen had been immense ; and among tlxeni 
was included, the gallant and chivalrous Assist^ 
ant Adjutant-General, Captain George Lin- 
cohi,* one of the most pronusmg young of- 
ficers in the army^ and oHewho, posses^ng 

♦ 

* He Jlid been endesyor&ig to raUy the 2d YbU 

unteers, by urging th^m, by every thing men can hold 
dear, to rcLuxii to their duty, landing all his appeals of 
no avail, he returned himself to the conflict upon x\\o 
plateau, when, just as he ;u rived «t the rear of the lid 

Kentucky Yohmteen, then maofully atruggUug witk ths 
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every quidity which can adorn a gentlemani 

was admired and beloved by all who knew 
him. 

The aspect of affairs was now most gloomy, 
and our conditioa most critical ; the scale for 
a short time appeared to be preponderating 
against us^ and Victory to be deserting our ' 
banners and winging her way toward those 
of the enemy. Bnt the idea of yielding the 
day so long as there was a man left to iight, 
never, for a moment, came into the mind of 
our determuied leader ; and, in his indomita- 
ble resolution to compel fortune to favor our 
side, he was seconded by men, true as the 
steel they wore, and firm and unyielding aa . 
the mountains around them. 
J The gallant Colonel Davis, with Jhtis.glori- 
; ous Mississippians, — men Who had been tried 
in the fire of the storming of Monterey, and 
had stood the test like pure gold, — now moved 
steadily forward through the broad eurrent of 
' our retreating horse and foot He called ioudiy 
] on those who were flying to come back with 
' him and renew the combat. They were few 

enemy, lie was shot in two places, and instantly expired. 
Alas ! liow many were the hearts which the intelligencQ 
of hM early deatk peoetratftd witii tiie deepest •ocrov 2 
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mdeod who heeded his call. Colonel Bowles, / 
who; for some reason other than lack of coiu>' 1 
age, had ordered his regiment to retreat, now, '\ 
having lost all hope of rallying it again, seized \ 
a rifle, and, followed by a handful of his men, 
joined the Mississippians a private. During . 
the whole, day, he shared their perils, and was 
distinguished for his personal bravery. With 
these ezcepti<ms, Ooloael Davis's appeal was ( 
of no avail. In vain he told them, that hi3 
riflemen were <<a mass of men behind which 
they conld take sdielter and seciirely form." . 
He pointed to his regiment, a» he said this. 
It was indeed a wall of heroes. What must \ 
have been his pride in commanding such men ! [ 
What the mortiflcatioi^ and burning shame of ' 
the fugitives whom he addressed ! \ 
Ck)lonel Davis, as he passed by General | 
Wool, who had how nived at this part of the • 
ground^ was promised support , and the Gen- ; 
eral immediately went in person to hasten the ' 
Third Indiana Regiment, from the rear of La 
Angostura, to his aid. But still the ■ Mississip* 
piiuls moved Cttwaid. A kurge and deep ravine 
passed by their right, while another entered 
^hia aftes GoniiDg dii(gonally across their &ant 
from the left ; the twp embracing betvem 
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') them an inclined plane, which temunated at a 
I point near their junction (at this moment but 
( a short distance in advance of the regiment)* 
' but which was quite broad, and easy to be 
; gained, at its upper and farther extremity near 
the mountains. On this plane,^^^ most of 
Ampudia's light division' was now moving 
\ down, flanlved by cavalry, and supported by 
I reserves of the heavy infantry.* The 3d 
I Indiana Volunteers had not yet had tunc to 
{ come up, and it was all-important that the 
i enemy should be checked, before he could 
\ effect a passage of the only ravine whioh 
I would seriously retard his course onward to 
• the road. Flushed with success, and apparent- 
; ly irresistible in numbers, he came down like 
i an avalanche. Then it was that Davis and 
i his followers surpassed all their former bril- 
I liant efforts. . They counted not the . odds, — 
j they waited for no support ; but, thrown rapid- 
ly into order of battle, they pressed forward 
like Spartans ; and, although the air was filled 
With the sharp hissing of a shower of lead, 
: which came hurtling on, and cutting through 
their ranks with dreadful eliect, still they did 

* Th» tame that, before d&j, liad reenforced it againat 
am xiflezxiexii 
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not pause until they had brought the enemy 

within close range of their own unerring 
weapons. Then their little line blazed forth a 
sheet of fire. The shock giiren by it to the 
head of the enemy's column was most awful. 
Men went down before it as ripe grain falls 
before the reaper. Still the enemy came on- 
ward oyer his dead, .and still forward pressed 
the riflemen, — the- latter a handful, the 
former a host. At length they paused ; the 
Mississippians on the brink of the rapine/*' 
the Mexican light inlantry on the plane be- 
yond, — the cavalry having been driven to 
cover on their left. But there was no cessa- 
tion in the struggle, and Death still continued 
to gather in his bloody harvest. It was not 
enough for the Mississippians simply to hold 
sach masses at bay ; their blood was up, and 
the -flight of the enemy alono could satisfy 
them. Giving one loud yell of defiance, 
which rang oh the ear more like "the roar of 
angry lions than the shout of men, they again 
rushed forward. A moment, and they were 

lost from the view of their antagonists. It 
was only a moment; but in it they had 
dashed into the ravine, clambered up the op- 
posing wall, and now stood before the Mexi- 
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cans upon their own side. For a few minutes 
morSi the carnage was teniUe. At length, 
bloody and tornj the column of Ampudia lost 
its steadiness ; its fire slackened ; then all 

organization was gone ; its ranks were resolved 
, into a confused multitude, which in sl moment 
' crnmbled away, the whol^ fleeing precipitately 
^ back to the reserves. 

^ The Mississippians then turned to the right, 

» to beat up the cover of what had been the 



flanking cavalry of this Qolumn^ • They found 
it attempting to ci^ the ravine on that hand, 
in order to attack them in reverse. A few only 
had crossed, their commander among them, 

•^but they never went back ; and those who 
r were pressing down to succeed them, received 
a fire it was impossible for them to withstand. 
They, tooj gave way, and fled back io the 
point whither the light infantry had retreated, 
and where they were now just forming again. 

For a little while, this part of the. field ap- 
peared to be comparatively safO) and, by the 
determined valor of one small regiment, an 
imminent peril to our whole army seemed to 
be averted. The Mississippians gatliered up 
their wounded, and, taking them to the rear, 
of the first ravine they had crossed, there 
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formed again ia line of battle. They were 

thea joined by the 3d Indiana Volunteers, 

under Colonel Lane, and Lieutenant Kil- 
bum with one piece of artillery. The fire 

of this combined force caused those who had 
just before contended with OoloneL Davie'a 
regiment to fall back, for a short time, still 
iarther, and beyond range. 

While all this was doing, other large masses 
of the enemy's ^ayalry^^°^ had kept $doug 
under the base of the mountains, farther to- 
ward Saltillo, and, having crossed many diffi- 
cult ravines near their sourceSt moved down 
directly toward Buena Vista, passing, however, 
more than half a mile to the right of General 
Ampudii^'s column. They had in front of 
them Colonel YelPs and Colonel Marshall s 
Mounted Yolunteers;^"^ too few to offer suc- 
cessful resistance, yet endeavoring to maintain, 
point after point, the ground they were, forced 
to yield.* Seeing this, Oeneral. Taylor ordered 
the handful of cavalry, then near him on the 
plateau, to move rapidly to the rear, in order to 

assist in repelling this force. It was all united 

— — . ■ 

^ Had tiie ArkansaB and Kentucky (mounted) yolm- 
ta6if8 never been allowed horses, they would lutTO been 

able to make a stands on this occasion, as well as the Mis- 
sissippians. 
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in one columni under Brevet Lieutenant-Colo^ 
nel May, and was composed of four companies 
of regular Dragoons, viz. one under Lieu- 
tenant Rucker, assisted by Lieutenant Boford, 

one under Ijicuteiiant Carletoii, assisted by 
^Lieutenant Whittlesey and Lieutenant Evans, 
one under Lieutenant Campbell, and one under 
Lieutenant Givens j besides Captain Pike's and 
Captain Preston's companies of Arkansas Mount- 
ed Volunteers. This column moved to the left, 
passing some distance in rear of the Missis- 
sippi regiment, and then establiiAed itself on 
tlie right of Colonel Marshall's men ; Colonel 
Yell, with hisy being on the left. The force, 
thus accumulated, immediately stopped the 
enemy, and caused him to £bl11 back again 
near the mountains. As he could not now be 
reached by our Dragoons, except in detail, 
owing to the impossibility o( crossing several 
intervening ravines, otherwise than by one or 
two paths only wide enough for one horse to 
pass at a time, Colonel May despatched Lieu- 
tenant Evans, of the 1st Dragoons, with a 
message to General Taylor, requesting some 
pieces of artillery. 

While our cavalry force was thus holding 
that of the enemy in check, and while the 



ississippi Riilemen, and 3d Indiana Yolun- 
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teers, assisted by Lieutenant Kilbum, were 

engaged witii the troops under General Am- 
pudia, General Wool was making every effort 
to rally our men who had first given way ] 
and General liane, though wounded and bleed- 
ings, was also endeavoring to gather up the 
scattered fragments of the regiment with which 
he had opened the battle. In this they were 
ably assisted by Inspectbr^Oeneral Churchill, — 
by Major Monroe, of the Artillery, — and like- 
wise by Captain Steen, of the 1st Dragoons, 
who fell, severely wounded, while on this duty. 
None, however, were so successful in arresting 
their flight, as the ihtrepid' Major Dix, of the 
Pay Department. Having ridden rapidly in 
amongst them, he seized the standard of the 
2d Indiana Volunteers, and then called to 

♦ 

the men, and asked them i£ they would desert 

their colors. He told them that they had 
sworn to protect them, and now, if they were 
still determined to do so, they must return 
with him to the fight. He swore to them, 
that, with God's help, he would not see the 
state of Indiana disgraced by having her flag 
earned out of battle imtil it could be carried 
out in triumph ; and that back into it again 
it should go, if he had to take U there aud 

6 
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defend it alone. This touched the hearts ctf 

many of those who were within the sound 
of his voice. It seemed to banish the panic 
which had fallen upon them ; they were them- 
selves again; they rallied, thought of their 
homes, gave tbiee- cheers for Indiana, and 
again gathered around her flag. Captain Lin- 
nard, of the Topographical Engineers, who 
had been very active in seconding Major Dix 
in his appeal to these nicii, and in putting 
them in order as they came together, now got 
a drum and fife, and directed the national quick* 
step to be played, when the word was given 
to move on. Major Dix then led off with the 
flag, while the gallant Captain brought up the 
rear ; and in this way, taking a direction to- 
ward Colonel Davis's and Colonel Lane's regi« 
meats, back again they went into battle.''^ All 
the rest continued their fl^ht ; most of them 
to the hacienda of Buena Vista, but many 
even to the city of galtillo, where they re- 
ported that all was lost, and our anny in full 
retreat. The reader should bear in mind, that, 
while all this was taking place to the left and 
rear, the battle raged with desperate fury on 
the plateau. This great centre of the conflict 
was now und er the eye and immediate direc- 

* See Appendix, D. 
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tion of the respective commanders of the twc 
opposing armies. 

Santa Anna, finding it was im]fK>8sible fot 
the infantry of his centre column to drive 
back out line of artillery under Sherman and 
Bragg, and its supporting force under Hardin, 
Bissell, and McKee, hurried up the Battalion 
de San Patricio,* with a battery of 18 and 24- 
pounders; and, with incredible exertions, he 
succeeded in bringing ittoound the heads of 
the large ravine in front, and along the steep 
fiides of the spurs of the mountain, where the 
battle first opened, and thence down to the 
very point occupied by O'Brien's section 
before he moved forward in the nMning. Its 

fire now enfiladed the whole plateau ; bemg 
directed firdm its upper edge toward the road. 

Even with tli» idditkmal strength, the cen- 
tre column could not clear the plateau, but 
was itself eonipMed to give ground before the 

? ■ • , 

• llkk IMtaij^ ^ ai»fi# JP4i^ composed otMsam 
of the Irish sqlcUeiB who had deserted 'fiom the Ameriesa 
anny sod gone onrer to the enemy. It was oommanded by 

a man named Riley, also a deserter. Subsequently, the 

%vh.ole battalion was taken in one of the battles in front of 
tbc city of Mexico, and sixty of thorn were iiung near Cha<^ 
pliitepoc. The Irishmen in our army, who had remained 

true to thcii oolong wees the most eUmorous for thek exe« 
eutiioii* 
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withering effects of the ifon potued into it by 

our light ai'tiiltjfy. At length, being brokeii 
near its centie, one half pushed over the ravine 
in rear, and in a direction to reenforce the 
troops under General Ampudiaj while the other 
lialf/ except the <^orps of Sappers and Miners, 
which stood him by the battery, fell back to- 
Ivaid the ravine in . firpnt, bearing . with , them 
Santa Anna himself, whbse holrse had been 
shot down under hixn^ The moineat tins lat- 
ter half began t6 move, Hardin, Bisseli, and 
McKee, with thek respective commands, dash- 
ed gallantly forward to a point within close 
miisket^hot, when they opened their fire, and 
followed up the enemy witix greait slaughter 
mxtil he became covmd by the ra7ine» -Being 
then, in tain, tiircc'iti^ncd by tlie cavalry which 
had flanked General Mora y V illamil's column, 
they fell back to the heads of the first and 
second gorges in their rear ; Colonel Haidm's 
command going to the support of CSaptain 
Bragg's section, which, in tlir mean time, had 
hmbered up and come into battery, again, far 
m advance of its first position. 

Lieutenant O'Brien had by tins time come 
back on the plateau oncd more. . He had been 
qbligcd (not having a single cannoneer to 
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work the guns) to go down to La Angostura 

with the section he had been able to bring oflf, 
in order to jmciue a frecfh one of two 6-pound- 
ers, which Captain Washington gave him in 
exchange ; and, although Lieutenant i^'renchiiu 
consequence of his wound^ had been compelledi: 
to give up the coaiuiand his gun, it fell 
into good hands, and was kept actively em- 
ployed under the direction of Lieutenant Gar- 
nett, onaoi the aides-de-camp ol General Tay- 
lor. So that there were now eight pieces on 
the piateaii aiuiie. 

As our left was now the most seriously men- 
aced, not only by the forces which had turned 
It lu the begmuing of the battle, but likewise 
by more than half of the enemy's centre col- 
lunn, General Taylor ordered Captaiii Sher- 
man and Captain Bragg, each with a section ^ ' 
of his battery, to proceed there and strength* 
en It. Tliis left on the plateau Licutcaaut 
O'Brien with his two pieces, and Lieutenants 
Tixoiiias and Gaiiielt. each with one. As oc- 
casion seemed to render it necessary, the fixe 
of these four guns was ducted, now toward 
^ the front, now toward the battery at the head 
of the plateau, and now toward ^he hearjf 
masses tlueaiening our left amj rear, and _ 
always with marked eiiect. '^^^ 
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The position of affairs was at this timei in 
brief, as follows : 

The enemy's reserve kept its ground in 
front. Uis battery near the road^ and likewise 
his 8-poiinder battery, still continued to play 
respectively upon Washington at La Angostu- 
ra, and upon the plateau. The third gorge 
and the ravine in front of the plateau were 
filled by his first £uid a part of his second 
columns of attack, held in cheek by the 1st 
and 2d Illinois Volunteers and th^ 3d Ken- 
tucky Regiment^ stationed in and near the 
heads of the first and second gorges, and sup- 
porting the four pieces undier O'Brien, Thom- 
as, and Oamett These pieces had the ene- 
my's 18 and 24-pounder battery directly op- 
posite to them, and still close under the moun- 
tain at the head of the plateau/ The rest 
of the enemy's second column, all of his thirds 
and the heavy bodies of his cavalry which 
had turned our left, stretched along near the 
base of the mountains on that flank, in^ an ir- 
regular line, and faced ' toward the road ; the 
infantry and a portion of the cavalry were 
upon the left,^"^ nearest the plateau ; while 
the most of the cavalry and a small portion 
of the infimtry were on the right,^^^^ and near- 
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ly opposite Buena Vista, Against this latter 
part of the enemy ^s foix^es, we had also an 
irregular line. The right of it was composed 
of the pieces ^'^^ under Shermau, lim^gj iley- 
noids, and Kilham, scattered along at uncer* 
tsan intemdb, and havihg, as their nearest snp* 
port, Coionei Davis's and Colonel Lane's regi- 
ments, together with such of the volunteers 
of other corps, 'w licllicr of horse or of foot, 
as had up to this time been rallied and brought 
hack into the battle. The left^^^ consisted of 
the four companies of the Ist and Dragoons, 
Pikers and Preston's companies, ail that re* 
mained of Colonel Marshall's mounted men, 
and also the iragment of Colonel Yell's regi- 
ment, which was on the extreme left. 

Pollowmg up these variuuij positions, tha 
reader cannot fail to observe, that the whole 
scene of combat now extended over a space 
of ground upwards of two miles in length, 
by nearly a mile in breiBtdth. 

For a long while the condict was contmued 
without any decided snccess on the part olT 
either annv; and the whole field, durinc: this 
period, might ,be compared to an inirirat() 
game of chete, the Pass at La Angostnra^jdi^ 
fended by Wasiungxon, being the key to our 
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position. If this were carried, we were irre- 
tnevabiy checkmated, aud the game was lost. 
I Had the enemy at this tune brought up his 

k puwuilul reserve, and gathered around ii liic 

y scattered portions of his £rst colimm, it would 

have required all our artillery under Sherman, 
' Bragg, and O'Brien, aud the iutantry then 

on the plateau, to maintain it ; while .his su- 
periority in numbers in rear might, probably 
would, have beaten our forces there, aud then' 
been at liberty to overpower Washington by 
attacking him in reverse, or to mo\ c on, carry 
»Saltillo, aud get possession of all. our stores 
and ammunition there ; either of which move- 
ments would . eveuiually have destroyed us. 
But from some unaccountable motive, or blind 
fatality, he allowed most of his lauiy, still ui 
<<V * our iiont, to remam comparatively inactive ; 
and that too, in one of the most critical con- 
ditions of the battle. By doing this, he al- 
lowed General Taylor time and opportunity 
to strengthen his left wuli ui iilicry from the 
plateau. '1 lie latter promptly seized the great 
advantage afforded by this fault, as has already 
been siiuwn ; and now, for a season, the bal- 
ance preponderated slightly in our favor. 
Aliout twelve oxlock at noon, Colonel May's 
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column of Dragoons was ordered to return 
from the left to the plateau. Large masses of 
the enemy's line, extending along the base of 

the muunlaiiij soon afterward began to give 
way before the destructive artillery fire^then 
concentrated upon it, and the determined re- 
sistance of the Mississippi iiillemen and the 3d 
Indiana Volunteers. Some of their corps now 
atteiaptRd to return to the main anuy in front. 
Seeing this, General Taylor detached the two 
companies of the 1st Dragoons, to proceed up 
the deep ravine in rear of the plateau, and 
there to charge into and disperse them. These 
conipauies had haidiy started un this service, 
before it was observed that a brigade of-the 
enemy's cavalry, mostly lancers, had succeed- 
ed in crossing the difficult ravines wlxich lay 
between it and the Arkansas and Kentucky 
Mounted Volunteers, and, havmg forced the 
latter to give grofnd, was evidently meditating 
a descent upon our baggage train, now parked 
upon the road a short distance below Buena 
Vista,? Colonel May, with the twp iSamr 

♦ 

^ It wfll be xemembcred thst thiSvtraiii, during the 

night of the 22d, was paxkcd in a hollow, half way fritta 
the hacinida to La AriGCOStiira, Whru our Ici't yavc way, 
oa the momiiijg ot the 2ad, the puui* i^un^tcrs thought 
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i '"^gl^^ff^ of 2d Dragoons^ Pike's Bflpiadron, and 
* pieces of artillery, under limtenant Rey- 

^^Ids, was ordered by General Taylor to pro- 
%iied rapidly to the rear to support that point. 
This force had hardly started, before it was 
discovered that the two companies of the 1^ 
Dragoons, which had j»roceeded toward Ae' 
mountains on the left, h^d come undegr .a 
most withering fire of grape and canister frcttn 
the 18 and 24-pounder battery at the head 
of the plateau, which effectually covered^||^ 
retreat of the corps they went to disperse: 
General Taylor, therefore, caused them to he 
recalled. In coming down the plateau to fte 
position the General occupied, they moved 
directly in front of the whole battery, and. 
besides had a cross-fire of infantry on their 
left fiank. Many of their men >and horses 

tiie whole army defeated, and in full retreat. They, there- 
fore, started for the city, as fast as their mules could run. 
It was with the utmost exertion that Captain W. W. 
Chapman, Assistant Quarter-Master and Aide to General 
Wool, could stop them. He aucceeded^ howeret, is 'doing, 
"^li^^ ''^^'^ tiiie wagona about half a milt teMr 

41 BvUl belongitif to flM^Mn's Battery; |^ li^flt^Mar^ 
%''"iji&eli n«iieh had^ and lieutenant Oaxnetf 

wards commanded temporarily, being one. This left onl^ 
three upon the plateau ; — two under O'Brien^ and pnift 
under Thomas. . 
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were cut up, and their guidon was shot away ; 
fortunately, however, it was soon afterwards 
recovered. Running the gantlet of such an 
immense force, the wonder was how these two 
little companies escaped annihilation. They 
were immediately ordered to join Colonel May 
again, to resist the attack threatened on the 
depot at Buena Vista, and on the train ; and they 
proceeded at a gallop for that point, overtaking 
Lieutenant Reynolds, with his two pieces, on 
the way. But, before any of this force could 
reach the extreme left, the brigade of the 
enemy's cavalry, in column of squadrons,^ 
charged furiously into the Arkansas and Ken- 
tucky Mounted Volunteers,^ who had formed 
a line near the spring in front of the hacienda. 
The latter had waited until the enemy came 
within sixty yards, when they fired with their 
carbines, but with very trifling efiect. By the 
time their pieces were dropped and their sabres 
drawn, the enemy was amongst them with 
his lances. The melee was then general ; the 
Americans and Mexicans were mixed up in 
utter confusion, the whole being enveloped in 
a cloud of dust, and driving on toward the 
hacienda. Fortunately, the very men who 
had run off from the field, and had gone to 
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Buena Vista for shelter, had been gathered up 
by Major Monroe, assisted by some volun- 
teer officers (Major Trail and Major Gorman 
among the number), and had been placed on 
the tops of the buildings, and in a large yard 
siufouiided by a tliick adobe wall. They 
opened a fire upon the Mexican brigade, the 
moment it had got within range of their mus- 
kets and rifles, which killed and wounded a 
great number. The brigade then divided ; 
one half, mixed up with Arkansas and Ken- 
tucky men, went pouring through the narrow 
street which separates the buildings of the 
hacienda, while the other commenced falling 
rapidly back toward the mountains on our 
left. Lieutenant Reynolds, being now near 
enough to reach the men of this latter half, 
came into i^ion ; and, having thrown a few 
spherical-case shot directly into the midst of 
tiiem, he soon drove them beyond range. He 
limbered up, and pushed on to the hacienda. 
The Dragoons under May, and the 1st Dra- 
goons, had arrived there a few minutes before 
him, but too late to strike the enemy. Those 
who had fallen back toward the mountains on 
the kit of the Pass were beyond reach, and 
those who had gone through the hacienda had 
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by this time got separated from the Arkansas 
and Kentucky men, and had gained the lower 
level across the stream. Although distant, ihcy 
were not ojat of leach of Lieutenant Reynolds'^ 
guns. iSe had brought his section into bat* 
tery just below the hacienda ; and, untiLthey 
had croi^sed the whole lower leyel, and had 
succeeded in climbing the opposite mountain, 
and finally in escaping through a small notch 
near its summit, he continued ^o play upon 
them with astonishing accuracy and great 
execution. 

In this affair, our mounted volunteers be- 
haved as well as could have been expected, 
and suffered much less, considering all the 
circumstances, than could have been imagined 
possible. The brigade that charged them, 
one of the best in the Mexican army, was 
commanded by General Torrejon, and led on 
by him in person. It numbered about one 
thousand; while all that were left, at this 
time, of the Arkansas and Kentucky regi- 
ments could not have been 6ver four hun- 
dred and fifty. It was in this charge that the 
gallant and distinguished Colonel Tell lost his 
life. He fell like a hero, far in advance of 
his men^ and pierced .with many wounds* 
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Captain Porter, of his regiment, a brave man 
and most amiable gentleman, died by his 
side ; and Adjutant Vaughn, one of the most 
promising of the yoimg men of Kentucky 
and the favorite <^ his regiment, also fell, 
fighting to the last. He received twenty-four 
wounds. Besides these, there were many of the 
best men of the two regiments killed or wound- 
ed. General Toxrejon was wounded in this 
charge, and left thirty-^ve of his men dead upon 
the field. The number of his wounded was 
not known, as their comrades bore them away* 
After the Mexicans had failed in their attack 
on Bueua Vista, they miade a determined ef- 
fort to foice their way to the road at a point 
nearer the plateau. They brought down, from 
near the mountains opposite and to the left of 

the hacienda, a fresh brigade of cavalry, cov- 
ered by infantry in all its passages of ravmes* 
With this they advanced to engage the Mis8i»- 
sippi riflemen, the fragment of the 2d Indiana 
Volunteers, and the 3d regiment of the same, 
who were still acting together, and who had 
near them one howitzer under Captain Sher^ 
man. The position of these troops was 
some five hundred yards nearer the road than 
the point where Colonel Davis's regiment waa 
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first engaged in the morning, but farther down 
tiie same laFine. A§ soon as this new brigade 
indicated, by the manner of its approach, ita 
determination to charge our ^riflemen and in* 
fantry, they ireie xapidly formed to receive it. 
The Mississippi reeiment, in line of battle, ex- 
tended across the little plam upon which they 
ndw were, — their right being near the lavine, 
their front toward the mountains; the Indi- 
ana troopB were fozmed so that their left rested 
on the right of Colonel Davis's regiment, their 
right upon the ravine higher up, their front 
being also toward the Ikioimtains, but more to 
the north* In this way^ an obtuse reentering 
an^e was piesrated towards the ^>proaching 
cavalry, Sherman's howitzer being on its left. 
The eaemy was formed in close colunm of 
squadrons, and came down the slope at an 
easy hand-gallop. His ranks were well closed| 
his troopers ridiiig knee to knee, and dressing 
handsomely on their guides. All the llags and 
pennons were flying,-— some fifteen hundred 
ofthem ;~the men were in full xmiform, and 
the horses elegantly caparisoned. Every lancer 
aat erect, and kept his charger well in hand^ 
and the whole brigade, preserving exactly its 
intervals and the direction of its march^ moved 
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forward with the ease aiid regularity of the 
best drilled' troops on a field**day. Had the 
commander of this beautiful brigade desired to 
win the applause of both armies^ he could not 
have put it in better order, or led his men on 
with more of professional style. The tout ew 
semble of his column was most admirable. It 
had a sort ul au about it,- — an easy, nonchalant 
manner of going into ihe work| — which could 
not but recall to one's mind his ideal pictures 
ol the cavalry of the olden days. Those line 
fellows were the chivalry of Mexico, and, 
with the exception of the President's personal 
guards — the regiment of Hussm, — they were 
the most dashing troops the Republic had ever 
sent to the field. Opposed to them were our 
men on foot, — a mere handful in comparison, 
and having about them none of the ''pomp 
and curcumstance,'^ the ghtter, and gold, and 
feathers, and tassels, of their antagonists. They 
stood calmly and feajdessly still, with their 
pieces at a carry. But they, too, had an air ; 
one that had miscliief in it. Their ranks had 
been thinned out ; some of their best men had 
fallen. There were even fathers standing there, 
whose sons had gone down by their sides, 
their, pet boyS| whom they bad reared and 



Digitized by Google 



BATTLE or BUENA VISTA. 



97 



brought forth to fight for their country. And 
there were sons, too, whose clothes had been 
baptized with their fathers' blood, not yet dry. 
Brothers, who had stood shoulder to shoulder 
in the morning, stood so no more ; but, while 
one lay stark and motionless upon the earth, 
the other was nesur by to avenge him. There 
were neighbors, too, and friends, who had 
grown up together in school-boy days. They 
were not yet separated. The survivors stood 
there, while those who had borne all these 
tender relations to them were strown, dead 
or dying, on every hand. Yet all in sight they 
lay ; — the familiar forms and faces of those to 
whom they had been deeply attached, and 
whom they had called by their first names 
from infancy. It cannot be wondered, then, 
that these men stood firm. ^ 
It was a sublime, a terrible sight. The 
troops on both sides were so cool and deter- 
mined, that all knew the struggle must be 
sanguinary and desperate in the extreme. Not 
a word was spoken ; the din of the surround- 
ing battle seemed for a moment hushed ; the 
rumbling sound of the earth, as the brigade 
swept onward like a living thunderbolt, appear* 
ed to be the only audible manifestation of the 
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approaching carnage. As the Mexicans cam^ 

nearer, they evidently indulged the belief, that 
they could draw the fire bf oui men before it 
could be very destructive ; and that then, while 
the pieces were empty, they could overwhelm 
the slight barrier before ttem, and finii^ their 
work with the lance. But findmg, on the 
contrary, that not a piece was discharged noi 
a man moving, the whole- brigade began in- 
stinctively to diminish its gait. This was a 
fetal mistake ; and, on their side, it seemed & 
pity it should have been made, it was so out of 
keeiping with the skill indicated by their sol- 
dierly appearance and gallant bearing. Final- 
ly, mstead of dashmg forward in a most splen- 
did charge, as they could have done, having 
the ground upon which to execute it, they 
had the madness to pull up to a walk, and at 
length to halt in the very riet-work of the two 
lines of fire. The instant they did so, the 
pieces came down on both faces of the angle, 
as if swayed by the same liand. For a mo- 
ment their muzzles moved - slowly about, as 
each man felt for his aim'; then they settled 
steady and firm as bars of steel. Now, like 
the blast of a trumpet, the dreadful word was 
shouted, — " Fire !" * Two sheets of flaiuo 
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Converged on that beautiful brigade. It was 
appalling 1 The whole head of the columu 
was prostrated, pnd riderless horses, a multi- 
tude, and crmison with blood, scattered trom it 
in every direction. 

Bctore the Mexicans could recover from the 
effects of this l>low, Sherman cut them up with 
grape and cahister. Then came the rapid and 
deadly liring by hie, of our riilenien and in- 
fantry. No troops ill the world could have 
faced it without the most awful sacrifice of 
life ; and under it the whole brigade gave way^ 
and fled toward the mountains, leavmjg the 
ground literally covered with its dead. 

In this affieur, had it not been for that unac-» 
countable and suicidal pulUng up to a halt 
before a body of the v best marksmen in the 
world, and distant only eighty yards; — had 
this compact mass of cavalry, in room of doing 
thus, dashed at speed into the angle before 
them, they wuuid have lost many men, no 
doubt; but it is difficult to conceive what could 
have saved the llississippi and Indiana troops 
fxom total destruction* . And, had so large a 
force broken through our lines^ and, at this 
time, gained^ the road bctwccu iiucua \ ista and 

La AngQirtiiia» the fonmes of the day would 
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again have been placed in a jeopardy most 
painfiil to contemplate. 

All this time the fighting on the plateau was 
contimied with but slight inten&issions, yet 
without any important advantage being gained 
by either side. The enemy's batteries m iront| 
except at short intenralB; kept busily at work; 
but our n^en at La Angostura, and in the heads 
of the gorges, sheltered themselves as much as 
possible, except when the infantry or cavalry 
would come within range f thea, ior a season, the 
sharp roll of musketry would be mingled with 
the booming sound of cannon, but would again 
subside to the frequent dropping shot, ^ the en- 
emy slowly fell back to cover. It was on such 
occasions, that loaded wagons came along near 
those regiments and corps which, for the mo* 
ment, might not be hotly engaged ; and, having 
suppUed the men with ammunition and. bread 

and water, took in all the wounded who could 
be gathered up, and returned with them to 
the rear. By causing the men, when opportvh 
nxty oHered, thus to be refreshed, and to have 
their cartridge?boxes re{denished, the General 
was enabled to keep them in a condition to 
bear their heavy &tigue, and, at the. same timcj 
in a good state o£ preparation for a pretiacted 
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lise of their weapons. Besides^ in this way 
the wounded were cared for without taking the 
combatants irom the lines. 
' But the most sanguinary part of the field 

was stiii that wiucli w as covered by the forces 
engaged in rear of the plateau. After the 
enemy's brigade of cavalry had been repulsed 
by the artUiery, rifiemeuy and uilantry, under 
Sherman, Dara, and LaheVvery soon the com- 
panies ol the 1st and 2d Dragoons, Lieuteuaat 
fieynolds with his two pieces, I^e's and Pres* 
ton^s companies, and a few mounted and foot 
volu^^eers who had been rallied at the hacien- 
da, were ordered by General Tayior to move 
diiectly up ueai the base of the muuiiiams on 
the left, and id drive in the enemy's right by 
attacking him on that flank. This force was 
under the direction of Bievet Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel May. The Mawums soon began to give 
way beibre its advance, and to kuup along the 
base of the mountain toward the plateau. It 
was while this was doinsT, thiit ii l iulciit torn-* 
pest of hail an^rXi^A, with gusts of wind, came 
suddenly wfi, teesniMUDded by vivid lightning 
aud the most deafening pealis of thunder.* 

* Jhm wis 'miivii^Kng^ M aboui; tbis sudden 
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But the warni^ of the elemmts ahove stayed 

Xiot the fury of the battle below. The loud 
thunder and the pattering of hail weie answered 
back by the roar of camion and the rattling of 

musketry. 

From time to time, as our cavalry force un- 
der Lieuteaaui-Colonel May pressed heavily 
on the right flank of the enemy, Reynolds's 
two pieces were brought into action, and played 
upon him until he gave ground, when they 
were quickly limbered. up, and moved on again 
to new and closer positions ; being supported 
on each flank by the regular Dragoons, with 
t^e's squadron to the left of all. Meanwhile 
Captain Bcagg, with three * pieces of his bat- 
tery without support, advanced upon' the ene- 
my, midway between tlie Dragoons and the 
Mississippi and Indiana troops. The latter 
were also pushing ojn, and supporting, as they 
did so, Captain Sherman with his howitzer. 

tMve the slight shower during the night enoceeding the 
battle of the 22d*'we hed had no nan before, and we had 
none fbr a long time after. Some of onr army accounted 
for it as being the result of the excessive firing during the 
action. According to Professor Espy's theory of storms, 
this may have been the cause. 
* By this time Lieutenant Kilbuxzi's piece had joined 
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Oiir three pieces on the jdateau likewise di- 
.xected, for the time l^emg^ their fire upon the 

masses now giving way before this combined 
attack and advance of our entae strength m 
rear of that position. Meanwhile the wholef 
iiie ui" the lb and 24-pounder . battery of the 
enemy was oonceutraied on our. corps moving 
up toward the mountains, and nearly enfiladed 
their Imes. It wap a Hue battery, and the 
havoc it made in our ranks was a melancholy 
evidence of the skill with \\ liich it was served. 
But neither the effect of its heavy copper-^ot, 
frightful as it was, nor the continuous fire of 
musketry iiom those, now taUing back, could 
retard the steady advance of our troops. They 
swept onward tow aid the muuiittuns like a 
seine, and gathered this portion of the enemy's 
force into a sort of cul-de-sac, from which it 
feemed impossible for it to escape. The Mex* 
icans, who were thus hemmed in, were playedl 
upon by lio lebs^ tkau, nine pieces of our light 
artillery at , tb^jfun^j moment ; being the cen-> 
tre of a crei* fire from Reynolds's pieces to 
their right, and O'Brien'a and Thomas's piecea 
on their left, while Sherman and Bragg were 
teaimg them up in front. Aitliongh ;it first 

they answered our troops by a fire of musketry^ 
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as the ground from point to point afforded them 
eoweHf yet, as they became more coBdenaed, 

J , and the effect of our shot more deistraetive, 
grew paniostricken. Then horse and 
ffliMi^ tiimgled together, and, without pausmg^ 
^_ to resist the storm under wiiicii they suf- 
|ij|ed^* pressed on closer and closer toward 
the mountain. These were the men who had 
pil}ed:^iar:Wouiided, when they drove us in the 
mormng. These were the men who took no 
prisoamii when they mighi liave taken many, 
-^ntese were -the men who left no sign of life 
ill any thing Americau which hud fallen into 
their hands, the men who had stripped our 
poor fellows^ and then stood over them and 
mutilated liieir remains in the most horrible 
and revesting manner* TherjT were the men 
Avho had received the surrendered sword of 
the Texan Lieutenant, Gamipbell, a gallant 
gentleman, and then phuiged it into his bosom. 
These vrcyn the men who in the morning had 
snrromided that grey-haired man, Lieutenant 
l^Aice, of Illinois, seventy-two years old,* and 

* Tbii old gentleman had been very actire in x«i0ULg-« 
eom^^y of the 2d lUinoifl Yoliintem, by urging tbe young 
men of liia county to go to Mexico and aasiBt General 
nykpPf ithxif he lud beards was ituiannded, Mt^hmt 
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cruelly forced their lances through him, as if 
for pastime. Now they were going back over 
the same ground where £dl this work had been 
done. We had but little consideration for 
those who had had no pity for our mangled 
and bleeding comrades. And every one knew, 
if the battle finally went against us, what 
would inevitably be his own fate. All these 
things inspired our troops with a determination 
never to despair of victory ; and nerved them 
to press onward to the punishment of an ene- 
my, who, in civilized warfare, had set the first 
example of murdering wounded men. Faster 
and faster our troops gathered them into that 
little cove in the side of the mountain. They 
were about 5000 or 6000 in all ; cavalry and 
infantry, mingled in confusion ; an armed mul- 
titude ; a mere chaos of men and horses, and 
dead and dying, with flags, pennons, lances, 
and muskets, all mixed up. Hundreds of them 
endeavored to escape by clambering up the 
steep sides of the mountains ; but most of them 

he told them, that, to prove that he "would not adviso 
them to go where he dared not go himself^ if they would 
give him a commission, so that he could be •* mustered in/* 
he would accompany them. They elected him Second 
Lieutenant, and he feU as above described. He was much, 
-beloved, and his faU was deeply lamented. 




e 
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Stood huddled together, while our shot went 
crashing through them, and our shells like- 
wise, opening for themselves a bloody circle 
wherever they exploded^ 

It was at this time that the President of 
Mexico sent one of his staff officers, under a 
white flag, with a message to General Taylor, 
desiring to know what he wanted. General 
Wool was inoumediately directed to bear .the 
commanding General's reply to such a singular 
request; and, at the same time, orders were 
sent to our batteries to cease firing. General 
Wool proceeded directly up to the head of the 
plateau, where, notwithstanding the inter- 
change of flags, the 18 and 24-pounder bat- 
tery still continued in operation on our 
troops in rear; but, finding he could not 
duce the Mexican officers there to cease their 
fire, he declared the parley at an end, and 
returned to OUT lines, without having had an 
interview with his Excellency. While all this 
was going on, the whole force which had 
turned our left succeeded in escapmg from 
its perilous situation. Having recrossed 
the head of the deep ravine, they passed 
rapidly along the upper edge of the plateau, 
and, imder cover of then battery there, ixi 



Digitized by Google 



BATTLE OP BUENA YISTA, 107 

Spite of ail our exertions; united again vitli 

the main army in front. 

. Just before they did so^ however, and about 

the time the white flag came in to Oeneral 

Taylor, Sauta Anna caused his S-poimder bat- 
tery to be moved down to a point nearer the 
plateau ; and his reserves, under General Or- 
tega, were ordered fprward, and formed in 
the same ravine which had been occupied by 
General l^aciieco in^the moriung. ^ This lar^a 
body of firesh troops was strengthened by 
those of the first culumn of attack, by the 
Battahon of iieon, and by the Eleventh 
Regiment of Infantry,* " The whole force 
was then placed under the command of 
eral Perez> and directed to move forward ; the 
cavalry being ordered to its left, to icinaiii un^ 
der cover until our lines should give way* 
The approach, concentration, and disposition 



♦ hfid pirdared the battety of to adTsnce 

find take ihe enemy in ilmk ; [r] and that the column of 

attack, then posted on our left flank, ^\ here it kad no ob- 
ject oi upcr;ition, sliuuld be transfeired to our right, and 
there be joiiu d by the remains of the El oven th Regiment, 
the Battalidu of Leon, and the Kestivt"^. i^nd nil under 
the command of Bzeret General Don Francisco Perez. I 
teeeuted this in personj nncl afterwards sent for General 
Jtfon J Tniaanily and made him acquainted with my final 
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of this foice, could not be seen from any part 
of the ground we then occupied; theiefore its 

strength, proxmuty, and the point it xocnacr d, 
ime^ fjov the prosent, equally unknown. But, 
to be prepaied loi aiiy emergency, General 
Taylor sent orders to the left, the moment the 
Mexican right had effected its escape from that 
quarter, lor aU our troops there to come for- 
waid, as quickly as possible, to the plateau. 
They were liuvv^ already in motion ; our 
cavalry and artillery being obliged to go 
nearly down to the road to avoid the ravines, 
whilst the Mississippi and Indiana troops were 
moving directly across them. 

While the enemy's cavalry and lufantry, 
which our left had thus signally defeated, waa 
moving in retreat along the head uf tliu pla- 
teau, O'Brienfs and Thomas's pieces were 
advanced well to the front, and then came into 
actiuii, and o|»rii( d a heavy fire nn (iiem^ and 
CbkHiela Hardin, Bissell, and McKee, with 
their lUniois and Kentucky troops, dabhed 
gallantly forward in hot pursuit. The power* 
ful reserve of the Mexican army was just then 
emerging from the ravme where it had been 
organized, and coming forwazd on the phi^ 
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Those who were giving way raihed quickly 
upon it ; when the whole force, thus mcreased 
to over 12,000 men, came forward in a per- 
fect blaze of fire* It was a single columnfi 

composed of the best soldiers of the Republic, 
and haying for its advanced battalions the 
veteran regiments. The Kentucky and Dli- 
nois troops were soon obliged to give ground 
before it, and to seek the shelter of the second 
gorge. As the Mexicans pressed on, O'Brien 
and Thomas .opened upon them, with canisteri 
instead of round and hollow shot Being very 
close, .the destruction of life, caused by their 
three pieces^ was immense^ The advance 
of tills colunm, however, was not retarded ; 
fox they were troopa of the old line, and .were 
accustomed to blood. Arriving opposite the 
head of the secoxid gorge, one half of this 
column suddenly enveloped it, while the other 
half pressed on across the plateau, having for 
the moment nothing to resist them but thQ 
three guns in their front The portion, that 
was immediately ^ opposed to the .Kentucky 
and lUinois troops, m down along each side 
of the gorge in which they had sought shelter, 
«n4 also ciieled around its head; ai^d then 
U^eie was no possible way of escape for theu^ 



110 BATTLE OF BUBNA TISTA* 

except by its mouth, which opened upon the 
road. Its sides were steep, — at least, at an 
angle of forty degrees, — were covered with 
loose pebbles and stones, and went to a point 
at the bottom. Down there were our poor 
fellows, — nearly three regiments- of them, 
— with but little opportunity to 'load or fire a 
gun, being hardly aBle even to keep their feet. 
Above, the whole edge of the gorge, all the 
way aroiiiid, was darkened by the serried 
masses of the enemy, and was bhsthng with 
muskets directed lipon the crowd beneath* 
It was no time to pause; those who were 
not immediately shot down, rushed on to- 
ward the road, their numbers growing less 
and less as they went; Kentuckians and • 
Ulinoians, officers and men, all mixed up in 
confusion, and all pressing on over the loose 
pebbles and rolling stones of those shelving, 
precipitous banks, and having lines and Imes 
of the enemy firing down from each side and 
in rear, as they went. Just tliLii, the enemy's 
cavalry, which had gone to the left of the 
reserve, had come, over the spur that divides 
the mouth of the second gorge from that 
of the third,^^^ and were now closing up the 
only dour tiu'ough which there was the least 
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shadow of a chaace for their lives* Many 
of those ahead endeavored to force their way 

out ; but few succeeded ; the lancers we^e 
foUy six to one^ and their long weapons were 
already reeking with blood. It was at this 
tune that those, who were still back in that 
dreadful gorge, heard, above the din of the 
musketry and the shouts of the enemy around 
them, the roar of Washington's Battery* No 
music could have been more grateful to their 
ears* A moment only, and the whole open- 
ing, where' the lancers were busy, rang with 
the repeated explosions of sphericalrcase shot. 
They gave way. The gate, as ii were, was 
clear, aud out^upon the road a stream of our 
poor fellows issued. They ran panting down 
towards the battery, and directly under the 
flight of iron then passing over their heads 
into the retreating cavalry. Hardin, McKee, 
Clay, Willis, Zabriskie, Houghton, — but why 
go on? It would be a sad task indeed to 
name over all who fell during this twenty 
minutes' slaughter. The whole gorge, from 
the plateau to its mouth, was strewed with 
our dead ; all dead ; no wounded there, not 
a man; for the infantry had rushed down 
the sides, and completed the work with the 



bayonet. 
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Simultaneously with all this^ the other por- 
tion of the enemy's immense force continued 
to advance diagonally down the plateauj to-* 
ward the very point occupied by the com^ 
manding General. There was nothing to 
impede their progress but the artillery under 
Lieutenants O'Brien and Thomas. The for- 
mer of these officers, with his two pieces, 
W9S about a hundred yards to the hght and 
in advance of the latter ; and both, though 
unsupported, fell back no faster than the re« 
coil of their guns would carry them. They 
knew uur troops were hurrying up from the 
rear, and that, if they could retard the ene- 
my course but a few minutes longer^ the 
tide of battle, . now setrting so heavily against 
us, might once more turn in our favor. Sher- 
man and Bragg wer^ urging on their bat- 
teries with whip, spur, and even with drawn 
sabres ; the dragoons were coming on with 
them ; while to the left, Davis and Lane, 
with their riflemen and infimtry, — the men 
with trailed arms, — were advancing, at a run, 
over the ridges and ravines ; the awful fire of 
musketry on the plateau, and down around 
that dismal gorge, prockunung with fearful elo- 
quence the necessity of their speed. Closer 
and closer pressed the Mexicans. . O Bxieu 
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saw, tkat^ if he limb^iad up in time to save his 
guns, the enemy would carry the plateau be- 
fore our other light artillery could get to it ; 
j^Jfut that, if he stood his ground and fought 
them until they were lost, there was still a 
chance remaining to retrieve the fortunes of the 
day« It was a most critkal moment, and his 
a most perilous situation. , On his choice there 
rested infinite xeipoiisihility. His decision, 

under the circumstances, was stamped with 
more of heroism than any other one act of the 
war. Htf w tioss his cnms. 

Still onward came the Mexicans, O'Brien'^ 
men were fast ftUing around him ; he wad 

himself wounded j already two horses had been 
killed und«r him, and the third was bleeding ; 
besides, those attached to his pieces and cais' 
sons were nearly ail down, aud struggling in 
tbmt harness^ He looked back, and saw that 
the troops in rear were now nearly up, and en- 
couraged his little handful of men to continue; 
their exertions. Hie cool and intrepid Thom- 
as, on his left, kept busily at his work, and 
war likewise sudhring most terrible loss. Still 
the Mexicans came on, and were now almost 
Up to the gUDS» which were pouring into thmi 
canisters on canisters of musket baUs^ ' No 

8 
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troops could have behaved better than they 
did. Th^e was no faltering. The wide gaps 

opened through their ranks were immediately 
closed up, and the men still pressed on. Now 
nearly every cannoneer was down. O'Brien 
Linked back once more, and, thank Gud ! 
Bragg's Battery, which was leading, was just 
at that moment coming into action ; Sherman 
and the dragoons were foUowmg rapidly up, ^ 
while Davis and Lane were just bringing their 
riflemen and infantry out of the last deep 
ravine upon the plateau. His pieces were 
nearly loaded again ; it was slow work, the 
four or hv^ men about them being j^ weak 
from loss of blood. But ha was detemmied 
to give the Mexicaiis one more rnijjjd ] and he 
did 804 it "^^Z ^ might Say, r^j^ iin 
their teeth ; uud thuu liL. and the few crippled 
fellows who had survived the caiws*^ bob- 
bled away,* 

• This -sv as the manner in which T it ntcnniit O lim.u 
"turned over" (to use a professional term ior the trans- 
ferring of property from one to another) th6f^.4lwO/-c^O* 
bistod trophies to the Mexican army. TinBfwW idSter- 
ipards recaptured lyy the g«llaiit and lameated Stji^taiii 
IBiffon^ Pram, o( the 4th Artfllery, «t Chnnibwo^ It 
it mimmW iwnftihalile^ that a conp^ of ilijb*^ liisi- 
vVM^I^.ii^dioii titMj belonged ahmild 
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• While those of the Mexican army nearest 
the guns closed in on them, and, having cut 
the dead and dying horses clear, limbered up, 
and then, by hand, rolled the pieces away, the 
rest continued rapidly on, their speed being 
now accelerated to a run. Captain Bragg had 
appealed to General Taylor for support. There 
was none to give him. That which had been 
in front the enemy were now cutting to pieces 
in the gorge to which it had been driven, 
while that in rear had not yet con\e up. " Main- 
tain THE POSITION AT EVERY HAZARD," WaS 

the order. And nobly was it executed. That 
magnificent battery,* — which had encountered 
the enemy in every battle from Palo Alto up, 
and before which the Mexican ranks had wilt- 
ed away as if breathed upon by the Angel of 
Death, — now belched forth a storm of iron 
and lead, which prostrated every thing in its 
front. Nothing could withstand its terrible 

Speaking of the time when they were recovered, General 
Scott says ; " Coming up a little later, I had the happiness 
to join in the protracted cheers of the gallant 4th on tho 
joyous event ; and, indeed, the whole army sympathizes in 
its just pride and exultation." 

* Ringgold's celebrated battery until he fell ; then Ran- 
dolph Ridgely's at Resaca do la Palma and Monterey, till 
he died ; then Bragg's, 
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fiiry. In a few momeuts Shermaa placed his 
1>attery alongside, and took Up the fire; the 
diagoons were oidered to a position within sup- 
porting distance; and| at the same instant^ 
Washington at La. Angostura began to tear 
open the gate of lancers from the gorge be- 
low. Davis and Lane, with the Mississippi 
riflemen and Indiana Volunteers, having come 
Upon the plateau at some distance to the left 
of the artillery, poured volley after volley into 
the enemy, staking him in flank, and enfilading 
his repeated ranks from right to left. The 
cannonade on both sides was now so incessant, 
and the roar of musketry so loud and cohtiu* 
uous, that it was impossible, above the gen- 
eral clangor and din, to distinguish the report 
of any single gun. The i^tniggle was most 
desperate. The whole air vibrated with the 
rushing current of balls. The Mexicans fought 
as they had never fought before, and witli an 
utter disregard of life. Our men were falling 
on every hand. General Taylor himself was 
in the midst of the hottest of the fight, calmly 
giving his orders, his clothes torn and riddled 
with bullets; and, wherever the fury of the 
battle was greatest, thei;e was General Wool, 
riding from point to point, encouraging and 
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Stimulating the men to still greater exertions. 

Each moment our fixe seemed to grow more 
and more destructive. At length, the head of 
the Mexican column began to fall back ; not 
hy retreating, but by bemg shot away. Others 
pressed on to supply the places of the fallen; 
but they, too, went down. Finding it utterly 
impossible, notwithstanding all were advancingi 
to gain even a rod of ground against such a 
tempest, the whole column finally faltered a 
moment, then gave way, and in confusion re- 
treated to the cover of the deep ravine. Not 
till then did our fire slacken* The smoke, 

•which had enveloped the two armies like a 
thick veil, then lifted slowly up, and there was 
the field; blue with the unifonns of the dead ! 

With the exception of the 18 and 24-pound- 

cr battery and its strong supports, still in posi- 
tion at the head of the plateau, the whole 
Mexican army had now given ground. It had 
done so under the combined efforts of Washing- 
ton's guns at La Angostura, and of Sheiman's ^ 

and Bragg's batterieSj Davis's rillemenj and \ 

Lane's volunteer iniantry, on the plain above. ^ 

The remains of the Second Illinois Regi- 
ment were soon got together after they had 
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arrived near La Angostura from the fatal gorge, 
and were again brought upon the plateau by 
the modest and fearless Bissell, and posted on 

the right of the batteries. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Weatherford also gathered up the fragments 
of poor Hardin's regiuiunl, uud jjiarched them 
out to the head of the first gorge. They thus 
relinquished the parapet they had thrown up, 
and also the ditch to the right of Washington, 
to all that were left of the 2d Kentucky Vol- 
unteers, wiio had been brought iiwuy irom 
the go^e after McKee and Clay had gone 
down, and were now commanded by the only 
surviving field-oliicer, Major Gary H. Fry, one 
of the most determined soldiers in the battle. 

Captaui iiragg at this time advtuiced his bat- 
tery, supported by the Mississippians, two or 
three hundred yards up the plateau, and opened 
upon the Battalion of San Patricio with its 
heavy guns and its sustaining force, the corps 
of Sapperb and Miners, now further strength- 
ened by the regiment of Engineers. Oaptain 
Sherman likewise pushed his pieces more to 
the front, and operated in that direction as the 
enemy from time to time became exposed to 
gu.^ his fire. At the saiue inoiueiit, General Tay- 
lljLlor directed liieutenant-Coiouel May, with the 
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companies of the 1st and 2d Dragoons, and 
Pike's and Preston's compameS| to move up 
the ravine toward the left, to prevent the ene-> 
my from again getting to our rear by turnmg 
that flank. 

It was nearly five o'clock in the afternoon 
when all these dispositions had been made. 
The great tumult of the battle had just given 
place to an occasional caiiiioiiade^ accompanied 
by a desultory and scattering £ie of smaU 
arms, when the attention of our army was at- 
tracted toward the rear by the heavy report 
of guns in that direction. 

It will be recollected, that, during the 22d, 
General Miuon with his brigade of cavalry had 
come into the valley northeast of Saltillo, and 
had been ordered by Santa Aima to remain 
there until our troops gave way, then to fall 
upon them, and cut them up. About twelve 
o'clock, at noon, on the 23d, a large detach- 
ment of this brigade, apparently impatient at 
waiting for our precipitate retreat, passed along 
at the foot of the mountains, and ascended into 
the Pass through a deep ravine at long cannon 
range southeast &om the redoubt. As they did 
so, and swept around to gain the road between 
the battle-field and the city, they were opened 
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Upon by Captain Webster with his 24rpoiiiider 

howitzers, and, before they could get beyond 
the reach of the shellsi sastained a slight loss 

beth in men and horses. During the after- 
noon, this force was followed on the same 
route by the rest of the brigade, which, when 

it^bftd uniled wilIa its advance, halted in one 

tem^nse column, — the whole being but Ut^ 

tie over a mile in front of the town. In this 
pil^sitiou General Miaon succeeded in mtercept* 
kig the {light of several of the men who had 
left th^ field of bfj-ltie, and in makmg theni 
prisoners. The brigade, however, had hardly 
gained this new position, before Lieulenaui 
Donald^oi^ and Lieutenant Bowen, of Web« 
Ster's Battery, gaUoped over to the head-quarter 
camp, and, in cuncert with Lieutenant Shover, 
proposed that JQcnaLdsoii and Shover, --*the 
fonner with one of Webster's howitzers, the 
latter with his 6-pounder gun, — > should go out 
and Attack it by themselves, and, if possible, 
force it Uom the Po^. It was a bold pian^ and 
one they were the very men, not only to eon* 

ceive. but to execute. Licuteuaiil Shover knc 
ihat, it our army iu front of Buena Vista had 
been routed, as the fugitives had reported, a 
most^ disperat^ stand would prpl^ably b^ umi^ 



ia ^out of the town, and, for the momeut, 
tbaiefo»y he did not feel auUiohzecl to leave 
a posUiou which General Taylor had ordered 
ilim to defend to the last extremity. But afte?^- 
wards, when he found that our lines were still 
maiutauuug tbeir ground, md that be eoui^ 
then leaire the head-quarter camp withoufio 
much danger of. cuuipioaus^uig it^ safety, he 
dashed f(Mrward with his ;glin at a gallop, haying 
for a support a promiscuous crowd of mount- 
ed and foot voiunt^rs, teamsters, and citizens, 
whom PkymesterWeston, MrJUTindeir, his clerki 

and several other ^pirUt^d gentlcnu li had gath^^ 

ered up among those who had ^ to the town* 

They were without organization, or even any 
eommander, wd ioUowed sai alter hm a« hest 
they might, but yelling and whooping most 
imernally.^ they went, Lieutenant Donaid* 
son soon got out his fM^pooade? howitzer, and 

in a few minutes formed a junction with Lieu- 
tenant ^hover I having tof his support Captain 
Wheeler'f company of the Sd Dlinois Tolun-- 
teerPt Pming this mnoj Miaou's brigade bad 
beon put ift motionf «nd was now taking » 

direction evidcnlly to regain the valley from 
which it had ascended. Lieutenant bhoveri 

twing sihe^i wcui :tb# first to hiing it with^ 
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in range. He immediately opened upon it, 

strikiug the column in flank, and doing much 
execution. Lieutenant Donaldson, with his 
howitzer, then came alon2:side, when they two, 
thus united, absolutely drove General Minon's 
whole command ' for at least three miles, 
causing him very considerable loss. At length, 
as these two determined officers azrived at 
some niilis * near the mountains toward the 
east, Captain Wheeler's company was advanced 
as skirmishers, and occupied the buildings and 
a stone aq^ueduct which is there; while the 
two pieces remained in battery, and continued 
to play oil tiie brigade. General Minon sev- 
eral times formed some of the squadrons com- 
posing the rear of his column, with a view of 
charging these guns ; but the ground was so 
broken, and the fire so well directed, that he 
as often rehnc^uished his purpose. Finally, 
he hurried on, and at length abandoned the 
Pass entirely, and, descending through the deep 
ravines, made a rapid retreat to the piam below 
the town. He continued, as he did so, a long 
while under the fire of Lieutenant Donaldson's 

• Ariape's "Milln. They are turned by the water of the 
spring at Buena \ ista. It is carried to them by means of 
» deep ditoli or oaaai» and by aquedoctB aeroM tiie isrinee* 
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howitzer^ which was of heavier metal than the 

gun of his gallant comrade. This was oue of 
the most daring exploits of the day. The 
communication between the amy and the city 
being now completely opened again, Lieuten- 
ent Donaldson and Lieutenaint Shover, with 
their pieces and supports, returned to their re- 
spective posts. ' 

Meanwhile, upon the blBittle-field, the enemy 
still held the position where he had first estab- 
lished the battery of the Battalion of San Pa- 
tricio ; and, as the sim settled dow n still lower 
in the west^ he was. seen to move up one or 
two other regiments, the mope certainly to 
maiintam it. As this force could not be driven 
from the point it occupied, except at a sacrifice 
we were not in an immediate condition to 
make. Captain Bragg's battery, accompanied 
by the Mississippians,* was withdrawn firom 

* Colonel Davis was severely crippled, when he first 
came under fire in the morning, by a «ihot throu8:h the 
bones of the arch of one of Ms feet. He continued, how- 
ever, to lead his men until the fury of the battle had 
sub^^idedy wheal lie was forced by the exceedingly painful 
and daxigeroiui nature of hia wound to seek stirgical aid. 
Th» renuduB of has gallant tegiment fell into good hands. 
Hfjor Bradfivd mceeded him in eonunand,— a gentle 
man alw«y^ diatingulahed far hia aoldierly beazing, and 
tkfOBjfiewm in hM» fat hia eodnaaa and ntteor contempt 
of danger. 
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its fire to the foot of the plateau. Captain 
Shemw still xemamed at ttxe same advanced 
point, and stiU continued to fire upon such 
portions of the eueiuy as he could now aud 
then reach with effect. As the sun sank lower 

and lower, the occasional rattle of musketry" 
gave piaoe to dropping shot, whicbi in turui 
became less and less frequent, and at length 
entirely ceased. The fire of artillery on both 
sides had gradually subsided ; the sun went 

down; tlio hccu y 'uid reverberated report of 
cannon had longer and more uncertain inter-*^ 
▼als ; finally it was bushed ; a profound and 
pauUui silence succeeded, and again the cold, 
deepening shadows of evening began silently 
to sluul over tlic Held, The two armies were 
9tiU there, and were still ste^y regarding each 
other, face to face. "JPhey were standing al- 
most upon the game ground where they had 
• respectively stood the night before. But in 
the Mexican lines we could heur no duimaied 
harangue, no responding vivas, not approving 
cheers; and the night wind brought not to 
our ears again the witchery oi that .fiweet 
inusic. One coul4 baldly realize, as he now 

looked upoii the dark luaus^ea gl the two ar- 
nuea, that they had been so mingled in bloody 




I' 
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8trif0 iince last he saw them eimilarly situ*> 

ated ; all was now so calm. Indeed, hardlf 
a sound could be heard, save the occasional 
dismal flapping of the wings of the fierce za- 
palotes,* now hovering oyer the Pass, or the 
distant and almost human yell of the hungry 
wolves, answered by othersi away in the gloomy 
recesses of the surrounding mountains. They 
were already beginning to gather in to their 
horrible repast. And now^ scarcely an evi* 
dence of the conflict could be seen, except 
when one took a closer survey of the ground 
about him4 Then, scattered on erery hand, 
how many and many were the dark forms 
which met his eye of what had been stalwart 
men and powerful steeds! some lying as if 
asleep, and some in strange, unnatural postures, 
with the moonlight resting steadily and cold 
on the bright points of uniforms and trappings, 
all still and firm as if they were belted to 
stone, —not tremulous and moving, as when 
on breathing, animated beings. These were 
fearful proofs of the desperate struggle which 
had gone by« These ghastly figures, with 



* Zihfia4a't0f • ip«oifl« of ToHure irith Uaok body a&d 
idngi. The head, tail* and tips of tlie vmgs we white. 

They fij hj night as well as by day, a&d aie yery fierce. 
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the immovable luminous points resting upon 

them, were the solemn characters, the terrible 
hieroglyphics, traced upon the fiteld, which, 
being deciphered amidst the obscurity of night, 
told in mute but eloquent language how dread- 
ful a day had passed. 

So ended the battle of the 23d of February. 

Early in the evening every preparation had 
been made to resist any attack the Mexicans 
might offer during the night. Along our 
whole front there was stretched a close chain 
of sentinels; while, to observe the enemy's 
movements, should he attempt before mornnig 
agam to turn our left by infantry along the 
mountains, a piquet of twenty-five regular 
dragoons, under Lieutenant Carleton and JLieu- 
tenant Givens, was sent far up the ravine in 
rear of the plateau. At the same time, the 
mounted companies of Captain Pike and Cap- 
tain Preston were directed to proceed to an ad- 
vanced point across the stream/ to watch him 
from that quarter. The remains of the Missis* 
sippi regiment were sent in to the head-quarter 
encampment near Saltillo, while the seven 
fresh companies stationed in and near the city 
were ordered to replace them upon the battle- 
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field* Indeed, every anangement was soon 
completed far renewing the struggle the coming 

day. The wounded were all gathered up, aud 
carried to the cathedraiia town.*" Our troops, 

uithuut moving from.w'.their pobiiions, were 
supplied with hread, Jttealty and water; and our 
dragoon and artillery hoaises, still under the 
saddle or in liarness, were refreshed with lor- 
age where they stood. All these things being 
done, the night passed, slowly away, and, al- 
though cloudless, was extremely inclement. 
The troops were nearly exhausted from their 
protracted labors ; aud now, in addition to 
their fatigue and want of sleep, they were suf- 
fering intensely from the cold. It was a most 
gloomy and horrible night, and one which our 
buldiers, who stood shivering there amidst the 
dead, and with their arms m then hands ready 



* A lai^e train of wagons, filled with our wounded, was 
conducted to Salt£Uo« doring tlie nii^ of the 23d, by Enoch 

March, Esq., of IlImoiB» a moat gaUant old gentleman, 
and one who, though' connected inth the azmy only in a 
civil capacity, was always fbimd, dnrlng the battle, where 
he cotild be of aerriee ; whether it was in the thick fight, 
in gathering up our poor fellows who were mangled and 
bleeding, in rallj^g those wiio had given way, or in the 
iiK Innrholy duty q£ conducting this long train to the cathe* 
drat in the city. 
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for instant combat, can never forget No one 
despaired of ultimate success. The advantages 
the enemy had at first gained had been, one 
after another, wrested from him. So far the 
battle was ours ; and every man upon the field 

still held firm his resohition that it should con- 
tinue to be ours. But already seven hundred 
and fortyoshc* of our little army had been 
struck down, aud all felt that the anticipated 
conflict of the approaching morrow would be 
as bloody as that of the day which had gone. 
No wonder, then, that this was a most anx- 
ious and melancholy night. 

During the evening of the 23d, General 
Marshall, with a battery of four heavy guns 

under the gallant and accomplished Captain 
Prentiss of the U* S. 1st Artillery, and a de« 
tachment of ' Kc^ntucky Mounted Yolunteers, 
started from the Pass of the Rinconada, and, 
by a forced march, su<$ceeded in running the 
gantlet of Blanco's and Aguierra's rancheros at 
Capeiiania on his right, and General Minon's 
whole brigade on his left, and, before morn- 
ing, arrived, within striking distance of Buena 
Vista. miich praise could not be bestowed 
upon this little command for its extraordina- 
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ry efforts to get to the field in time to share 
ia the perils and glory of the coDllict. la less 
than one night, it marched thirty-five miles 
over one of the worst of roads ; and, at the 
crossing of every ravine, the officers and men 
were obliged to assist w itli ropes, not only in 
letting the cannon down the lirst bank, but m 
pidlin^ them tip the opposite one. In this 
way those deternuned fellows came on, with 
the enemy, more than- ten to one, hovering 
about them on every liaiid. The timely ap- 
proach of this force, together with the troops 
he had drawn from SaltUlo, afforded General 
Taylor q^uite as many combataiUSj in front of 
Santa Anna, as he had when the battle com- 
mencedj and even one piece of aiuiiuiy more. 

At length the long hours of the night had 
worn slowly away. Just before day, the moon 
went down* Soon afterward, the gray, and 
then the purple streaks of morning began to 
lighten up the eastern sky, a) id (he stars, one 
by one, to melt into the bhie of heaven. Grad- 
iially the-tnirrounding objects became more and 
more distinct as tiie day approached^ Then it 
was that a 9Q|ind iK^«t along our liiM^er to be 
iciiiembered. It was but a biijgle cry at first; 

then a mninnir^ which rose and swelled upon 

9 
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the ear like the voice of a tempest ; then a 
]Hroloiiged and thrilling shout ; 

Victory! Victory! Victory! Thk ene- 
my HAS FL£b! Th£ field IS OURS ! 

Reader! you should have heard the wild 

hurrah that then rang throughout that Pass ; the 
longi ezultanti American ^^HubrahI" Even 
the old mountains theraselves^ turned traitors 
for the moment^ and yelled to their hoarse 
echoes to repeat' it. Again and again it 
sounded^ and right over the inauiuiate remaina 
of the gallant men who had poured out their 
blood and yielded up their lives to win this 
new glory for their country. And then, with 
mingled feelings of sorrow for' the dead, joy 
for the victory,^ and gratitude to God, many 
a strong heart was moved; the big drops 
trickled down many a rough and powder- 
blackened lace ; and sterui brave men, whose 
eyes, for many a long day, had not known 
the refresiiing moisture of a teaTj wept now, 
even while they shouted in triumph. 

And it was so ; — the heavy masses of tho 
Mexican army, whichi when the night shut 
down, extended along our front from the 
stream to the mountains, were nowhere to be 
seen when the coming day again lit up the 
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^Paas. Silently, and almost as unaccountablyi 
as the phantoms of a vision, they had gone 

away. But, in the twenty-five hundred dead 

and wounded m^n^* whom they bad left be^ 
hind, and who would not vanish with the 
darkness, we bad nielancboly evideacei that 
their hieiving beexi before w, and struggled 
"with US for two long days, was something 
more real, than the flitting vi^|;efiei <^ a 
dream. 

By seven o'clock, our scouts brought the 
information- that Santa Anna's whole army 
had falleii back on Agua Nuevaj but our 
troops were not only too much exhausted| 
but too few, to pursue and attack him there. 
Soon afterwards, General Taylor, accompanied 
by Greneral Wool and nearly all the staiST, and 
having, as a guard, the companies of the 1st 
and 2d Dragoons, and Pike's, squadron, moved 
up to the plateau and along over the battle- 
field; and thence, following the enemy's trail, 
to La Encantada. No one can imagine, much 
less describe, how dreadful a scene it was for 
the whole way. All of our men who had 
fallen^ and whom the enemy had been able to 

• • See Appendix, F. 
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reachy were stripped of every article of cloth- ^ 
ing, and gashed over with wonnds evidently 
iiiflicted after de^th. The Mexicans, on the 
contrary, lay just as they had died. The 
plateau was covered with the dead, and the 
gorges and ravines in front were filled with 
them. The ground, furrowed by cannon-shot 
and torn by the bursting shells, was liter- 
ally reeking with blood. Men and horses, 
parts of equipments, shattered muskets, drums, 
trumpets, lances, swords, caps, — in fine, all the 
paraphernalia of armies, were scattered, crim- 
son with gore, in every direction. The Mex- 
ican wounded had nearly all been taken to the 
coyer of the raviues, or along the road beyond 
cannon range ; and two or three surgeons^ had 
been left behind, and were now busily en- 
gaged m. trying to save them.. ^ As our dra- 
goons passed along over this part of the field, 
the cries for' water, which were heard in 
every direction, were truly heart-rending. Out 
men dismounted, -tod gave the poor fellows 
their canteens, and placed beside them, upon 
the ground,^ the contents of their haversacks. 
It was a .touching sight. 

Arriving at La Encantada, General Taylor 
directed Major Bliss, As^istaat Adjutant-Geu- 
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eral, eisftW^d by twenty-five dragoons under 

Lieutenant Buford, to proceed with a flag to 
Agua Nueva, and negotiate with General 
Santa Anna an exchange of prisoners. We 
had taken nearly three hundred, and it was 
the Oenejal's desire to give theni up for those, 
who, under Major Gaines and Major Borland, 
had heen captured, by General Minon, at 

Encarnacion, some time before the battle. 
The Mexican .army had taken only seven of 
our men on the 22d and 23d of February, 
and those not on the battle-iieid, — there, they 
took none,— but between Buena Vista and 
Sahillo. General Taylor also directed Major 
Bliss to request the Mexican , commander to 
send for the wounded he had left behind, and 
to express to him the desire still cherished by 
the American government for the reestablish- 
ment of peace. 

■ When Major Bliss arrived near Agua Nueva, 
he was halted by the enemy's guards; but, 
having made known that the purpose of hia 
visit was to obtain an interview with Greneral 
Santa Anna, he and his interpreter* were 
both blindfolded, and were then conducted 

* Mrc^Tbozoiui H. Addicka* of San Antonio de Bexar, 
TexMf . ^ 
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forward to a room in one of the buildings of 
the village which had escaped the conflagra* 
tion. There the bandages were taken from 
their eyes^ when they found themselves in 
the presence of the Mexican President, sur- 
rounded by his generals. The Major at once 
informed his Excellency of the mission with 
which he was chained. To this. General 
Santa Anna, — to use his exact language^ as 
reported by himself replied as follows: 

" Say to General Taylor, that we sustain 
the most sacred of causes, — the defence of 
our territory and the preservation of our 
nationality and rights j that we are not the 
aggressorsi and that our government has never 

offended that of the United States. We can 
say nothing of peace while the Americans are 
on this side of the Rio Bravo del Norte, or 
occupy any part of the Mexican territory, or 
blockade our ports. We are resolved to perish 
or vindicate our rights. Fortune may not 
always favor the enemy; his experience on. 
the S2d and 23d should convince him that 
his luck may change. The Americans wage 
against us a war of Yandalism, whose excesses 
outrage those sentiments of humanity which 
one civilized nation ought to evince toward 
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another* In proof of tlii3 assertion, you have 
but to go outside of this apartment to see still 
smoking the dwellings of this recently flonr- 
islimg , village ; you passed the same vestiges 
of desolation at La Encantada, on your route 
hither ; and, if you will go a little farther on, 
there, to Catana, you will hear the moans of 
the widows and orphans of innocent victims 
Who have been sacrificed without neeessity. 

"With respect to the wounded whom Gen- 
eral Taylor invites me to mud for, I can only 
say there can b6 nimi save those who have 
been too much hurt to arise from the field, or 
those most in advaince who %mained in the 
ravines; and, as I have not the means for 
their ponveyance, I trust that,imder the pro* 
tection of the law of nations, he will have 
them carried to Saltillo. As for the prisoners 
General Taylor wishes to exchange, I know 
not wlio they can be, unless some of our dis- 
persed troops, or some who, irom the fiitigue 
of the last two days, remained asleep when 
we moved. But, in consideration of the 
courtesy he has shown with regard to out 
wounded, I consent, la the name of the nation, 
io Please all the pidsoners we have, whether 
taken at Encarnacion or La Angostura/* 
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His Elxcellency, in continuatioD^ spoke of 
his having won the battle bf General Taylor, 
as of something about which there could be 
no diffeiwCe of opinion. He lemarked casu- 
ally, that he had brought with him, as tro])hies 
from the field, three pieces of ordaauce, and as 
many stands of colors ; ^ and that, in falling 
back to the position he then occupied, he had 
done so as a mere matter of convenience to 
liimself and his army. Major Bliss and his 
interpreter wer^ then permitted to take their 
leave without being blindfolded. The Maj(jr 
immediately returned, with his escort, to 
Buena Yista, the commanding General having 
come back from La Encantada duiiag his 
absence. 

All the rest of the 24th, and the day follow- 
ing, were spent in collecting and burying our 
dead^t and in gathering up the Mexican 

♦ The reader has already been informed how Santa 
Anna obtained the three cannon to which he alluded. 
The flaggy which he dignified by the title of ''etanda of 
oolon/' were merely the enudl auigns which bekaiged to 
some of those Yolunteer compames who ran from the-fteld* 
and which, being eneumhraaces to their flight, their bear- 
era had throwii away. 

t Sach regiment and corps chose for itself some quiet 
little nook to the left of the itmail eminence in rear of 
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wounded, and takiug them to. Saltillo, where 
they received precisely the same personal 
kindness and professional treatment from our 
surgeons as had been bestowed upon the men 
of our own anny. Preparations were also 
made to. renew the conlhct, should the enemy 
return. Captain Prentiss's heavy guns took 
the place of Washington's Lights Battery at 
La Angostura ] and Lieutenant Benham, of the 
Engineers, with a large detail of men, soon 
improved the ditch, raised the epaulment, and 
strengthen0d the traverse at that point to such 
a degree as to make it far more difficult to 
carry than ever. . , 
Up to this moment in describing the har- 
ried movements and combat of the two forces, 
.and the continued pressing of one important 
event upon another, it has been impossible, — 
without danger of mjuring the impression it 
was- hoped the reader would have of the bat- 
tle in its progress from the beginning, — to 
mention many individuals by name, except 
those belongiilg to the Line of the Army. To 
all who have thus, far perused this narrative, 
this must certainly -have been self-evident. 

La Angottma, andthfitebiuied, aide bj^ldfl^ tli« Mmams 
of th» sa]]Ant mea d«a«h liad selected fnm it. 
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But Justice to the Staffs always so diatiiH 

guished, demands that, at this point, the 
names of all its membe»| who participated in 
the conflicts of the 22d and 23d of February, 
should be distinctly recorded. 

Of the A4|utant-Oeneral'8 Departmenty there 
were but two officers on the field; Major 
BUss and Captain Lincoln. It would be so* 
pererogatory to write here any thing more 
than the names of these two distinguished 
soldiers. The same remark is applicable to 
Inspector-General Churchill, and to Colonel 
Whiting, Assistant Q,uartermaster-Geueral| two 
of the staunchest veterans in the senrice. 
Colonel Belknap, on duty in the staff of the 
commanding Genend, was conspkuoas for his 

efforts to rally our liyiiig troops, as was 
also Major Munroe, Chief of Artillery. Major 
Joseph H. Eaton and Lieutenant ' Oamett^ 
aides to General Taylor, and Lieutenant 
McDowell, aide to General Wool, carried the 
orders of their respective chiefs into all parts 
of the field, and weie noticed everywhere for 
their coolness and address. The same may 
be said of Lieutenant Robinson, aide to Gen* 
end liSne. Of the Quartermaster's Depart* 
ment, there were but two captains present; 







BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 139 
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Captain William W. Chapman and Captain 

ChiUou. The former, as extra aide to General 
Wool, displayed ^at bravery iu repeatedly 
conveying orders tinder the most withering 
fire, and was highly complimented for his ad- 
mirable arrangements for the defence of the 
train on the afternoon of the 23d. The lat- 
ter, being extra aide to General Taylor, was 
eonspictieas for his daring. Captain' Sibley, 
of the same department, was on duty at the 
head-quarter encampment near Seltillo, where, 
thougii not actively engaged, he rendered good 
service. 

Of the Medical Department, there were on 
. the field Dr. Hitchcock, Dr. Madison, Dr. Leve* 
ly, and Dr. Prevost They were ably as« 
sisted by the surgeons of the Volunteer regi- 
ments. The eoumgeons manner in which 
these gentlemen passed along our lines and 
rendered assistance to the , wounded, often- 
times at the moment they fell ; the positions 
- of imminent peril to which they cheerfully and 
at all times hmrried, whenever their profession- 
al services were required on the instant ; the 
care with which they had those who were 
struck borne to the rear, and subsequently car- 
ried to Saltillo, and their assiduity in attend- 
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ing upon them day and night, gamed for them 
the unqualified praise of the whole army. 
Major Dix, Major Coffee, and Major Colquitt, 
of the Pay Depaxtment^ aud extra aides to the 
commanding General, were, in a high degieoi 
cotispicuous for their intrepidity. 

The servicesi during the battle, of Major; 
Mansfield, of the Corps of Engineers, were just- 
such as would be expected from an officer who 
enjoys the reputation throughout the army of 
being quaUiied in every respect to command . a 
hundred thousand men* Lieutenant Benhami 
of the same corps, was always in advanced posi- 
tions, and consequently always in danger. He 
performed his duties with great credit, and 
had the honor to be wounded. Of the Corps 
of Topographical Engineers, there were five 
officers present in the battle ; Captain Linnard, 
Lieutenant Sitgreaves, Lieutenant Pope, Lieu- 
tenant Franklin; and Lieutenant Bryan; and 
each one of them was highly distinguished for 
the fearlessness with which he discharged the 
important duties of his station. They all 
served as extra aides to General Taylor or Gen* 
eral Wool. 

Lieutenant Kingsbury was the only officer 
of the Ovdnance Department present In ad* 
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dition to the performance of the legitimate and 
extremely arduous duties of his station, he 
likewise served as extra aide to the command- 
ing General, and acquitted himself with gal- 
lantry. The Subsistence Department was 
well represented by Captain Amos B. Eaton, 
who also served upon the field in the immedi- 
ate staflf of General Taylor. Major Craig, 
Chief of Ordnance, and Surgeon Craig, Medi- 
cal Director, had been detached from head- 
quarters, and did not arrive upon the &eld un- 
til the morning of the 24th, but came in time 
to render valuable services in their respective 
departments of the staff. Major McCuiloch, 
Major Roman, Captain Davis, Captain Howard, 
Captain I^aper, and Captain Gilbert, of the 
Yolunteer staff, did their duty like soldiers. 
Mr. Thomas L. C^[ittenden, of Kentucky, vol- 
• unteered his services as aide to General Taylor. 
Ills coohiess and daring were the subject of 
remark. Mr. March, Mr. Parker, Mr. Addicks, 
Mr. Potts, Mr. Henry A. Harrison, Mr. Bur- 
gess, Mr. Henry Howard, and Mr. Dusenbury, 
though hot attached to the army in a military 
capachv, went upon the ground and fought 
with great courage. 
During the evening of the 25th, lieutenanl 
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Rucker, with his company of 1st Dragoons as 
a guard) marched all the Mexican prisoners, 

who were to be given up, to La Encantada, 
where Inspector-General (Jhurchiil tbrmally 
turned them orer to Captain Faulac of tUlr^ 
Mexican army, liits Adjulaiit-Geneial of iSuul^.v 
Anna."^ On the 26th, our spies reported tl»tlSi^ 
enemy was beginning to break up his camp at ; 
Agua iNueva, and was rapidly lalimg back upoi^ ^ 
the road leading toward San Luis de PotoittL 
{larly in the afieruoon of that day, a strong 
party of obsenration, composed of the two 
companies of the 1st Drao:oons, associated with 
Pike's and Preston's companies of Arkansas 
Mounted Volunteers^ pushed on within half a 
miic ui Agua Nueva, and, duriiig a close re-t 
connoissance, succeeded in capturing two lan- 
cers, from whom it was ascertained that the 
whole of the enemy's artillery aud imamry 
had already gone, leaving a force of upwards 
of uUUO cavalry, uudci General Torrejuu, to 
cover their retreat* On the 27tk our entire 
army returned to Agiia Nueva. The epemy^s 
cavalry had abanduned^ that place at haU pa&i 
eight o'clock in the morning. Our advance- 
guard, composed of the 1st Dragouu2>, e^tjpred 
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it two boun later. The ruins of the village 
were literally crowded with the enemy's 
wounded, and many who had died were lying 
pboTXt still unburied. Here we leamed from 

the 3urgeons and woinided oliicers, who had 
Imsxi left behind, that the whole Me^caji army 
was in a state of utter disarray and demorali- 
p,lion I that 4000 men, at least, had already 
/^serted, 3000 of them having abandonecl 
then: colors on the night of the 23d.* It 
was General Taylor's purpose at once to pur« 
sue the enemy so as to beat up his quarters 
fit Encarnacion by daybreal^ the following 
morning ; but, upon examination^ our cavalry 
^d artiiieiy horses were found to be so exf 
hausted, as to be in no condition to take the 
road for so lung a march without wuicr, until 
they had had at least on^ day's repose. 

On the 28th, the wounded whom the ene« 
Bay had abandoned at Agua Nueva were carried 

to the hospitals at Saltillo. late in the evening 

of the samQ day, the few prisoners General 

* Wbielt 'WHS the ftet We subsequently leamed that 
at least 2000 wLt byPanas, toward ibe west; that as 
many more passed by La Hedionda toward the east ; while 

large numbers took the Mazapil load, and scattered through 
t)ie country m tlu^ di^^eetioxv* 
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Minon had taken came in from Encarnacion, 
having been released at that point by Santa 
Anna, and furnished with passports to our army! 
Lieutenant Stiirgis and the dragoon^ who had 
been lost at La Hedionda on the'ievening'of 
the 20thj and whom we had considered as sac- 
ix^cedi to our astonishment and gxeat joy re- 
turned with this party. At the timeihey were 
captured, they had arrived at the top of the 
hill, which they had climbed in order to recon- 
noitre the valley beyond, when they were fired 
upon by an out4ying piquet of General Min- 
on's brigade, some twenty-five in number ,* but, 
fortunately, were not struck. They immedi- 
ately turned and ran down towards the place 
where they had been obliged to leave their 
horses, the -whole piquet following them. In 
their rapid flight,' they both fell prostrate, and 
were overtaken and secured by tiie jld^xicans 
before they could recover their feet: They 
would have been niiirdered on the instant, had 
it not been for the timely intervention of the 
officer commanding the party. They were 
then taken to General Minon s head-quarters 
at Guachuchil. The General treated Lieuten- 
ant Sturgis with marked courtesy and kind- 
nessi and showed a most gentlemanly and delir 
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«at6 regard for his situation aod feelings ; ndt 
asking, tor peimitting any of his officers to 
asky any questions about our army, about the 
immediate purpose of our strong party of ofr- 
servatiou then at La Iledionda, or any other 
question idikh die Lieutenant could not an- 
swer with perfeet fieedom and propriety. Jle 
then figured as a mere spectator in the brigade, 
in its mioeh to the valley mxtth of Saltillo, mntd, 
during the battle, in its advance up into th^ 
Pass between the city and Buena Tista^ Afi 
the time it wbs under ^fbe fire of Wehsfer^s, 
Donaldson's, and Shover's guns, he had the 
misfortune to be in imminent peril of his life 
from the shot of his most intimate friends, 
then cutting up the brigade about him. On 
the morning of the ?84th, he still accompanied 
General Minon, as he left the valley by the 
Palomas Pass, and as he afterwards circled 
around by the way of San Antonio to La He- 
dionda, and thence, finally, to Encamaeion. 
On being released at that point, General Min- 
on kindly presented the Lieutenant with a 
inost beautiful ckiak, made of black relvet 
and richly embroidered ; and also with a horse, 
on which to return to Agua Nueva. Santa 
iftxina likewise gave him a passport under his 

10 
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own baud. Justice toward General Minou- 
who is represented as being a most accom- 
piished and elegant gentleman, requires that 
his kind and considerate deportment toward 
one of om o^ers, whom the fortune of war 
had tiiiowj^ into his hands, should be fully 
stated* 

On the 1st of March, Colonel Belknap was 
furnished, with a command, and ordered to 
proceed to Encarnacion to cut up the enemy's 
rear guard of cavalry, reported as still remain- 
ing at that place. This command was . com- 
posed of the four compames of the 1st and 
2d Dragoons; two pieces firom Washington's 
Battery ; two or three hundred volunteer cav- 
alry, including Major McCulioch's Texas spy- 
company, and Colonel Bissell's Second Regi- 
ment of Illinois Volunteers ; the last in wagons, 
so as to move rapidly and still be fresh for 
combat. It left Agua Nueva at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, the purpose being to march 
most of the way in the night, the better 
to elude observation, and then to attack the 
enemy in his camp at daybreak the following 
morning. There was every, indication, for the 
whole of the way, of a most hurried retreat 
and the most dreadful distress. The xoad was 
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literally strewed with the dead and dyings and 
with thosd perishing firom feitigue aad want of 
water. It was a most melancholy and touch- 
ing picture, that of soldiers in uniform, who, 
having been spared in battle, were now yield- 
ing up their lives without a wound. 

Colonel Belknap arrived at Encamacion just 
at the first gray of morning ; but nearly all of 
the enemy had fled. Several white iiags were 
flying upon the battlements of the church of 
the hacienda aiid other elevated points, indicat- 
ing any thing but resistance on the part of ithose 
who still remained. Some few^.officers and 
men, on seeing the approach of our party, at- 
tempted flight by mounting their horses and 
hurrying away. The Texas spy-company 
started in pursuit of them, and, as it was a 
level and open plain, the whole chase was in 
full view of the command. The Mexicans, 
one after another, were caught to a man, and 
conducted back to the hacienda. 

We imiagmed, that, durii^ the battle, and 
upon the field when the conflict was ended, 
and afterwards upon the road over which, the 
enemy had retreated, we had witnessed human 
suffering in its most distressing forms. But 

such was not the «ase. The scene presented 
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to OUT eyes on entering within the walls of 
Eneanutcioa was so filled with extieme and 
Qtter agony, that vm at oos» iseaaed to shodder 
at the remembrance of any misery we iiad ever 
befoie locdced upon. There wm diteB hm<-* 
dred men crowded toirr tlif r lu that wretched 
phkce, two hundred and twenty-two of whom 
}md been wounded at Baena Tista and l>n9iiglit 
thus iaiL, There were hve ohicers amongst 
tikem. As ihey had received but litde nst^. 
cal nttentioii. and liad been h;u'a:sscd and worn 
down hf 4j:avelling so far, whiie debilitated 
with ptim and loss of Uood, tbeir wounds 
were nearly all either gangreued or highly ix^ 
Aamed^ Many of them were enduring die moflt 
excruciating torments ; inaiiy were dcliiious 
£cGm excess of anguish f while othen, wikose 
wounds had become mortified, w«re perfectly 
composed, and yet were even more piteous to 
behqidy «s their very quietness was but a more 
certain indication oj' spcudy dissulutioii. in liue, 
1^ wbe4e hacienda presented, at one glance, 
si pietare of death, embracing all the de gre e s, 
from the siiong man, bearing with forti- 
mde against the sun and ipsedy fatp whiah 

awaitiMi hmi, down to the poor liiaiLai stnig- 

glmg in the last 4throe jo£ existense, Jia4 jdl 
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intermixed with them, were the bodies of those 
who had just commenced the long journey, 
yet warm, and lying in the VEirious posi- 
tions they were severally in when life depart- 
ed. Poor fellows ! No beloved eye had beamed 
tearfully upon them in their last moments. 
No voice of affection had murmured in their 
ear little gentle words of hope, or that touch- 
ing comfort, We shall meet again ! " And 
there was no kind hand to honor their remains 
by straightening them for the grave. 

During the fury and excitement of battle, we 
had no time to indulge in feelings of sympathy 
and commiseration for distress ; particularly 
when we witnessed it among those of our ene- 
mies who had been stricken down. Then, we 
were Americans, and they Mexicans, our bitter 
and relentless foes. Now, meeting together 
when the thunder and excitement of the battle 
had subsided, we were men, and were meeting 
too on that level, of which all become sensible in 
the presence of death. The Mexicans had been 
taught to believe the Americans were almost 
savages ; but, when they saw our men kneeling 
down beside their suffering comrades, grasping 
them kindly by the hand, giving them water, 
and all the bread and meat they had brought 
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for themselves, they were aliected even to 

tears, and feelingly exclaimed, <^ Bv^nos Ameri' 
eanos ! Buenos Americanos f " There was a 
priest there, dressed in his white robes ; and, 
without eaaggeration it may be said, his 
whole time, While we were there, was occu- 
pied in administering the sacrament of ex-* 
treme unction to those who were dying. 

At Encarnacion, we learned that Santa 
Anna himself had hurried on directly to the 

capital, but that all that was left of his army, 
in a state of almost positive disorganization! 
had retired by the way of Cedral, Yanegas, 
and Matahuala ; General Minon's brigade cov- 
ering the retreat. Couriers preceded the Presi- 
dent, announcing to the people a brilliant vic- 
tory over the Americans i * Bon£res and 
illuminations lit up every town -and city from 
the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific Ocean, 
^tes and balls, and merry peals of bells, and 
grand processions and orations, were the con- 
sequences of the report of a triumph, which 
flew throughout the length and breadth of 
ihe land. As early as the 27th of February, 
Santa Anna wrote to the Minister of War and 




* See Appendizt H. 
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Marine an account of the operations of 

his army, and concluded by saying ; The 
nation, for which a triumph has been gained 
at the cost of so many sufferings, will learn, 
that, li we were able to conquer in the midst 
of so many emterrassments, there will be no 
doubt as to our final success in the struggle 
we sustain, if every spirit but rallies to the 
one sacred object of common defence. The 
army has done mpre than could be expected 
under the laws of nature. After a march of 
twenty leagues, [!] sixteen of them without 
water, and without other food than a single 
ration, which was dealt out at Encamacion,* 
it endured the fatigue of combat for two days, 
and finally * triumphed.'^ What a triumph 1 
If the manner in which the Mexican forces 
retreated from Buena Yista, and went back 
toward the capital of the Republic, was that 
which should characterize tiie return of a vic- 
torious army, God spare us from ever win* 
ning a battle ! 

We afterwards learned from the Mexicans 
themselves, that every hacienda and rancho, 
on the road over which their countrymen re- 
treated, was crowded with the wounded, and 

• See Appenaix. L 
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those who were sick and disabled from thft 
hardshipa and sufferings incident to such a 

cuufuised rout j and that, fiuaiiy, ui all thatw 
army which, one month before, had left, Saa 
Luis Potosi, confident of success, and moving 
q£[ in its strength with inspiring mu&ic^ with, 
pomp and magnificence, with the bcazen. 
olaagor of trumpets, and w ah banners flying,, - 

an anny conunanded by the President in, 
person, and the fine^^ji the Republic liad ever 
sent to the &eld, — there returjued less than, 
12,000 men, and they worn down by fatigue,, 
Wiih loi^ ol discipime and morale, and withv 
aU theii: high bearing completely subdued. 

During the night of the 2d of March, Colo- 
nel ikiimap's command returned to the camp 
at Agua Nueya. On leaiping the wietdied 
coudiiiou ol ihuse of the enenay h'i\ at En- 
eamacion, General Taylor sent to their relief 
eighteen iiiulu-ioad:^ of provisions and other 
necessaries, and, at the same time, had such 
of the wounded as were capable of being 
(emovud, bj:ought to Saltilio, where they could 
receive bettei^ attention. 

: While the nmin ^^Army of Occttpation'^ 
!WWi-Aus employed in the advanced points to 
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which its operations had been pushed, its hue 



at Camargo, Matamoras, and the Brazos St. 
IagO| was entirely cut off by the iarge cavalry 
force, under General Urrea and General Rck 
mero, then oa the road between Monterey and 
the Rio Grande One of our trains had been 
attacked, its escort captured, and its unarmed 
teamsters had been butchered| and then burnt 
with their wagons. Attempts to destroy sev^ 
eral other tradns had likewise been made ; but 
the different forces which guarded thm had 
the better fortune to drive the enemy off, and, 
on two or three .occasionS| to cause hm conr 
siderable loss. Now that Santa Anna's prin- 
cipal army had been beaten from our fronti it 
was an easy nwuter for General Taylor to open 

his communication to the rear. For this pur- 
pose^ ilMi^viog General Wool in. command at 
Agua Nueva, be started, on the 8th of March, 
foe Monterey, whencOi proceeding in persoa 
. against General Uma and General Ronaero^ 

he at once forced them beyond the Sierra 

Madroi thus leaving the whole valley of the 
Bio Rnivo Norte agaiu ia our possessiQiv 

At the Ba^e of Biiena Tista, the conflick,^ 



of CO] 



ieatioa with its d^p&ts of supplies 
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was begun with only 4691 men on the Ameri- 
can side. Santa Anna's army numbered more 
than 21,000, in our front, all regulars ; General 
Minon's brigade of veteran cavalry of 2000, 
and the ranchero force at Cappellania of 1000, 
in our rear; beside the brigade of General 
Urrea and General Romero, east of Monterey. 
The whole of this force, reckoning from the 
Rio Grande, was cut up or driven back far to 
the south of the mountains, and all by our 
handful of men, in less than twenty days 
after the first gun was fired. 

The efiects of the Battle of Buena Vista 
upon the war were incalculable. Had Santa 
Anna destroyed General Taylor's army, — and, 
under the circumstances, defeat and total de- 
struction were synonymous, — he could have 
poured his triumphant column through that 
gate of the moimtains, the Rinconada Pass, 
into the valley of the Rio Grande ; and then, 
subsisting upon our stores, fighting with our 
guns and our ammunition, and using our ex- 
tensive means of transportation with which 
to pursue his onward course, what could have 
interposed to prevent this self-styled "Napo- 
leon of the West " from executing his favorite 
vaimt, that he would plant the flag of Mexico 
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upon the banks of the Sabine ? In addition to 
all this, Colonel Doniphan's command, which 
fought the battle of Sacramento on the 28th 
of February, must inevitably have been cut 
off, and every advantage, which, from the 
battle of Palo Alto up to that time, had been 
won at so much cost of blood and treasure, 
would have been snatched from us, and the 
whole war farther removed than ever from any 
prospect of a termination. Had Santa Anna 
been victorious over the Americans at Buena 
Vista, and then pushed his operations into 
Texas, with a force, it will be remembered, of 
over 26,000 regulars, well supplied with all 
the materiel of war, would the investment of 
Vera Cruz have been attempted at the time 
it was ? Would not the veteran army of the 
United States have been compelled first to re- 
trace its steps in order to force back the veteran 
army of Mexico ? * Suppose Santa Anna had 
been successful, would he not have had time, 
had it been his policy so to do, to reach Vera 
Cruz, and attack General Scott, even before the 
city and the Castle of San Juan d' UUoa had sur- 
rendered ? Or, had he marched directly to Cerro 
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Gordo^ with such an army to oppose tlie 
advance of the Genend-ia-Chief to the capital, 

how immense the loice we should have been 
obhged to send into the fields kow gieal 
must hare been the destruction of life ; and 
what an ex.]^&sjsQ,o^ tieasme. aad oi time^ Ioq^ 
must there lumf^^tieiiy before our flag wouii 
knvu lloated, ai> il now does, above lliu lowers 
of the ancient city of the Aztecs. Besides^ had 
Santa Anna been succesrful in his northern 
campaigrij the wlml* nation would have been, 
animated with enthusiasm, and would have riaea 
iii iu'iiii>. The internal dissensions, by which its 
€«nergiea were paralyzed, would have disap^ 
peared. The cries of the numerous parties 
opposed to ■ the govermneut would at oncer 
have been, drowned by shouts of triumph* 
Then, with, her po{iulj.Lion of seven mdiions, 
with her jpeopb united and taking up arms, and 
with her difficult moimtain passes, Mexico would 
have been a formidable antagonist to any in* 
vading army, which should attempt te pene- 
Ixale to her capiLal. It needed f)UL one v:<'tor3r 
to produce Ibis gmai change*. And so the lead-* 
ing men of the country understood it. They 
had, therefore, spent much tnno^. and <^YftrAi«»^ 
great care, in collectings evenfiom remote states, 
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in oiganmng, and in. j^paring at all pcrnits, 
what was called the Liberating Army of the 
North." It was composed of the very flower 
of MexioOy and was oommanded hy h^ most 
distinguished warrior, — the prestige of whose 
name alone was xegaided m worth a host. 
It was a beavtiM 'lib^^iP^m^^ ; the just 
pride and the hope of ^-every patriot in the 
land. In a oonntrir wlbstt 'ritiite were torn by 

open rebellion, as well as by the insidious and 
assassin-like machinations of plotting facticmSi 
— without a ddbur in h«r treasury, and with 
ruined credit, —it had been a great, a most diffi- 
cult, effort to produce it. It went forth, and 
the whole nation kept a listening ear turned 
toward the direction of its march. Each 
breeze from the north was expected to bear 
upon its wings a cry of victory. It came at 
length, and glad sounds, as of a Jubilee, 
arose from every city and hamlet; but, ere 
their echoes had died away, the shattered 
remnant of an army was seen returning ; — an 
army defeated and ruined. It was all that 
was left of the Liberating- Army of the North. 
Tlie whole Republic comprehended at once the 

character of the triumph it had just celebrated, 
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and, losing heaxt, despaired of success from 
that moment. 

Such were the results of the operations of 
Oeneial Taylor's little ^^Axmy of Occupation 
during one short month. 

When the disparity of numhers^ — the long 
time in which the two armies struggled to- 
gether, — their condition, respectively, as they 
approached each other, and their compaiatire 
condition after they had separated, — are all 
carefully considered, the Battle of Buena 
Yista will probably be regarded as the greatest 
ever fought on this continent ; and it may be 
doubted if there can be found one that sur- 
passes it ill the history of any nation or of 



any age. 




Digitized by 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX 



(See page 35.) . , ' 

The following letter, descriptive of the marches al- 
luded to in the text, was written by the author of the 
preceding narrative, for the Washington "Union." 
As it may be interesting, from the account it gives of 
the country passed over by the "Centre Division,'', 
commanded by Greneral Wool, it is here published at 
length. - < i •* 

" Camp of the Centre Division, near Parras, 

"State of Cohahuila, Mexico, December 13, 1848. 

" To THE EDrroK of the Union : ^ ^ 

" The numerous correspondents to your paper, who 
are with General Taylor and General Kearney, have 
kept your readers well advised of all tho transactions 
of the ' Army of Occupation ' and the ' Army of the 
West,' even to the minutest detail. But the ' Centre 
Division,* under General Wool, although it has ad- 
vanced farther into Mexico than either of the other 
two, has hardly been heard from since the day it 
passed the Rio Bravo del Norte. 

• • • « 
" The Centre Division is now within 600 miles of 
the Pacific Ocean. Its march, since it first passed the , 
natural boundary of the two republics, has been a long 

11 
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end excessively arduoas one; and I now devote the 

first leisure hour I have had for a great w hiie to giving 
you a brief and hurried account, oi some of the events 
which thus far have marked its progress* 

^ On the 8th of October, the advance of this col* 
umn, commanded by General Wool in person, and 
numbering 1954 in the aggregate, arrived on the left 
bank of the Rio Grande, nearlhe Mexican town San 
Jualli Bautistii, better known as Presidio. It had been 
" eleven days in traversing the count l y from San 
Antonio de Bexar to that point, a distance of 182 
miles, A flyittg bridge had been constructed by 
Captain Eraser, of the Engineers, and transported in 
wagons from San Antonio, for the passage of the riv- 
er. It was soon put in operation ; and, by the evening 
of the llth, the whole of the command, and the ,im- 
mense' train of stores which accompanied it, were safe- 
ly landed wpon the opposite shore. The Rio Grande 
at that place was found to be 270 yard^ wide, lis 
current was exceeduigly rapid, and its waters turbid 
and of a yellowish-gray color, like those of the 
Missouri. ' 

At this point General Wool published an order, in 
which he defined the course h^ intended to pursue. 
said that he had not come to make war upon the people 
or peasantry of the country, but to compel the govern- 
ment of Mexico to render justice to the United States* 
All, therefore, who did not take up arms against us, 
but remained quiet and peaceable at their homes, he 
should not molest or interfere with, either as regarded 
their persons or their properly ; and all those who 
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■hould furnish supplies would be treated kindly, and be 
liberally paid for whatever we ahould receive froria 
them.' 

" The better to protect the ferry estabiished upon the 
river, and to keep it secaie for the troops and supplies 
> to be ferwaided. by Inspector-General ChuichiH, com* 
manding the rear column, Captain Fraser was di- 
rected to construct a redoubt as a tete cU pont on the 
right hanky and, on the ieA,a field-work;-— to he de^ 
fended by two companies. A force sufficient to carry 
into effect such a purpose being detached from the col- 
umn, the general pushed on to San Juan Bautista. 
This town contains two thoua^d inhabitants, all Mex* 
leans. The Wldings are of stone, or unbumt bricks 
(adobe)^ and, with but little preparation, are capable of 
being easily defended agsiuast a superior force. Not 
the slightest rea(^tance,^^liowiever, was oflfered, although 
the people are represented as being exceedingly hos- 
tile toward us. But a few weeks before our arrival, 
three or four companies of dragoons are said to have 
been quartered there ; but they had ialLan back on the 
main forces assembled at Monterey. Ptesidio, like 
Bexar, Guerrero, <kc., was one of the points estab- 
li3hed early in the settlement of the country for the 
confinement and labor of state prtsoAers ; and by an 
-edict of the J^g of Spain, published in 1773, it was 
created a m Hilary post, and made one of the cordon 
then formed lor the protection of the frontier. 

The Jesuits erected a large mission within a mile 
of the city similar to the Alamo, La Purisima 
Concepcion, San Jose, San Juan, and Espadu, near 
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43aii Anfmiio. It u a fnanlTe structure, built entirely 

of stone, but now fast falling to decay. When we 
passed it, the wind was howling through its ruined 
eiches, like a. Voice of mourniog for those gone tn>m 
beneath thenif never to l^tum. Mitred bishop and 
cowled monk, veiled nun and tinnid devotee, have 
loDg since passed away ; and the grass and wild-flow- 
ers grow in the deserted oorridors and over 
crumbling walls, and jQocki of goats herd in. the 
solitary courts. 

" The country in the vicinity of this city we found 
to be ^ery fertilet especially where it was artificially 
irrigated. Cotton, sugar, corn, wheat, sweet potatoes, 
and almost every description of garden vegetables, 
besides figs, oranges, peaches, and other fruits, were 
raised with but little kbori and in considerable abun- 
dance. We were able to procure a sufficient supply 
of ibrage for the use of the command, and at very 
reasonable rates. 

Going from thence westward, the column was 
obliged to march, twenty-six miles without water, 
when it arrived at the towii of San Juan de Nava, sit- 
uated in the middle of an immense plain, and watered 
entirely by irrigating ditches, which are said to have 
theur fountains in a range of hills twenty miles (o the 
left of the trace. This town is represented as con- 
taining twelve hundred inliabitants, and is built en- 
tirely of athbe. Three fourths of the houses were 
not occupied at all, and were fast becoming untenant- 
able. The people, with uvo or three exccpuuns, were 
^^^wetchodiy poor, and even OKxe ignorant than the 
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Indians of our plains. The business of the place i$ 
the Taising of stock, which is tended by herdsmen, and 
driven from point to point upon' the prairie, that 
spreads out almost to the horizon on every side. 
In the immediate Tioinity of Nava there are exten« 
Ave fields of corn ; and there, lik^ise, a sofficieot 
suppTjrwas procoied for -the fora^ of all diexnimala 
of the column. c 

*' From Presidio to Nava, the whole country is a 
perfect level. In the tiiae of the Jesuits, it was all 
higlily cultivated ; but now there is not a single hu- 
man habitation between those two places. In the 
olden times, when it was smiling with plentiful crops 
of com and and was enlivened by the voices of 
husbandmen, the lowing of cows, the bleating of 
numerous flocks, the tinkling of bells, and the noise 
and hum of life, how^ beautiful it must have been^ 
compared with hs pi es e nt des6iaironl Marks of the 
irrigating dikes traverse the plain in every direc- 
tion; and at distant intervals, along the wayside, 
are s<9en tb^. Ttiina of #SDy of the ancient granaries, 
once filled widi plnrtilat hafrvwibi, but ^ttow ' empty, 
and fast crumbling back to the level from whence 
they were reared, ' ' 

A few raBes west of NAva^and to the left of Gea- 
. erml 'Wii^d mm^'lStiBi^ iltfr^iittful island of tobet;, 
which the Mexicans call El Arbolado de los Angeles^ 
— l^e Grove of the Angels. It is said to surround a 
fiMr%jH4ng ime»i itodhft ^MiMde^ by the inbabit- 

anti itt a slkiMi places Tins is mieiitioned smu^ 

* - ♦ . » . . . 
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to illustrate the fact, that in this country, as In all oth- 
ers where the people are igaoraut and superstitious, 
every natural object of beauty or subUmity,— wheth* 
er mduntain, plain, groveV or river, — is invested with 
some name calculated to awaken poetic and religious 
associations. ' ' 

^ The next city we Visited was San Fernando de 
Bosas, containing hetween three' and four thotisMid 
souls. It is embosomed in an extensive mot of tim- 
ber^ whichf from its size, and the^ character of the 
trees, we supposed must have been planted when the 
city itself was first buift. A line stream of clear 
water, called Arroyo jE^cowefiV/o, — Hidden Brouk, — • 
runs on nearly tiiree sides of it; and, stretching off all 
around, lies one of the most fertile plains in Mez* 
ioo. There are two extensive- plazas in San Feman-. 
do, each surrounded by the residences of the most 
wealthy citizens, which, although built of stone and 
m the Mexican style^ have an air of neatness and 
taste we. had hardly expected to see. The people 
we found to be very friendly in their feelings toward 
us ; and whatever supplies we required, they furnished 
with much cheerfulness. When we commenced our, 
line of march tte next day, every eye was turned to 
take one more look of San Fernando, — literally, 
of Rosea, , And the scene it presented, , with the 
quaint dome of its old church surmounted by a cvoesr 
and rising above th^ surtounding foliage, — the pure, 
white of its edifices, glistening here and there through 
the dark green trees»— and its singular position^ like, 
-sfhat of an oasis, not in a desert, but on an uninhabited 
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plain, — was one of the most picturesque and pleasing 
we had ever beheld, and one we shall long love to 
vemember. 

" Our come now bedame mote southerly, the direc- 
tion bcincr for the head waters of the Saiitai ita, and a 
pass through the Sierra de San Jose. We had not pro* 
ceeded far before the country begiui to be more ster- 
ile and Inroken, and long ranges of mountains to 

* skirt the horizon, both upon our right hand and upon 
our left; while, in front, a formidable chain of them 
presented a.benrier which it appeared impossible we 
should ever be able to pass with bur artillery and 
immensely long train of wagons. However, as we pro- 
ceeded, faliey aAer valley opened before us, through 
which our road wound upwards, until at latf; we attained 
their very summit. Even Were there room enough 
in this letter for the execution of such a purpose, it 
would be impossible to describe the magnificence of 
the view then spread out before u& Toward the east 
we looked down on the widely extended -plain over 
which we had so long been journeying. In the dis- 
tance the ;gfove of San Fernando was still visible; 
white ats>ur ^et the valley of the SaHtarita lay like a 
map^ with the winding course of the river distinctly 
traced upon it by the dark line of foliage that fringes 
its banks. On either hand the peaks of the range 
upon which then stood appeared less and less ae 

- they! became mcne removed in - perspecdye, until, ut 
the far-off blue, their outlines faded from our sight, 
and . mingled with the faint undulations of the sur- 
rounding hoiizon ; while> in the west| the Siena de 
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Santa Rosa ascended like a huge and batUemented 

wall, with its serrated crest jutting aloft in strong re- 
lief against tlic clear sky, and its precipitous sides 
hung about With festoona of white and purple douds. 

"The San Jose mountains are clad only with a 
thin covering of grass, sprinkled here and there 
with isolated tufts of sotoi, cactus, palmetto, and i/itcca 
ml&ifoUa, Their upper stratum b fossiiiierous lime* 
stone, but below they are reported as being very rich 
in silver and copper. Many years ago, a mine is 
aaid to have been opened a few miles to the leftof ouif 
loadf and operations in it Were carried on wi& coo* 
siderable success; but at length the Camaiiehes be^ 
came so tiuubiesume, that the workmen were obliged 
to abandon it. 

. ^From these mountains we descended through a 
tortuous gorge to the Llano do San Jose, — a broad 
plain, extending with few interruptions lu the foot of 
the Bierra de Sbnta Kosa, a, distance of thirty miles; 
and our route lay. directly across it ..Midway in this 
plain, and only three miles apart, we encountered two 
formidable rivers, — the Alamos and Sablnas, which, 
at their junction, form the Solado, an afiiuekit to the 
JEUo Bravo from the west, and uniting, with* it at 
Guerrero. They were each about forty yards in 
width, upwards of four feet in depth, and had a 
current of almost iocDedihle rapidity. In short, tbey 
were absolute tomnts ; to cms whkh wa had neither 
bridges nor boats, nor the means wherewith to con- 
struct themi and it was almost a matter of impossi- 
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Uiity for hoiBes or mules to maiDtain their footing in 
the water, eyen fbr a moment Hovever, by tlie as* 
sistance of ropes and the active exertioilsi of the men^ 

the diiiicullies they presented were at Icugtii nvor- 
come ; and all the forces, with the cannon, and iho 
ammunition and provision trains, consisting of two 
hupdred heavily laden wagons, passed- them bo(h^ 
"without any material loss or acci<l' iit. ' 

" The direction of our march was then for liie city 
of Santa fiosa, which is situated Jmmediately at tbd 
foot of the Sierra of that name. It contains be- 
tween two and three thousand inlKt!);!;iiiLs, is huilt 
of the same material as the other tow n^ we imd 
]>a88ed, and is capable of being as easily defended* 
Many years ago, it Was a plaee of mUch importance 
IVuiu the rich veins of silver iuund in its vicinity ; but, 
the political dissensions of this unhappy country 
prostrating, as they did, every thing like enlerprite, the 
mines, by not being worked, were allowed to be* 
come filled wnli w.iter, IVoni which they Ikivc' jiot yet 
been entirely cleared. It haa been left tor an Amer- 
ican citizeti, named Dr. Long, * a resident in Santa 
^Rosa, to undertalto their' d)radnage ; and he-wiil soon, 

no d()ul)t. rcLip an iibiuiJaiii reward i'<jf his labui-s. 

" Tiie General eiitnred the city with his whole force 
on the d^h day of Ocfo)^, and withc»t- meeting 
the -sliL^hto'st opposition Ihrni the isifaaWlftnls, They, 
in turn, likewise ilirni.sh(>(J ail the supplies he re- 
quired; ajKJ, in fact, regarded the approach of his 
column with ^eeluig* of leas dread Hhan they would 
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have doae, had it been composed of troops of theiif 
own nation. Before the Centre Division left San 
Antonio de i3ezar, Grencral Wool had made every effort 
to procure accurate ioformatioR respecting the va- 
rtous routes to. Chihuahua. He was' assured, that 
whichever he sh i ilii select, ho must of necessity 
pajG» near or tiirougti banta £U)sa; and that from 
there he might have it in his power to make choice of 
any of the three following, viz. through Nacimiento 
clfl Rio, or Head of the TJivcr Sabinas, via San Carlos 
and Alamo ; through i^uerto de < )l)ayos, .by the way 
of Cuatro GienagBs and Santa Catarina ; or through 
Mondova and Parras. The whole country betweea 
the Sierra de Santa Rosa and Chihuahua, as far 
norljh as Paso del Norte and south to Monclova, was 
represented as consisting of mountains and extensive 
arid plains, with few inhabitants and no supplies, and 
destitute, ill a great measure, of waiti-. W hen he 
reached Santa Rosa, he found these representations 
confirmed, and that the two &rst*named roads were 
altogether^ impracticable, for precisely those reasons; 
To a great extent they were nothing but mule-trails, 
over which, so far as he could leara,no wagon had 
ever passed, and where, too, .for distances exceeding 
ninety miles, not one drop of water was to be found 
To att' inpt to lead an army over such a cuuiiiry by 
such roads would, thtsieibre, have be^n an act of 
madness f attA one' which could not for a moment be 
seritfusly ihooght of. ile accordingly adopted the 
only alternative left him, wh eh was to push on to 
Muuciuva, and Irom theace to i'arras, whore he would 
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Strike the great road from Saltilio to Chihuahua, upoa 
Vhieh he coidd, without much furdier dMlp|^<!(i|)p(> 
ceed tothe latter place. Our course WBa,- # ift ftf oF B , 
changed directly south, through tlie valley lying Be- 
tween the tSierros of Santa Bosa and Ban Jose. For 
nearly the. whole distaoce we met with few indica- 
tions that the coiHitry>*%a8 at >aU inhabited V 
occasional flocks of sheep and goats^ tended by soli- 
tary jmtores^ and aumhering, in scmie instances, as 
Hiany as 2O50OO. . . ' . ^ 

• ^As^e proceeded^ tiie beneniiess and sterility cl^ 
the valley mcreased ; the soil being unable to support 
much else beside the cpuntless varieties of the cactus, 
dwarf miesfuUe^ Boiolfyuedf wod the celebrated agd»$ 
Am^Hama^' — the emhiry plaint of the north, and >the 
maguey of Mexico^ From the as;ave the people of 
this country make their national drink, — pulque^ the 
process of raaufactih^ which has been so often 
described ; and 'flns, when distilled, forms a nauseous 
and intoxicating liquor, called mescal. 

- The mountain scenery, surrounding us on eve- 
ry side, we ; had' neterseen^ eqi^led ; and many was 
the picture presented to' u% "When the sight of long 
ranges and groups of them, with their precipitous sides, 
now in deep sliadow, now standing sharply out in the 
brij^t «mli^, wouUh have filled -unth- ecsQury a Sal- 
vator BmU' i ! v^. . , . ' i» - t*^ 

- At length we arrived at the Paso de las Hermanas, 
situated in which is an extensive hacienda, occupied by 

^ Seiior M^|iiel|B]a&eo^ of the most tafluentiai. citi^ 
sens of Gsfthnilii. . He feceiYed us widi much' courtpsy, 
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wad estooded towaidr the ct&om llie hNpilmlitiies of 

his mansion. Goii^ through this pass, we at once 
cnlereti inio the great valley of Monclova, watered by 
a river of the same name and the &k> Nadadoraa,*^ 
eaoh an affluent to the S^ado. Ourxoune then lay 
in a southerly direction across this valley, till we 
arrived at the city of i\iouciova itself, before which 
General Wool again encamped his cdunin. Wheve 
no reeistanGer had been made an .the part of the people, 
no surrender of any city through which he had passed 
had beeii deinaiided hy the Gonoial ; hut, as tiie auUiur- 
itiea of this place had made a protest against his ad- 
vance upon it, he determined at once to take fonnal 
possession of the town, and accordingly, on the 3d of 
]\ovci liber, entered it wiiii uU iiis forces, and had the 
nationai flag di^pUiKyed from the top of the Giovenior^s 
palace, situated on the prindpal plaza. Hefe it 
was determined at once to establish a depot. : ) 
collect all tile < niii and lluur from tha surrounding 
country it would be possible to obtain*- This would 
obviate the necessity of depending on their being re* 
ceived by the lone" and, in a wet season, totally im- 
practicable rouit; iioin Port La Vaody or even from 
C^amargo ; to which point a direct communieadoii was 
immediatsly opened, it being, lor land carnages, 408 
miles nearer to Monclova than the former place. 
The General intended to relinquish all hop© of 
oeiying supplies from ike east so kmg as aaylMOMBi* 
bility existed of ^theringthem up in the country; mai 
every exertion was accordingly made to < in y s k li a 
^ux^Q uuo e§bcL . iL was asceruuned^ ihax ^isfge 
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quantities of wheat and com had been sent from Mon- 
clova, and neighboring town Cienagas, to .supply 
the M^odcisi anny at Monterey^ and, wan leceatly, at 
Saltillo; atid, on the yery day we enterod the city, 
10,UU0 poiiiifis of floiM". w Iiinh was going in that direc- 
tion, were sui/ed and at oaca turned into our di pot. 

u Genaial T^lor having aent ordei^ for the Centre 
Division not t6 proceed, beyond Monclova until the end 
ut liie armistice, or the receipt of other inslrnctitiiis, it 
was obliged to lie ti^re for the period oH twenty-aevea 
days. All thia time mm occupied in perfecting .the 
discipline of .the troops, in ^the collection of stores, as 
before bUileU, aaU iu liiiiking extensive reconnoissances 
of the aurroiioding country. . During that time In* 
spectoi^Greneral ChurchiH came up with the rear coU 
umn. By his "arrival our train was also enlaiged by 
100 waguii:s more, wuli iilled vvidi bupplies. 

" On t)m 24th of November,— the armistice having 
expired, — th0 whole divisian, whh the exception of a 
command of ftbout 250 men, which was left to gaard 
the depot at Monclova, took up its line of marcii iur 
FarraS) 160 oiiles distant; the general course being 
nearly sopth-weat If you will ky before yod a Span* 
ish or Mexican map, you will be able to trace our 
route tiuougli the ioiiowiiig places, viz. Ca^uina, 
Marques, Bajan, La Joya, Punta de Estadosa, Punta 
de Reata, Jara), San Antooio, Teneja^ Ci6naga 
Gi^de, Gralera, and Ojuelos, on to Parraa, at which 
place we arrived ou the 5th instant, and are now 
encamped belbie the towo^ 
. " Pteas is aaid to contain 6000 inhabitants. It is 
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built in such a manner as to render it more difficult of 
capture than any town we have yet seen in the iie- 
public* The streets «ie • exceodingly iwtrow and 
crooked, and nearly e^eiy one of -tfaem lias <te Mch 
side a thick adobe wall, some te^ or twelve feet in 
height. A high range of mountains rises up rmmediate- 
Ij m the rear of the city, easy to ,be maintained ; ^Me 
along its entire front, and ekirting each of its flanksi 
are immense vineyards, surrounded, also, by walls 
of great height and thickness. Its situation is at the 
foQt<^ihe qelebrated.Boisonde Aialpaini,and is i^boot 
100 miles from Saltillo, 200 from Duiaago, MO horn 
San Luis dc Potosi, 150 from Monterey, and 450 iiom 
Chihuahua, it is represented as being near the centre 
of the hest grain-growing region in Mezicor; the husi- 
ness of the place, however, is the ciiltine of tlie grape, 
and large quantities of wine and brandy, of a supe- 
rior quality, are annually transported on the backs 
of mules' to all the principal towns throughout the 
countly. . ' - 

* *' This city being the key to Chihuahua, General 
Wool was anxious to reach it much earlier than he 
did, and would have done so by nearly a month, had 
it not been for. the amistioe, as has already been 
shown. Once being here, he would be at liberty to go 
with his whole force to that place, or send a detach- 
ment to take possession of it, while the rest would be 
free to coopemte with tbe Aiiny of Oocupatioo, er to 

move on Durango or Zacatecas, as the exigencies of 
the service shouki most require. As it was, however, 
itttalligence was received, pievioul to hisarmaihere^ 
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that most of the troops, which had assembled in the 
upper provinces, bad iaiiea back upon the lower, 
thereby itndering the Decessity of the whole division 
marching in that direction out of the queation. - And 

now the proximity of S;uit;i Anna, and the srreat 
efforts he is making to conc<3ntmie uiid prepare lor the 
field the -most formidable wtmy Mexico, has . ever «]^- 
rayed against us, imperiously demand that vre remain 
at or near the position we at present occup\ . iliat w o 
may be ready at any moment to form a junction with 
General Taylor, and perform our past in -the most 
fearful'gaime that has been played for many a year, 
and one in wliich \vc have Santa Anna for an antago- 
nist; — but who yet has been ubie to compute the 
stakes? 

^ "I haye ahready made this letter too long ; but, be- 
fore I close it, peniiiL me to say, that, for the mainte- 
nance of this column, almost every article, whether of 
anununition, subsistence, ox other stores, had to be 
transported from La Vaca hbre,— a distance of 800 
miles. The labor required to procure the necessary 
wagons, teams, <^., and to organize them inta trains, 
though great in itself, was not to be considered in com* 
parison with that of guarding ihem through a hostile 
and, in a measure, unknown country, and bringing 
^em, without loss, over desolate plams, rapid and al- 
.most impassable rivers, ov^dr high sierras, and through 
dangerous defiles, where it was incumbent upon every 
man not only to exercise the utmost vigilance, but lit- 
erally to put his shoulder to the wheel. Wherever 
we went, the necessities of our position urgently de- 
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manded that we should be encumbered with all these 
thing? so indispensable to our existence, to the success 
of our enterprise, and to what,^ in imy situation, would 
make us an eflfeettve force, in debits of the natuxaDy 

inhosnitaLlr.' bujTunness of ili^: L'ountrv, or the (jiiuris 
oi* an active enemy in laying it wa^ie beiuit- u^. As 
yet our-prt)gxe8B has not been retarded by the firing 
.of a single shot; but our officers and men have Uip 
bored with a zeal and fidelity, which can never he ap- 
preciated but by those who have witnessed their ellbrta, 
and observed ftom day to day how xnady have been 
the obstacles they have overcome to reach this 
vanccd position. The cniuiniipd evidences of their 
e,^rgy and perseveronQO have been sutilcient, aside 
from the other and nme weighty consideratioai of 
^triotism and desb^ for distinction, to warrant the 
belief that the flag of our 1';ir-(;l]' and beloved couuiry 
is safe when intrusted to such hands. 0«** 

Four days ^r the above Jetter wag writtont the 
Ceoke Division left Farm for Affm> Nueva. 

. . See AppeudiK, B. . 



4 

(Bee page &) 

A&BT the BattW of Buena Vista had been foughti 
aeveral officers aret said to have ckined iha honor of 

having chosen the ground Mpon which it took place. 
As selection of the held had been made by Gen- 
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eral Wool iiimself, he desired to correct the mistake 
which those olhcers were laboring under, evidently 
from ignoiance of that fact Accordingly he lyiote 
tlie follo^Hng note to Captaiti Ckrleton, of the 1st 

Dragoons, who, as one of his aides-de-camp, was with 
him at the time the choice was made. 

r 

" Sir : You may recollect, that the next evening (that 
ot the 22d l>ecember last) after my arrival at Agua 
Nueva from Pamusl left my camp to tiak CKe^serals 
•Butler and Worth, who were bpth reported being 
cuniiiicd by liiiiess at Saltillo. I was accompanied 
by Captains Liee, 111 ibesr^hapi^^n, my aide, and 
youraell^ acting tide-de-^tiip. Before we reached 
La Encaatada^ b'becnnr ^uite Idark ; axifd, whflst pars- 
ing through the valley toward Saltillo, some of the 
party, on several occasions, had to dismount in order 
Id keep the lea^/ It W89 too dark, owing to a fog, to 
ittakiB t reconnoissaaoe of the valley ^- that night^ 

"The nexi iuoiimig,! returned to Asnm Nueva, ac* 
companied only hy yourself. The remumder of my 
Staff did not leave Saltilla untii toward ni^t When 
I arrived at ibe Fkaa^ or Narrows, where Washing- 
ton's Batterv \\ ,js stLuioned durinop the Battle of Kuena 
Vista, i halted to e^^amiae the position. Will you do 
me the fkvor to fine what passed^^r vtbb said, on ^toA 

^ Tic. the Pass of Buena YiBta* 
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occasion, m reference to the Pass,' the smrrounding 
jbeights, and tlie gullies on the right of the position ? > 
" I, am, very re^>ectfully, • 

>^ Your obedient servant, . 



To thb letter Captain Carieton replied an foBowt : 



GsmsftAL : I have been honored wit^ the receipt 
of your note of this date, and, in reply, would state, 

that, by a reference to my ' Journal of the Marches, 
^•c., of CreneraL WooVs Cokamy I find, that, on the 
21at of December, 1846, jou. arrived in the iralley. oC 
La Encantada, with your whole force, eoosiatnig of 
cavahy, artilleiy, and infantry, with their complete 
tiaius, and encamped at Agua Nueva, situated at its 
southern termii^tion. That point is twenty mil^ in 
advance of Saltillo, which city was then occupied by 
General Worth, to w hose assistance vou had marched 
ixom Farras, a distance of one hundred and hiteen 
jnilea, in leas than foiir days. At that time, the com* 
mand of General Worth was only a brigade, and he 
ha4 sent, by express, u request to yuu, at l\uTas, to 
join him with your column, as soon as possible, to assist 
in rep^iUng an attack, then daily expected fh>m tbe 
enemy in force under General Santa Anna. 

"About the same time. General liutlrr arrived at 
Saltillo ixom Monterey. On the evening of the )^ 
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JOS^ WOOL, 17. & M 



To Captain J. H. Caslztpn, 

*^IH Dragoons^ Present** 



^*Buena Vista, Mexico, July 27, 1847. 
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of December, you left your camp, at Agua Nueva, to 
visit both iiim aad Ueiitjral VV\>nii, — it being iQitf 
portedjha^ tbey were couf^ied .to tileiv beMb In otagh 
sequeace of the- wc3^d^ thoy had xiteeived. You 
were accompanied by Captains Lee, Hughes, and 
Gimpamo, U.> A., by your aide, Lteuteikaai MqDqw- 
ell, and bf myse^, tlMO on duty alaa as ooe of youc 
aides. '-'It^ivas quite dark whea you left.AgiU^ JN^u- 
eva ; and, when you arrived at that part of the Pass of 
3u^ip^%t8L kopwa aR htx Ajigostura^ a heavy fog, 
accomjpanied^ by jxaii, had fl^t in, lenderingnt so mij^ 
more ao, thttt it .waa with the utniost difficidty the^ibad 
cuLild b'j kept. Indeed, tlic officers who were with 
you were Irequenily oloiiged. to dismount and seek for 
it on. eiihev hand. It ]M yaat eleven o'doek, at night 
when yeii aalllpimr party leadied SaltiUo. The neoct 
day, when your ijUcrview with Generals liirJer and 
.Worth was concluded, you staited on your return to 
ypur camp at Agua j^hieyc^ acoompanied only, by my- 
self^ all the ofher oAeenioWho' had gone to Saltillo 
with \ (jn b(,'j ng still dctuiiuMl iIrtc by official busi- 
Ofis^, AVhea you had proceeded as for as La Angoa«- 
tuxaf iofti0::ii^e in adfanee of the hacienda of San Juan 
de la Buena .'Vlilta, yott' bailed, and, after havthg 
glanced over the ground on each side, you said to 
niii j * Mjr.Cari^to%tbti» i&.tbe very spot of aU uther» 
I have yet aiieitL ul lleiieot^%bioh I , flhodid eelect 
■batti^, were t obi i^od wl4£*a amall army to fight « 

IbLl'llO- OIK'.'' ■ - • • •• ' '-^ 

" You ihon^iiKunteci out to me what ,j(;^^^onceivad 

,^f^ itiB.0mt w(fi^ edvanti^ it |iinwMjiil|.i||i 
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fiaid tliat the net-work of deeply-worn channels on 
tin- 1 Lgiitwettidcomplei' 1\ jirotect th.it lliiiJt; that tIk? 
Jieighm, oayottf teft* wouki ocnnmatid the vottd, wbii« 
llie ravine* in front of them, him)' whieh Mend: fcack 
to liic iituuiitaiii uii iliiiL side, would cripple the move- 
mmtH of th» e»emy, should he aiteiiijji to tuxa that 
flank. Yoo ixmtliMied eonyeniiig with m# oa tbi» 
subject, until, as you may recollect^ we met Lieotan* 

ant McCww t!, iiii A'1ill';ry, a, nuln <a- iihht: t''ir!'lif;r on. 

tnn ibiy was I impressed with your ciiou-*^ and all 
70a bad said in fiMror of iWtbat^inimdiateif aHar toy 
arrival al Agua Nuefa^ I described the pltuce to soma 
of the officers of your staff, — I tluaL to Inspector- 
^ General Churchiii, and his a^ssistant. Captain Urum, 
U.^. A-t Mying at ^ time, that you had lalacstad* k 
Ibr a Vattle-gTMind, and vepeating all you^ted pMed 
in relation to it. ' • . 

^ it may not be improper likewise to add, that, on the. 
S6th of December, General Butle!* visited 7011 at Agua 
Nueva^and that, on thai 87tbf before he letufned ts 
Saliillu, he gave yon ;in order to move with your 
toops, and select, in Lhe noighhorhood of La Encan'* 
lada, or farther down the stmm- toisafda BaltiUo, m 
suitable place, and thefe encamp. As diie order waa 
entirely discretionary ms tn the precise locaU'\ iuc 
your pxppoepd c iuip, you chu^^e tiie piam betwocn La ' 
Angostnim and the haoie^d^ bei^ ailoiM , 
best^beoaussKit waa nat enlf lasa ei^osed to die Wiak 

winds, which continiinlly swe[)t through the Pass at 
La Encantada, and which, at that season of the year« 
wmdd cmam tte troopa tooofa sn&rtegYaswe wanrall 
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tiofoA ndimm^ of cMndaitt «^ply puiw^wi^ 

ter; mid, besides, was just in the rear q( what.jp^ 
had selected as a strong point of defence. . 

an Older .16. MWEB "to lA-'Siie8ata4t9 mm! ^ncm^ 

there. You wrote a note to him, requesting, ibr rea- 
som whieh ypu asaigxtedt lhal would permit } ou tp 

Jim, Gsplidii Slnim ai^^ 

Hardin, and were present at the interview hetween 
(jrcnei-ai Butler and Ismk jDuring convej^i^^ 

Ci^oael Hanfin, mamg iotot mmkm miikk he gay« 

why he hoped your request might he eoniphed with, 
uirged tbe fact ihaty^ w^rq a poijo^ i^sb^^mJ^ 

ppou yoi> iteiD Ifae diiMyte' of 

General Butler said he would not revoke his order, and 

remarked, thott ii'..U]^ Menioaa ftmy Qmm% b& )9ia4 
alveady 4dKiseii ^ gisMd fat te|ti|ft cM^VQii^ riP 
&r as to fix the pmsM to 1b<if adlevplBd l)^ Hie a of ai rf ^ 

corps. That ground was the hroad plain iniinediately 
ill front 4if ^lUUi94 find I diiiik he also mid he had 

4ha eity qp.to fk . a %i^wiftliiiuwlil i<ir liiaaa ^ 

cumstanccs, to show with vvJiat anxiety and exertion 
you endeavored to Jjft pennitii#d to occupy a point 

iTmi hfi Cm Mtiaii-i^^ig'^ tfeih Paaj^tw-^airf'' 

whoje cQiiinifuid was ohlig^ i^r^Q M ^t^^ tpj^ 



Encantacfe) which it did with evident reliujfonc^, as 
all the officeii agreed entirely with' yoi^ in opinion as 

to the disadvantages arising from such a change of 
position. • • * ' 

^ Previous to the time when you first went to Sal- 
tillo^(the 122d), not one of your officers had «ver 
through the Pass of Buena YisUi. All those who 
went with you, oq that occasion, were prevented, 
^ I lutve shown, bjr ihe' extreme daikoess, even from 
seeing the great road on whieh they sought to travel, 
and could" not, therefore, have had at that time a 
favorable opportunity for making railitaiy reconnois- 
sanoes. You returned firom the city, and had poinM 
out the position to me, as I have -stated, hefore they 
repassed over it. The choice and partiaUties of the 
ofiicers.in Saltilio, it is fair to presume, for many rear 
sons, were coincident with those exftressed by Gen* 
eial Butler. When General Taylor came up from 

• Monterey, he saw, at a gkuice, iJiat your views were 
correct ; and, ahhough he moved tiie whole army for- 
ward to Agua Nueva, as there he could have an ex- 
tensive pldn for the dfilT and ifisoiplin^ of the troops, 
with wood and water convenient, and besides, by 

. doing so, could take the initiatory step in one of the 
most beautifid pieces of strategy of modem times,^ 
still, whoi, hy the advance of Santa Anna, the mo^ 
ment had arn\ed to gain the grand result by feign- 
ing a precipitate retreat, that retreat was but a rapid 
movement back to the identical spot irhich you had 
chosen, and to which the Mexican army was hurriedly 
drawn on, with all its fatigue and disarray, conbe<^uent 
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upon a forced march of upwards of luny miles ; and 
here, oti tiie 22d and ^J3d of February, 1847, was 
fought the tettle of Bueba Vkt^ The zesoit of that 
conflict sfiorded conclusive ' eyidence of iStie isortiBct- 
ness of your first remark; — for there four thousand 
six hundred and ten Anieiicuiis contended buccess- 
fully against upwank of twentymo thousand 
cans. • >\ . ' - ^ . » 

• ** This letter, Grenerah is but a dry detail of facts ; 
but 1 hope they arq set ibrth with sufficient clearness 
t6 prevent their being niisunderstood^ 

**1 havethe honor tohe, veryie^iectftdly, 

" Your obedient servant, 

. "JAMJES IIENKY CAHLETON, 

Captain U, S, Xsi£hragQOM» 
**To Brigadier-General JuHX E. Woo^- ^ 

The. following is ^ note which General iXTooi 
wrote, acknowledgihg the receipt of the fo^goin^ j 

letter; " \ , . * * 

f • « - . . » . , 

■ ' ' / ' '•Jieacl.-Uuartcrs, Buena Vista,- Mexiooi 
' * • . ' , AugtiBt i, 1^47. - 

« My'deas Sib: 1 give you ihany thanbs for your 

interesting letter, ot' the 27th ultimo, relating to the 
selection of the tield of battle, to meet General Santa 
Anna and his forces^ called by hkn- La Aligosliimi 
and where,' he isud, dn the two- eventfoi dayiT df ^ 

2^d and 23d of Fcbnuiry last, ' blood flowed in tof*'- 
rents, and tlie held of battle was strewed with, the 
dies of Oie dead/ * : \ - ^-.o ;- J 



i 
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^^Tlie great credit giveii, ^noo^ioiil tb» Uiiite4 

States, to oilicers baid lu have suggested the field of 
battle to 2Q6| induced, me to call your aUention ,to th^ 
wbjeetr Tour lettei^ which is 'strictly in accordaDce 
with my own recollections, settles the question. I 
never thought, however, that any great credit was due 
on account of the selection, for it appeared to mc tog . 
obvious to escape observation ; istilU if gteat credit ia 
due to any one, it belongs to myself, for, in coinpany 
with you, on the moinmg of the 23d of December 
last, it attracted my attention, as set forth in your letr 
ter, and before any persoii had indicated to in^ the 
position* 

• **I am very truly yours, 

JOHN E. WOOI^ & a. 

W ' 1 

General W,oal permitted the reporter of the New 
Orleans " Pieityune ^ to make a copy of Captain Carle* 
ton^s letter fcf that paper. Afier it was published, it 
became the occasion of several cofnmunicaliuiis, pub- , 
lished .in various newspapers, by different officers. 
But,as none of these communicatioiis controrerted Jhe ^ 
facts It specified^ they rsmaiiied unanswered. Cap- 
tain George W. Hughes, of the Topographical Engi- 
neersi was pzie ^ the officers who had claimed to 
have auggeated to General .Wool the battle-ground, 
and to have pointed out its advantages while in the 
discharge of his official duties. As soon as Capiain 
Carleton's letter was publishedi ha addxeaeed a loxi^ 
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communication lo the KJiiurs of the " 

twenty'teoenth of Becemh^y ipptnipt^^ .Ip ii^ieat 9 

camj) [I], in lefef^nce to a fidd of haUU^Bi some 

poiiil buLwcuii j'^iKjaiituda aiui Saltillo, — not, how* 
^vfif, to approach jOieari^ tbau l^e^ ffij^ qI tlit^ kuqr 

Geneml g«vB*m no otfw imrtructloiii - tliw 

abcj\"L' nicii;:uiic(l, :md ihui he. never oiicu named to 
me, nof CYGu liinied at^,Bu^i^ MiS^g—fior did an^ 

ebo9^ by laef at Bueoa Vista, was misxoerpliQfiaUsw 

It was un lI siiiuuLli, beauUful plaiji, well sheltered 
if Ota the prevaiikig, wia<ki, with- oooit 
ia^X^t aiid xeax^good.givssi^ 
jplenfy^sf fuel hard l^. laipsstp^t as wii^.aU :th««9 
considerations, they were not the imost important. Its 
highest recommendiiiiuii was its reiaaikably dtsit^n- 
9ible cluoracter* M yft €on^Q]ft$kble, ar^ 
cottveiiient c^p, H waa p(4 ^^d^mmjrp 
ther." ' • 

gine.JJUt my2^eU, i believe, ever couiiiiiued hioi- 

perhaps, some ^ght».ti»M.phlf8ie), by suggesting 
Buena Vkrta as a battle -ground, until after the battle 
wab iuught. Its advantage then becaigae apparent, 

beei^ anjr 90ji^^e7sy ^bout this mattes^ <4|iid {yp^' 
tainly should have taken no part in it, hut for the fact 
that my memoir was pubiii»hed -during my absence 
with the anpi7;^8iid that this pubiicatioa has hew- 
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made necessary by an attempt to deprive me of the 
credit of some little service which my friends think t 
have rendered .to the country.^' • . * 

' For the information of the reader, it is necessary to 
state, that Captain Htighes left Saltillo fbr Brazos San- 
tiago early in January, nearly iax ' weeks before the 
battle was fought. • He*has not been upon the ground 
since. All he states in reference to the selection of 
the camp at Buena Vista is probably correct If 
tiiere 18 any diipg in Captain Carleton^s letiefr calcula- 
ted to "deprive" Captain Hughes "of the credit of 
some little service, which his I'riends think he iias ren- 
dered to the country " by that important act, it. is 
there through mistake, and is hereby recalled.. No ooe 
could wish to deprive the gallant captain of his hard- 
earned honors* It is granted that he did select that 
encampment, as lie claims to have dot^e/ In return, 
viU not that efaiyalrous officer extend the 'same gener- 
osity toward Geiieml Wool ? If Captain Hughes im- 
agines, for a moment, that General Wool desires to 
receive jcredit for having chosen the encampment 
at Buena Vista,^* he dbes the General great injustice. 
But why should there be any controversy at all ? 
General Wool claims to have selected the battle- 
' ground at La Angostura] — Captain Hughes claims td 
have seleictiBd the site of an encampment at Buena 
Vista. The two places are one mile and a half 

APABT. ' 
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. (8e9piiB97.) 

Ej^rcito Libertador Hepublicano, 
General en Gefe, Seidria de Oampana. 

Esta V. S. Todeado de veinte mU hombres, y huma- 

namente [no] puede escapar de sufrir una dcrrota y de 
ser anichilado con los suyos ;^ pero merecieudome 
V. S. consideracioii y particular aprecio^ -quieio evi- 
tarle una catastrofe, y al efecto le hago esta mtimacion ' 

para que se rinda a discrecion, seguro de que sea 
tiatado con la consideracion propia del caracter Me- 
jicano; concediendole al efecto una'tiora de tenninb, 
que correra desde el iritnnento en' que ae preaente un 

paiiarneniaiio en el campo de V. S. 
\ Ck>n este motivo protesto a V. S. mi atenta con- 
aidexacion* 

Dioa y Lib^rtad I Campp en la Xncantada^ Fe^xo 
22,1847, 

ANTO. LOPEZ DE ^ANTA ANNA- 
Senor Gen. Z. Tatlob, ' 

* ' ^ * " . 

tkmCittBtlattimrmitlMS.'U, ■ 



D. 

(See page ' • 

. ' / ' ^ - " Boafedi^ Jtme 26» 1S40. ' 

My dear Colonel : I have recently written a His- 
tory of the Battle of Buena Vista, in which I have spok* 
en of the important and highly distingui^d iaervic^ 
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you rendered during the darkest period of that sangui- 
nary conflict, in rallying the troops belonging to the 
Second Begbnent of IndiMtt Yolun^i?, which had 
given way hefore a ip^stly superior force of the ^ene- 
my, aiid were flying the iluld. Will you dp me the 
favor to state h9w many, in your Qpulipn>^o^ ^aUjed 
9» Ibe i^^ion to which I Mve alluded ^ 

' y \ I \^Y9 die honor to be, . ^ 

. Ver^" faiilr fully, yours, ' . ■ ' * 

' ; ' HENRY CAIlLEq;pjj^ 

^ Tl» Itpfiii^ ftVBBVAir )>n^ ' , 

. Boston^ June 27f 1848. 

Mr BEAB Capt4SIC : I haVe received yoiir letter bf 
yesterday, informing me that you have written a His- 
tory of the Baltic of Buena Vista, and. inquiring how 
many of the 2d Indiana Volunteers were rallied after 
that legiment had given way betbxe a vastly superior 
force of the' enemy, and were flying the field.^* 

I am glad to learn, that one who had the best possi- 
ble opportunity of observing the battle, and who dis* 
tinguiahed himself by some of jta most briiltant acts, 
has undertaken to write its history. 

In reply to your inquiry, I would state, that nearly 
200 of the Indiana Kegiment, about tvo thirdtid those 
wb» bad bsokeii ^aad fidlen back, wete rallied, and xe- 
tumed to the field. 

You have, witlioiit doubt, (as I am sure it is your 
mtention to do to ail) dm fiiU justice to our gallam 
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fiiead, Brevet Major T. B. liimard, for the valuable 
vnisiHiice fae ' raideied on die occa^oii'tefeiTed to. 
Thfo^ng you fdr the Very complimentary expre»' 

sions contained in your letter, 

I remain, my dear Captain, 

.^Most faithlbily jocne, 
... B. S. DIX, 

* » ' Brtvei JJmU,'Col, U, S, A, 

Captain J. H. CAitLEToif, * • , 
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UjBA.O-UUART£RS ArMT OF OcCCFATIOTI, 

Agua Nueva, Mexico, March 6, 1847. 

• ^ Z. TAYLOR, 

Major- Ocneral V. & Arm}) commanding. 

S. Blui, a. a. G. 



Digitized by Googic 



AFFEin>H4 191 

BEPORT OF THE KILLED, WOUNDED, AND MISS- 
ING, IN TiLLi BATTUc: OF BUBS^A VIST A, /'^ 

J*4;5niary 22(1 otid 23c( 1847, h petaehmmU^ Btgnmfi^^^ 
at thoum motay^ iht Mutter ^MU. of FthruafyigSi^ tH!*^ 

Bu'EXA Vista, Mexico. S. CHURCHILL, 

April, 1847. . ^ Inspector- General. 





REGULARS.. 










. ^ -GENERAL 


I' |.; |; ^ 








AdJUTANT-QeNSBAL'S DErARTMENT. 






9 

Killed. 








« 


* 

NaoMi. 


» 


No. 


Bank* 


Xo. 


.2 


« ?"= 


3 


Capt. Qeo. Lincoln, 


A.A.Q. 


1 








1 


1 


^ Corps of 


EXGINELIIS. 
















Ist Lt., 


1 


> « • 


1 


2 


THIRD RBGI^B^JX OP ARTILLERY. 


















2d. Lt. . 
PrlTatei, 


1 

11 














Total, 


1.5 




15. 


17 



* Thia report shows the n'trnhf^r to l>e eighty lege than waa 
exhibited in that of the Assi^Uiiii Adjutant-General, ninde a day or 
two after the battle, the excess in which may be accounted for 
by the confu^a in camp at th« iXmtr and its embracing thfl digkUjf 
tVounded, many of w]ioni» juid of Uioae repoitod ** miuinf," won 
**pnaral ftr du^ " al tlie aOhMq^eot auutOB. B» C 
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Captain Braoo's Company 0* 


Killed. 


Wounded. 


• 

c 

is 


= c s 

•—3 

>g 


TotaJ. 




So. 








Private, 


1 


Corp., . . 
Privates, 


1 

3 




6 


22 


Total,.. 


4 


FOUETH JtEQikBNT OP ARTILLEBY. 

CAl IAiN WaSHIXGTON S COMPAN'Y Ba 


Oftlvia Douglity, 

Thomas Weekly, .... 


Private, 
it 

it 

(( 

<« 

a 


I 

2 
3 
4 
6 
G 


1st. Lt., 
2d. Lt.,. 
Sergts.,. 
PVivates, 


1 
1 

2 
18 




28 


50 


Total,.. 


6 


Total, . 


22 


• 9 


TiBST REGIMENT OF D BA (i O U :s' b. . 








Privates, | 


3 


• * 


3 


53 


-COIIPAIIT Ba 


Tn ( r\I ni ! Dragoons, 


1 . • « • . t 


• « • 


Capt., • « . 
2d Lieut,, 
Farrier, . 

^ — 

I'livawa, 

Total,.*. 


1 

11 

6 


• • 


6 


59 
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BfiOOND BEaiMENT.OF BBAGOONS. 

CoMFAirx-'Ba " f. 


« 

Killed. 


Wounded. 


Missing. 

Killed, 
wounded, 
and miss'iz. 


Total 


Barnes. 


Bank. 


Ino. 


Rank.. 




« ■ - 

* 




■ 


B.Lt.Col. 
jPtivatc, 


1 


• • 


2 


61 


^ VOLUNTEERS. 




. 1 


GEN£B.ALS AND GENERAL STAFF.. 


■ 


■ 


1 


Bgr. Gen. 


1 


• • 


1 


62 

■■| 


AEKAXSAS MOUI^.T£L» ii^EGIHENT. 


ArcMbidd T^, .... 






1 ...... 


« • 


1 • 


1 


63 


' CajptajiI TATum's Compaiiy ii. 


George Norwood, .... 
Andrew Teagud^ . « • • 


Private, 

M 

Total, . . 


1 
2 


Sergt., . . 
Corp., . . 
^vatee, 


1 

1 

4 








2 




6 


• • 




71 


^ . . Captain Dahlby'b. Company B. 


John B. Felham, Jr., 
Thomas Q. Bnwlaltid,^ 


Private, 

t i4 


1 
2 


Priratei, 

m 

\ 1 


2 
2 

• 


• • 




75 


' CiLPTApr. IlAlftlOK'a COMPANT 


Oi 



David Hosran, 

* "V^illiams,. . . • 



Pxivatc, 



1 

2 



Privates, 



. . . • • I 



13 
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~ 0a«6uk Po&m'a Cohsajiy ^ 





Wounded. 


nng. 


o ^ 


_ m 

2 




Bank 


No. 




No 




Kill 
and II 


o 


I Andrew R, Porter,., 
iliciiard M. Saunders, 
Green H. Higgins,.. 
Harrison Pentcr, . . . . 
William Phipps,*.., 


Captain, 

Corp., 

Private, 

. cc. 


1 
1 

1 

2 
3 


♦ > 

Pxivutes, 


1 
S 








* 


iTotal,.. 
' ' ' 


^ 

a. 




4 


1* * 


9 


89 


's' 1 1 .1 ■■- -1 ^ s 

, Cahtaut Dii^Ic«ju>*s Compamy 


Dnriiiii Sfr-Tt'ird, .. . . 


Corp., . . 
Private, 


1 
1 


Scrgt., . . 
Priyates, 


1 

2 








■ 


Total, 


2 




3 




5 


94 




CoMPA^"Y Q 








I 




|private, . 


'1 




2 




Captaix W. H. Prest- 






B 






Wilson W.Tomberlin, 


Corp., .. 
Private, 


1 
1 




.1 












2 




\ 


• • 


. 3 


99 




Tnolish's Compaq X. 








Private, 


1 


Ist Lt... 

Privat42S, 


1 

2 










2 








• 

Total in ArkaniM 
Mounted R«g. 


Tptal,.. 


2 
18 


1 


23 


1 




104 


• Priviu. . ' ' » ^ y 
Compftnir ; 1 , (Pike's,) and K, (Pr«rt«Blfc) ■Utioo^ im S^flUK 
ttSifetnLSad W'fiiDbA with llqr>to •qmApM oit 
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1 



KENTTJCK? UOtrXTMp Rfi^IMENT. i 

Vmp AXD Star*. • ^ 


KiLLBD. 




a 


1 ^ 
•a « S 


3 

• 


> 




f 


Rank. 




Miss 


c = 

• M ^ 


o 


Edwa,rd M. Vaugkn,. 


Ist Lt. 


. I 




\" 


•• 


1 1 
1 . 


fiOd 






Co]CPA>hr>0« 




p 

I 


J. F. Ellingwood,.. . . 


Private, 

« - 

■ it' 


1 

2 
3 


Privates, 


2 




1 


f 




Total, . . 


3 


> 


1 ^ 


• • 




jllO 


CAPTAm PUGB'8 CdICPANT An 








John T>. Miller, 

Bronson Waixea,...* 

» 


Private, 


1 

2 


Privates, 


1 

3 










Total, . . 


2 




4 








Captain Clay 


'S COMPAAY !• 








« • 






2d Lt,,. 
Corp.,*« . 


1 
1 






> 




« 

>- 




TotUi •T 


2 






118 


Captatv Efard's Company 




• 


• 


William W. Ba^ldS,^. 
Henry Carty, .»•«'»••. 
Alox. G. Morgan,*'.. . 
Nathaniel Ramsey,.. 
WiUiaia Thw^ts,^ • 


i 

Corp., . .1 

Private, 
(( 

(1 


1 
1 

2 
8 
4 
5 


s 

Private,. 


1 










't- 


6 - 




1 


• • 


7 






ted by Google 



196 



APPBHOIX. 



1 ' CAFZAUi COMfA^X 


• 1 

m 










.... 


C 


•- 




Names. - 




No. 


Bank. 


No. 


i 




o 


C. B. Thompson,.... 


Private, 


1 


2d Lt, . 

Seifgt., . 


1 
1 










Total,.. 


1 


• « • • 


2 


• • 


3 


1^48 



Ifenry Danforth, 
John Ilo88,....» 

J. M. Ko'.v'iri,, 
Jesse Martin, . . . 
G. F, Lilley, . . . 



• t • • • 



Private, 


1 






(1 


2 




. ^ 


«< 


3 






ti 


4 






M 


5 






<( 


d 




(( 






• 


Toti^,.. 

■^"^ 


6 




4 



10 



138 



John A. J Of f - 

Wm. A. M'Ciiiitock, 
James Pomeruy, . . . . 



Private, 
u 



1 

2 
3 
4 



Capt.,. . 



1 








e 








T 




11 


149 



CAXXAXN LXLLA3KD'A Comvakt 



to > 




David J. LiUard,.... 

A. J. Martin, ........ 

Lewis SandeiSy***** 
Patrick QuSgky,..>. 
Miphael If ouMf • • « • . 



Sergt., . 
Private, 



I 
a 

4 



23 



154 
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* 

SECOND KENTUCKY FOOT e:B0IMENT. 

FtBi^D AKD Staff. 

« 


« 


W0UHD»D, 


Mi.ssing. 


Killed, 
wounded, 
and miss'?;. 


Total. 


•Names. 




No: 


• Bank. 


No. 


Wm. R. M'Keis, .... 
Henry CUji Jr.^ • • 


Colonel, 
lit. CoL, 

Total,. . 


I 
1 

2 


• • » * 


• • 


• • 


2 


156 


CAPtAIK Moss's COMFJLNT A* 


A.M. Chandoin,. . . . 
John W. Smitb, 


Private, 

Total, 


1 

2 

2 


2d Lt.,. 
Priv'ts, 

• . . . 


I 

2 

3 


• • 




161 


Captain Chambbbs's Compaiit B* 


Wm. Blackwell, .... 
L. B. Bartlett, 


Sergt., . 

Private, 
(1 

Total, . 


I 
1 

2 
3 

• 

4 


Priv'ts, 
.... 


* 

3 
3 

-. i 




• 

7 


168 


Castaik Thokfson^b Cokxaxt 0.^ 


Sidney W. "Williams, 
Robert M. Baker, . . . 

William Banks, . . , . , 
« 


Corp., . . 
Private, 

V" 

1 


1| 

3 
4 

5 


1 

?il Lt.,. 

Corp.,. . 
PriT'tBi 


1 
1 
1 

3 

6 


• • 


U 


179 



198 



Peter Trough, 

William Hammond,. 
Harvey Jones,*.^.. 
Jofteph WMex, . • « • • 



Corp.. . . 



Totalt 



1 
1 
2 
3 



No 



c 



00 



•s -2 I ^ 



186 

^3 



Captain Clttee'8 Comfahy 



QuinQV J. Carlin,. 
Mart.X. Bodefburgh, 
H iram Fraxicr>«« • • 

John Hcarkins, 

ilobert M'Curdyi . • . • 
'tthenlM Snow, 



Sergt., . 
1 FriTate, 


1 
1 
1 

2 










U 


3 
4 


Corp., . 


1 
6 






'Total/ 


6 




7 

■ 


• • 


13 



199 



CAriAi2J AViLUs'^ Company Tm 



Wm. S. Willis, 

Harrey Ttbttec; 



Capt^>; • < 
Ptt?»tc, 



1 
1 




201 



sfrs — 



Captain Douoh^rtt's Company G« 



James H. Dallard, .. 
John A. Gregcry, . • . 
Willis West 



Private, 


1 










<r 


2 










n 


3 


2d Lt., 


1 






(( 


4 


Priv'ts, 


3 






Tntal, . . 


4 




A. 
















« 
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CA^f^yuor. ^CoKPAinr H 


• 






Hn«LBD. 

m 




_C 

'So 


~ © KS 


1 

t 


.J 


Banic 


No. 


Eank. 


No. 






o 




Scr^, . 

Private, 

tc 
*( 


1 












John M. Dunlop, . . . 
William CKlbert,.... 

'John William«, 


2 
1 

2 
3 


Sergt., . 
Corp.,. . 
I*ri?'t8, 


1 

2 








• 


Total, . . 




.... 


r 


• • 


» 


p 




Henry Edwards, .... 
Abraham €N>odparter, 

John IhOZSOIkyaa^a** 

■ ♦ 


Corp., . . 

firivate', 
« 


1 
1 

2 


• . ■ 


2 








1 y 

i 


Total, . . 






2 

1 


* . 




227 


CAiKiAUi Sbayer's Company Kb 




* 




Private, 


1 1 
2 












James Johnson, .... 

Wm. P. Reynolds, . . 
^ Arthur Thacker,. ... 
[Joba W. WatMn,... 


M 

<« 
<* 


3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


Serf^t,,. 
PjiT'ta, 


1 

6 








Total in KeAtnoky 
IFoot BegitnenA, 

r r 


Total,.. 


7 




7 


. « 


14 

r 


241 


• 


44 




43 




87 




' FI£SX ILLINOIS RECHMBNX. .'"'^ 
Field and Stajf. , . 


John J. Hardin,. . • . . 

i- . 

4 


Colonel, 


1 
X 


r 






r t 




T6tal,.* 


2 


■ ( 

••••••• 




* • 


" 2*^ 


243 



900 




♦ 

CAPTAZir Smieb 

' • * * 


['S COMSAHT B- 






• 


• * 

KXLLSb. 




PA 




1 

a' 


NaoMt* 




No. 




No. 










1 


Captain, 
Corp., . . 
Piiv'ta, 


1 










1 

3 


» -1 








Total, . . 


1 


* * • « 


5 


• * 


6 


249 


• 

CXptajk F&x's CoicPAirs 0« 


Menitt Hudson, 




1 




■ • 


• • 


1 1 


j2o0 






p 


- ■ * 

Jacob W. Zabriskio,. 
Augn-tTjq Canaught, 


Captain, 
Private, 


1 
1 

2 


Sergt., 
Priv'ts, 


1 

2 










Total. • » 


3 


• • • • 


3 


« * 


6 


236 


r ■ . ■ — — ■ ■ 1 i^— 

^ CAFTAIH J^ICHAJU)iON'» CoiOMUrT ^ 


Silas Bcdoll,. : 


Private, 


1 












Ilenry H. Claili,..., 
Wm. Goodwin, ..... 
James J. Kinmaa, . . 
Kandolph R. Martin, 
G. 8. Richardson,... 
Sam'l AV I Lompson, 


u 
(» 

M 

>M 

*l 
H 


2 

3 

4 

6 

6 
>• 

/ 

8 




2 










TottI,.. 


8 




2 


• • 


10 


266 


G^pMll^ A,|<ll8i|Hl%} I, (PfeMlliMOjIl 

■ ' - * 

%- ■ • 11 ■^r - 1 r 1 








y Google 



AFPSNDIX. £01 



• * 




,WoiiiroBD. 


Missing. 


Killed, 
wounded, 
and miss's. 


Total. 




Bank. 


No. 


BanlL 


No. 

1 

3 


Bryan R. Hoiighton^ 

Matthew Dawdy, .... 
Th6mas J. Gilbert,. . 
Elisha C. Majl^.*^.. 

" ■ # - 


l8t tt^. 

Mus'n.,. 

Private, 
• « 

» 

Total, . . 


1 
1 
1 

2 
3 
4 

0 


2d Lt., . 
Prints, 

f • • • 


• • 


10 


276 


Cjlbtaih Mowbr's Comvant 


John B. Backraan,.. 
Inglehot Claibsottle, 
John Gable, . . •••••• 

Aaron Kiersted, .... 

W^. YinUeUifeTker;. 

Total in First Illinois 


Private, 

n 

tc 

(( 
(( 
«f 

«• - 
H 

Total,.. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
S 

8 


My'ts, 

> 

• ••• 


2 
2 

1. 


• • 


10 


286 




29 




16 


• • 


45 




., ■ • . . 
SBOOKB ILLINOIS BES^fHSNJ. 

• • 

Field and Staff. 


» 

• . ■. * 

• 


* 

/ 




1st Lt. I 
& Adj. \ 
Sergt. ) 
Maj. 5 
Or. M. ) 
Sergt. S 

♦ 

Total, 


1 
1 

1 




3 


289 



tost 



CjOSuif O it^f m CoMwrnr 



Allen 6. Hountreey 
William R. Kinyon,. 
Wxa. L. Smith, 



Rank. 



s, 



2d Lt.,. 

Priyate, 
<i 



No 



Total, 



1 
1 

2 



Capt., . 
Sergt., . 
Priv'to, 

• ••«, 



No 



J 
1 
10 



12 



t 

OB 



Wm. C. Wnoflwaifd,^ 
John Bartleson, •••• 
Aaron Athertoii,.. . . 
William Pri«e,<.-.-».i 
Wm. J. Ferguson, 
Joseph W. Emerson, 
George W. Crippen,* 
Abner Durock, ••••• 
John W. Kiger, •••• 
Bickftrd £. Scotl^^*^ 



pASTAJH Biuus's. Company Cm 



Edward F. Fletcher, 
Rodne^ Ferguson, . . 

L. Robbins, 

William Hibbs,..*.. 
James S. Pntton, ... 
Amps Woodiingi • • • • 

1 rfr 







* 






1st Lt.,. 


1 


< r 

• 






2dLt.,.. 


1 


• 

• -- 








2 








Corp.,. . 


1 


Capt., . 


1 






1 


2d Lt.,. 


1 




n 


2 


Priv.,, . 


11 




Total,.. 


6 


■ " i ' 


13 


• • 



3 

o 



Iff 



20i 



Capt., .. 


1 










1st Lt.. 


1 


• 








2d Lt. • • 


1 












2 










Ser^t., . 


1 










Private, 


1 










• 


2 










<# 


3 












4 










1 » . ' 


5 


PriYate, 


1 






Total,.. 


10 


• 


1 




11 


i 




• 







316 



19 



334 



Comi 




Digitized by Google 



203 









_ 


V 


« 


tL 

c 


- w 


> 

"3 t 






No. 


Bank. 


No. 


.a 


Kill 
i and r 


O 


Ti^inthv Kelley 


2d Lt.,. 
Piivate, 


1 
1 


• • - 










*Tho«. D. 0*CoBuior,. 


2 




4 








• 




8 




4 


• » 


^ 7 


341 


. CASTAUr LtfKOir'B OOMPANT ' - 


Tl::-mas J"i:k:ilS, 

David A. Hill, 

Wm.. £L MefisingfT} . « 


Private, 
(( 

' <( 


1 

2 

3 




2 










Total, . . 


3 


• • • • 


2 


• • 


, 5 


346 


. CATTAiif Kaitu's Company SU, • . " 


Alexander Conze, . . • 
Christian Grossman, 


Priy&ta, 

€9 

ti 


1 

2 
3 


* 










Ivmanucl Schoolcraft, 


it 
(« 


4 

5 


2d Lt,. 
Trivets, 

• • • • 


1 

10 






- . 1 


t 


Total, . . 


5 


11 


2* 


18 


364 




CoMPAinr.X*. 


* 




Flmanue] Bradley, . . 
Goforth Clark, ...... 


Private, 
<• 

t4 


1 

2 
3 








* 




John M. Davis^^^V^v 
William IIoga%*«.*. 
John LeaXy 


ft 
<f 
tt 

■ • - «i 


4 
6 
6 
7 


Sergt., . 
Ptiv'tf, 


1 

13 




> 


i 








• •«•» 


14 


• • 


21 


385 



204 









Missing. 


m be 

.1 5 E 


TotiO. 




Baalr. 


No. 


1 

Sank. 


No. 


James C. Steele,.... 
Robert Abernathy,.. 
John F. Bowen, .... 

John B. ICimzey,.... 

Robert Mario w, 

S. C. Marlow. 

\Vm. A. Ragiand, . . 


2d Lt., . 
Private, 

•« ■ 

{( 
i( 

* 

it 

* « 

Total, . . 


1 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 


PriT'ts, 


6 
6 




16 


401 




David CampMl|*.. . 
John A. Leonudy. 

James C'.ii i^, .••.«••■ 
Milton 1 ' 1 Jonohoe, 
Mickael Uonovan, . . 
Edward Fenney, . . . . 
Edward Forche, .... 
Henry Gillermnr. . . . 
Kmele Godquiii, .... 

Frederick Klinge, .. 
Caleb Langeson,.. . . 
John McLean, *•••.. 

■ • 

♦ 

r 

Total in 2d Jllinois 
Regiment «id Tm* 


1st Lt.,. 
2d Lt., . 
Corp., . 

Fkirate, 
« 

*« 

i( 
'* 

b 

<l 
f( 

w 

* 

Total, . . 
■ ■ • 


1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

15 


* 

Private, 


1 
1 




« 


417 




67 


% 


idi 





S^ECOl^D. INDIANA .RJBK»IMENT. 




Cafiaiij Sanderson's CoMir'ANY A« 








« « 


o 

"« 




■ 

3 


NanuM 

. > 


Rank. 


No. 


Baat. 


No. 


on 
IS 


Kil 
and r 


o 


: 1— t— 

Francis BaiTy, •••••• 

Charles H Cm^, .... 
Warren Kobinson, . • 
ApoUoe S. SteYeiu>* « 


PriTate, 

M 
M 
C< 


1 

2 
3 
4 


— ^ 

Capt., . 
1st Lt., 
2d Lt.,. 
Priv'ts, 


1 
1 
I 

6 










total,.. 


4 


* 

✓ 

• • • 9 

r i. 


9 


• • 


13 


430 


GAfTAnr KiKsa&'B' CoMPAmr B« 


John T. Hardin,.... 
Joseph Latiety, .... 
Arthur Massey. .... 
David McDonald, .. 


Capt'n, 

Private, 

a 

<( 
. u 


1 
1 
2 
B 

4 
5 


Corp^,. . 
PriT'ts, 

. . . 


1 

5 










Total,.. 


6 

- 


6 








Captatv o«^T!nr..s's Company C.' 


• * 






Cap(>,. . 
2d 

PriT'ts, 


1 
1 
8 








1 ' 


- * 

• 

• 






10 




10 


452 


Captaxet Bbknib'^' C&kpart B. 


Thomas C. Pan,««-* 

Michael Lee, 

Wm. Kichardson, .. 
Jamea H. Sl^dAi,. . 

- 4 

r t . 




1 
1 

2 
3 


Sergt., . 
Corp., . 
Musi'n, 
Privets, 


.1 
1 
1 
5 










Total,.. 


4 




8 


• • 


12 


464 




Digitized by Google 



- OAVTAnr DilTZB*« CoicpAinr 7> ■ ' 



• 


9 




WOUMDED., 


sing. 




"3 

w 










So. 


(A 
1^ 


O 


Harrey Matth * u ^ , , , 
Hnrrison Wilson, .. 
U lysfctf W. Irwin, • • 

r 

V 


« 
M 


1 

2 
3 


Sergt., . 
Corp., . 


2 
3 
1 
2 




_ 






Total, 


3 




8 


• • 


u 


475 


' Captaut Kimbaxl'b C01CPJ^«<I» 






■ 






2d Lt.,. 
Serj^t.,. 
Corp., / 
Priv't*, 


- — . 

1 

2 
1 

3 




# 

• 


■ 




■ ♦ 




Total, . 


7 


• • 


7 


482 


' CAPTAIX BBIQaB'0 OOMCAffT Mm * 


Meeshack Draper,". . 
Hrf^hird Jenkins,... 


Private, 
(< 
II 


1 

2 
3 


Corp., . 
Priv'tfi, 


1 
1 
7 








■ M 

-\ ' X . . 


Total, . . 


3 


• • • • 


9 


• • 


1 ' 




GiLPTiLIK MoliAB^ COlCFAirT Xa 


■ —-1 1- .mil. 
* 

- 






Corp.,. . 
Pdvftte, 


1 




- 








Wrn. W. rnmr'hf*!!, . 


1 

2 


Musi'n, 
Private, 


1 
1 












3 


• • • • 


2 


1* 


6 


500 
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McHcnry DosifTyv** 

Wm. Aikin, 



Sergt., . 
¥ 



T6tal, . . 



1 
1 
2 



No. 



Priv'ts, 



• ••• 



B 

3 

• mm 



1 



8 



I 



508 



Walkeb's Compaq V K. 



« — > 

Wni. Walker, 
Alfred Williams, ... . 
Obadiah Lansbury,.. 
J. C. Higginbptiiam, 
Giles Chapmiiiiy 

V. Seasely, 

iBdmund Wyatt, .... 
Thomas Smith, 



• • • • 



Total in. Seconal lu- 
diana ]^egiin«nV 



1 ' • 

Oipt., •• 

Pnvate, 

tt 
« 

« 


1 

1 
2 
3 

5 
6 
7 


1' 

2d Lt., . 
Priv'ts, 


1 

2 




« 




Total,.. 

• 


8 




3 


• • 




619 


«^ 


• 


67 


1 


102 





THIRD INDIANA IlEGIMENT. 
• Captain Sluss's Qoxpant JLa ' ' * 



Wm. B. HoUand, . . 
James H. Boflurk,. • 



J- . 



Priyate, 


1 

2 
8 


Con>., . 
PriT'ts, 


1 

5 








s 




6 


• • 


9 



528 



ft»«te,[ l] 



Prints, 



6 



534 




Digitized by Google 



908 AFFBNDIX. 















c 

♦ 




c 


.22 

5^ C S 


• 




Sank. 


No. 


Rank. 


No. 


.S 


Kill 
and 11 


o 




Total,.. 


1 


Corp.,. . 
Priv't.s, 


1 

3 

X 

• 


• • 




539 


. Caftaix Tagoart's 


Company £• 






Jftmos Taggart, 


Capt.^ 


1 


• 

Corp., . 
FriY'ts, 


1 

3 










Total,.. 


1 


» . » • 


4 


• * 


6 




Captain Boabdhan's 


^COMPANT"P« 


♦ 




Wm. C. Good,.#«%«, 


Private, 

€4 


1 

2 


Corp.,. . 
Priv'ts, 


1 
7 










m 

Total, . . 


2 


• • • * 


«• 


• • 

■ I 


10 




I. ' ■ ^ * 
CAFTAnr- StrLLXYAK'S C01IP4lVT d-. 


John A* OnluuQ^ • • • 




•1 


|piiT*U, 


5 


• • 


6 


•560 










Capt.,. . 

Priv'ts, 

Total, . 


1 

2 

3 


• • 


3 


5G3 


Captain Gibson's Coiipany X> 

• 


* 

* 


1 j Private, 




-i ■ ■ 
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^ ■ 








y 

• 






Killed, 
wounded, 
ntid miss'g. 


• 


» 


Rank. 


No. 


Ibiok. 


Xo. 


to 


o 

r . 


• 

Total in TL:i K Indi- 
ana Kegimont>«*«. 






Corp.,. . 
PliY'ts, 


1 
3 








• 




Tqtal, * 




• • 




5G8 

— - — 




9 


* *-* * 




• • 






MISSISSIPPI 


HEGIM^NT.. 
















1 


1 ■ -■ 


1 Colon*!, 


1 




1 

. 


569 


Captain Ssakp's Ooxpaxy ii« 




Sergt., . 


1 
1 


Capt.,» , 
1st Lt., 
Sergt, . 
Pxiv'ts, 


1 
1 




> 






1 

5 










Total, . . 


2 


• • • • 


8 


• • 


10 


579 


Captain Coorsa's Gompaitt B« 


itioinas J^. Titley,.. 
L. TurberviQe,. 


Private, 
(( 

c< 


1 
2 

a 

4 


IstLt., 


1 










Total,.. 


4 


• • • • 


6 


1* 


11 


690 




* FMTala. 











14 



jitized by Google 
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i- ■ 

LlEUXSNAirC Coox'B Cpmfaky 0« 




Killed. 




"w 


tX) 

^ ^ -Jt 

C — 

= - 5 


• 

i 


Nunes. 


Bank. 


No. 


Eank. 


No. 


n 




o 
H 


• 

William Coudi^ 

D. H. Egglcston,»««» 

James Jolmsoii, .... 


FxiVsite, 
««■ 

(i 

V ' 


1 

2 

o 
O 

4 


Sergt., . 
Cuip.,. . 
PriV't.s, 


1 
4 

3 








■ • » 


Total; . . 


4 


• • • • 


8 


a . 




602 


** 

Lieutenant Flktciiek's Company 12> 


W. W. Phillips, .... 

J. II. Lan^ford, 

F. M. liobinsion, .... 
T leph C. lleville, .. 
Hobert A. Joyce,. . 
WlUiam Sellers. .... 

■ V 


Sergt., . 
Corp.,. . 

u 

Private, 


1 

2 

1 

2 
1 
2 


PriV*ta, 


6 










Total, . . 


G 


• • • • 


6 




12 


j614 


CArTAIK DELAY'S COMPANY Tm 

' -- - 




Sergt.,. . 
Corp., . . 

PxlTate, 

c« 


1 












James H. Blakcly,.. 
D. L, Butler, «•••••• 


1 
2 
1 


■ 

m 










Stephen Jones, •••• 


2 
3 


Lieut.,. 
PriT'ta, 

• I ■ • 


1 
5 










Total,.. 


6 


6 




12 


626 



f 



I • * 



I 
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■ 

. Captain Dowkdco's Cp^ipany g. 


, . KZLLBP. 




W6VNDED. 




no r- 
fl) l»J 
















513 

0) i — 




XfwDM* 

• 




No 


saiiK. 




IS, 


Kill 
and n; 


o 
H 


Francis McNulty, 
J. M.Alexander,.... 
James H. Graves,.. 


2d Li.,,. 

Corp., . . 
Prwrate, 

n 
<< 

ti 


1 
1 

1 
2 












W, M. Seayj.. ...,*. , 

Bicliard £. Fiizz,.,. . • . 


3 
4 
6 
6 


Corp,,. . 
Priv'ts, 


3 
6 










Total,.. 


8 


• • • • 


9 


• • 1 


17 


643 


LlEUTEXAXT MoOBB'8 COMFAirX Kb 


W. D. Hanrison, •«•• 

Patrick Ilariden,..«« 


ist Lt.,. 

Private, 

< i 

«( 


1 
I 

2 
3 


Sergt.,. 
Corp , . . 


1 
1 

6 










Total, . . 


4 


• • 


.a 


1*. 




656 


Captain TAmm^B CotePAHT 

— J 


X. 




> 

H. G. Trotter 

J. S. Branch,,..... 


Sergt., . 

Private, 
(( 

w 


1 
1 
2 

3 












A. Collingsworth,.. 


(( 

u ^ 


4 

5 


Sergt.,. 
Priv'ts, 

• • • • 


1 

3 








Total in Mississippi 

' : 1 ■ 


Total, .. 


6 


4 


* « 


10 


666 


• • • • 


40 


• • • • 


56 




98 




* ■ 


m 

* ( uiporal. 


■ 


• 
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RECAPITULATION. 



REGULARS. 










• 

ti 
•"^ 


. 

ii 
T3 
C 
9 

ft 


«» 

s 

a 

i 


Aggregate. 


Strength 
went into 
battle. 


C 

c o 


General Staff, A. A. G. ) 

Corps Engineers, 

3(1 Artillery, 2 Companies, 
4th Artillery, 1 Company, 
1st Dragoons, 2 Companies, 
2d Dragoons, 2 Companies, 


1 

• • 

1 
6 

• • 

• • 


• ■ 

1 

19 
22 
9 
2 


. • 


1 

1 

20 
28 
9 
2 


150 
117 
133 
76 


7-5 
418 

14-78 

38 




8 


53 




61 


476 




VOLUNTEERS. 


Brigadier-General, (Lane,) 
Arkansas Mounte4 Regi- ) 

ment, (Col. Yell's,).... ] 
Ist Kentucky Mounted^ 

Regiment, (Col. Mar- 

2d Kentucky Foot Regi- ) 

ment, (Col. McKee's,) s 
1st Illinois Foot Regi- ) 

ment, (Col. Hardin's,) ; 
2d Illinois Foot Regi- ]\ 

ment, (Col. Bissell's,) ) 
Texas Company, Foot, ) 

(Capt. Conner's,) ( 
2d Indiana Foot Regi- ) 

ment, (Col. Bowles's,) \ 
3d Indiana Foot Regi- / 

ment, (Col. Lane's,) \ 
1st Mississippi Foot Regi- ) 

ment, (Col. Davis's,) . . ) 


• • 

18 

28 

44 
29 
47 
15 
34 
9 
40 


1 

23 

22 

43 
16 
66 
1 

67 
40 
56 


. . . 
1 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 


1 
42 

50 

87 
45 

115 
16 

102 
49 
98 


479 

330 

571 
580 
673 
61 
627 
626 
368 


11- 4 
6-6 

6-56 

12- 89 
4-98 
3-81 
613 

12-77 
375 




264 


335 


6 


605 


4,215 




Total of Regulars and Vol- 


272 


388 


6 


666 


4,691 
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Major Mansfield) of the Corpi of Engineers, wrote 
fiiam Ague Ni^eva^ jMaieh 1st, a letter, from- which the 

following extracts are made : . 

^ Nothing could <exoeed the gallant bearing of our 
horse and dragoons, nor the hravevy and good conduct 
of the volunteers, as a body. Not a regular infantry 
soldier was in this fight. • • • • • 

If 1 had had hut one single full regiment of regu* 
Ian m reserve, we could have charged their hattery 
on our extreme left, and taken 4000 or 5000 pris* 
oners. As it was, we could^ only hold our own 
against such odds. 

^ It was a beautiful hatdei-«-*'Qo<r a mistake made 
the whole day ; but every man perfecdy exhausted at 
night Our loss about 264 killed, and 450 wounded ; 
the enemy's loss about 2500 in killed and wounded, 
and 40M missing.^* . / ' 
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ft. 

(See |iBf» US»y 

Met urn of MexUaxi Frisoners captured at the Battle 
^ of Buena VisUh February 22d and 23d^ IBiljOnd 
subseqtiently hraugkt in by the' Troops imder tjie 

Command of Major* Gemral Z, Taylor, 



c 



J3 

to 



c 

tt, 



1| 



3 



t8j 



M 



tl 
> 



85 

39 
133 



a. 



257 



1 

6\ 



(9 



106 

39 
149 



Ebmauu* 



Sent from Buena Vista, Feb. 
25, in charge of Captain 
Faulac, to Gen. Santa An- 
na, for exchange. 

Fit fur duty ^ cuuiiued at 

Wr'njul.'i!, and ill 
at ^altiilo. 



S. CHUBCHILL, 
Ciinp at Agoa Nuera, March 4, 1847« 




H. 

(Seepage IdO.) 

It will be observed that General Santa Anna claims 
to have faken two baimen from us, in one of the 
following lettois, end ^ three stands of qolois,*^ in the 
other. 
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^To 'Obhbrax. Doir Czbxaco Vasqukz. 

*' Agua Nueva, February 26, 1847. 

<^Mt bstbembd Friend: The haste wHh whieh I 
sent off the last express to the government hindered 

me from writing to you the news of the deeds of arms. 
We have fought- for two whole days. The enemy 
awaited us at a point called the Narrows. The battle 
of {he 2dd wad pardcularly bloody , on both sides ; but 
it was impossible to take the principal position of the 
enemy, which is another Thermopvl?T^, although we 
drove him from five po^ons^, imd took two banners 
ai)d three guns. The blood ran ufi torrents,' and it is 
calculated that both armies lost oOOO or 4000 men in 
killed and w oimded. Our bayonet charges resulted 
in the death of hundreds ; but the eneiby could not be 
completely routed, on account of the strong pontion 
he occupied. We gave him to understand that tlie 
Mexican soldier can fight bravely, breast to breast, 
and without being detenred, either by strength of po^» 
fiod, Of by brokenness of ground, or by hunger and 
thirst, which he suffered with heroic resigniitioii. The 
strength of the enemy was 9000 men and twenty-six 
pieces of artillery. - . y 

^We have to lament tiie death of Colonel Berra, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Anonos, and the commanders of 
battalions and squadrons, Luyanda, Rios, Pena, be- 
sides bther ofiic^. Geneial Lombardino, Colonel 
Brito, Colonel Rocha, General Angel Guzman, Lieu* 
tenant-Colonels Gallozo, Monterdeoca, Andrade, Jico^ 
teiQai, Ouijano, Basave, Ouate, and other ciiiels and 
officerst are wounded.. . , . 
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Io8t my bone by a gonsbot in one of the fixBt 
cbaiges. We aie destitute of necessaries for ihe 

wounded, and I therefore charge you to send on im- 
onediatdiy the. provisions in jour place, so that tbey 
mfty meet ' ibe aimy, which has dqpe its dutyi and 
■aved the honor of the niitioaal arms. , 
*♦ God and Liberty I . ■ 

SANTA XnN A." 

*^To His Ezczi^'BiicT, 1>. Bamok Aiukiai. 

" Agua Nueva, February 26, 1847. 
«^ My DEA& FfiiEKD : The hurry in whiph I wrote my 
kst Hitler prevented me from sending you a copy of 
my despatch to the gotermnent, and the general 

order issued to the troops on ilie held of battle. I 
now send it, and suppose the triumph of our arms haa 
been celebrated in your town* The want of suppliee, 
together with the dysentety, which broke out in the 
army, compelled me to listen to ilie opinions of the 
generals and chiefs of the anny» and regulate my 
opemtioDf^ accordingly. They unanimously deter- 
nuned that -the army ought to faU back on pointa 
where j^u|»iilie.s might be had. 1 have, therefore, 
determmed lo retire by way of Cedral, Vanegas, and 
Matahnaia, where I can establish a hoepital /or the 
wounded, who amount to more than 400, and also for 
the sick ; after which I will return and seek the ene- 
my, provided the government fiimishes the necessary 
resources. 

^Ihave informed the government to this eflbct, un* 

dui tlie present date. I here lake ooQi^ipn ig ^uitei 
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M aU the worid ihoidid knoir h, that the treaaon of a 

Batitie'Mezicaii prevented me fkom gaining a cofR^ 

plete vie lui} over our liuuders. A s< tidier Iruiii the 
xegunent oi ouirasaiexs, a native oi Saitillo, deserted 
firam J^Dcaixttckm, and infonaed CSenen^ Wool .of 
my approach. General Wool pieoipitately siraek hia 
can If), libLuidomiig a part of his ti-aiii, aiid aonie pro- 
visions) and .occupied the impregmible poaitioa of 
Angpatura, which it waa in^KMstble to ieduoe» doC- 
withatandiiig the gieat admntagc gained hy our troops, 
who took five of their posiiiuns, three stauds of colovsi^ 
and as many pieces of MiMss%* * ' 
''GodaodLibeff^rl / 



I. 

Gmral MiSon puUidied a letter in ihe-^^inde. 
pendiente,** in wideh, after defending htnaelf, he 

attempts to account for the disasters of the battle, 
and denies that the Mexican army waa aufienng ibr 
want <^ food. 

^ Sa^Lta Maria del Bio, April 10, 1S47. 

*^D£jibS»8-: * • * Hie nation will know, one 
day, what tbat waa which waa called, witbont ahameiy 

the victory of La Angostura ; it will know that h had 
hmve aoidiers, worthy to rival, in ardor and enthu- 
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'* ^ slasin, ihf; best ui' ;i iiy army whatever ; that it had in- 
trepid oliicers, who led iheui gallautiy to the coiiibat,— ^ 
bat that it had no. gBneral wha knew how to mak0m9 
of these' excellent matenak. Tike natba - wiU knoir 
that il, Oil thuise memoraijle fields, a true and splendid 
victory was not achieved, no one was to biaiji^ -hut 
him who was ofaorged .with leadusg the figvoe^rh^- 
cause .he did not know ^how to do it ' AoDoiding to 
the order of the attack, and w'wh a kjiowk dge of the 
positions occupied by the enemy, speaking in accoiti- 
ancie With the roles of art, wo ou^ lo have been 4ie^ 
feated. We were not^ because the valor of our tiob^ 

ovcrcariic all the' disaiU-rmtages wilii which \v(i had to 
struggie, Tiie battio ol* La Angostura was n ot h \ n ir but 
wiuncofmectedsuccessbn of flubiime individual deed^ , 
—partial attadoB of the several corps who entered tlie 
action. Their chiefs led them according to tlic di\^ers 
positions taken by the enemy, m consequence oiC the 
partial defeats which he su&iod; but there was no 
metkodbal directkiQ^lno gensval jegidaiad iattack, no 

plrm in which the effurts (A' the troops, acc(;r(hnf^ to 
J theix: class, wef e combined, Uiat did, or could, produce a, 

.vieCofy. Geoeii^ Saola Anna Mievesjlhsi^im 
duced to- the fighting of the troops of one aad^i^ oAm* 

party, w herever tbov lucul, uud liuwf'vcr they choost; ; 
General Banta Anna believes that a battle is no xnoce 

thairtlie shoc^ of me% #iih(iamii* liolse, shouts, «ad 
X sbotsv^ soft who ean^d' the most, esek sr hjft(dw9 

^ wav ; (Iriici-a! Sunta Anna ejinnot conceive how it 

^ hafipeas that a victory may be gaineiLoir#r an enemy 

^P^b«M^l9^ iMd . wsii nairjilBisrt mrtjwiippi^aiwyMlt 

3pens that a a. 
Miae wad.m ^ 
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that he has everywhere been routed, and he always 
will be, unless he should have the fortune to meet 
lirith one who has t)ie same ideas with himself in lela- 
tion to war. 

"But, leaving it to others to elucidate all that hap- 
. pened during this campaign of February, the very 
gmve faults committed- by the geneial who conducted 
it, and the fatal ^onsequenoes -which it immediately 
had, aiid which it ^v ili continue to have, on Ae-war in 
which we are engaged, i .shall confme myself to that 
which cpncems me. It is ^alse that I was not present 
at the rear-guard of the enemy during the battle of 
the 23d of February. I was not only present, but I suf- 
fered, with the whole brigade which I commanded, from 
the fire they kept en us. The whole city of Sal* 
tillo, in sight of which I was all dayvand the enemy 

himself,' will testify to it. We were so 

much present, that General Taylor ordered sLx pieces 
of artillerjr to open upon us at that point, and there 
were more than a thousand men engaged in observing 
my brigade, who took no part in the actioQ; — these 
lessened the force that Geiierai Santa Anna had to 
£ght^ I did not withdraw from there till nightfall, 
and when the battle had entirely ceased. I retired 
witiiiii view of the enemy's troops, who sallied from 
Saltillo, with four pieces of cannon, to engage us. 
The roughness of the ground,— wholly cut up by ai^ 
infimty of deep rayines, — rendered useless any atp 
tempt wliatever on the part of my cavalry. • • • • 

" Tke only reason^ the true cause, of ihis animosity 
of GeaeiEal Santa Anna lowwcds me, is, that I disap- 
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proved of Ins letlnng hem Md of Angostura, 

as is seen by my communications, numbered 4 and 
5. I believed then, and I believe now^ t^iti^tthe 
army which had left San Luis might have remuned 
at that pioint, atid completed ihe groat voik, which it 
had undcrtakeii, oi' liestroying tlic enemy. Many be- - 
lieve the mme as I do. It is false that there was ]v>t 
food or water* Tliere was every thing, — I mfeelf 
supplied General Santa Anna. I advised Mm repeat* . 
• edly of what I liad at my disposition, — beeves, com, 
flour, where I yras. 1 indicated to him the route hy^ 
whidfhe could move, without embarrassment, to- Sal* 
tillo, without scarcity of water, of forage for the horses, 
or of provisions for the troops. 1 had not less than 
700 beeves confined in an enclosure, all of which 
I ^led with him as' opportunity effvred. retire- 
ment was unjustifiable, ?ujii much more so from the 
manner in which ho undertook it, — in the midst of 
the darknieaB of night, -^«bsodoiuag, ii^out hecessiiy , 
huhdrdds of the unhappy wounded, and, in appear^ 
ance, much more like that of a fugitive, desirous of 
concealing from the eaeiiiy Jeleat, that he might 
not finish his destruetioa, than that of a general who . 
desired to take breething«time, but who could have 
obliged any that attempted to impede him to give 
way. . This is the onii/ and true ca^se ut my peis^. 
eutioii,<-*^tlwie is no o^Jtmti Geneoral ^kuita Aim 
properly supposed that I weuld not desist firam speakn 
ing, and telling the nation what had occurred on those 
days, and lie desired to prpveiu ki^ uaaprisonud 



«nd -cut me ctf finm ^rpoammioBti&Bu . jtts 
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desived, at the same time, to deprive me of my papen, 
in order to inake my viadieation impoarible; but I pre- 
cemd them, tha^dcs to my foresight, and ^1 answer, 
with dates, whatever charges they may bring against me. 
If there is any thing painful to me in this a£idr, it is 
that I am withdmwn fiom the Dront of the enemy, and 
deprived of file pnvilege erf shedding my blood for my 
country, to which I owe all, — my rank and my sub- 
sistence. This I ieei, — nothing else. May I he pei^ 
mitted to give my Mbi^ selrrieeiEi^ .to piy, in some 
manner, this sacred debt ; I will do it to merit my 
country's esteem ; and if I enjoy ^at, of no conse- 
quence to me is the hatied of mjr' enemies, whom I 
pity and despise. . j 



(See page 15d.) 

The follows ing extract of a letter, dated March 22, 
.1847, from the Secretory of War to Grenerai Soott, 
indicales ^ extreme solidtade which, was felt at 
Waslnngton, at General Taylor's critical condition; 

and^ also, the just appreciation which the Department 
of War ente^ined of the momentous consequences 
depending coi the batde : ' ^ 

•* The iiitbrmcition which has just reached us in the 
shape of rumors, as to the situation of General Tay- 
lor, and the forces linder his command, has eicited 
ihe most painfld appreliensions for. his safety. It is 
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. almost certain that Santa Anna has piedpitaled the 
large army he had collected at San Luis de Potosl 

upon General Taylor ; and it may be, that the General 
has not been able to maintain the advanced position he 
had seen fit to take at Agua Nueva, but has been 
obliged to fall back on Monterey. If is 'equally cer- 
tain, that a Mexican force lias been interposed between 
Monterey and the Rio Grande, and that it has inter- 
rupted the line of comtkiunication between the tm> 
places, and seized large supplies, which were on their 

way lu General Taylor's army. 

If the hostile force between the Bio Grande and 
General Taylor's army is as large as report repre* 
sents it, our troops now on that river may not be able 
to reestablish the line ; nor will it, puiiiaps, be possible 
to place a force there, sufficient for the purpose, in 
time to prevent disastrous consequences to our array, 
tm^# <M can he afforded from the troope vnder four 

immediate command. * . ■ ' 

i'Vom one to two thousand oi the new recrujits for 
the ten regiments; from this quarter, ^iil he on the 
way to the Brazos; in the course of three or four days. 

All the other forces will be directed to that point, uuJ 
eveiy « lii a t made to relieve General Taylor from his 
crtticai situation. You will have been fuUy apprized^ 
' before this can reach you^ of^the condition of things 
in the Valley of the Rio Grande, and at the head- 
quarters ot General Taylor ; and have taken, 1 truat, 
0uch measures as the UDpertance of the subject 
quires. I need not urge upon you the &tal eoiiie- 
'>i^^^quences which would result from any serious dis^ater 
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which might befall the army under General Taylor, 
nor do I doubt ^t you will do what is in'your power 
to avert such a calamity.** 

- K. 

These are the orders issued to the troops after the 
battle of Buena Vista : 

c^Head-QuartoBi Azmy of Ooeapatioii, 
Buena Vista, February 26» 1847. 

" Tlic commanding General has the grateCul task 
of congratulaiing the troops, upon the brilliant success 
which attended their arms in (he coQfiict of the 22d 
and S3d. Confident in their superiority, of numbers, 
and stimulated by the, presence of a distinfi^uished 
leader, the Mexican troops were yet repulsed in every 
efibrt to force our lines, and fioally withdrew, with im« 
mense Icbb, from the field. . ^ 

The General would express his obligations to the 
officers and men engaged, fer the cordial support 
which they rendered throughout U;ie action ; it. will be 
his* highest pride to bring to the notice of the govern- 
itient the conspicuous gallantry of particular officers 
and corps, whose unwavering steadiness more than 
once saved the fortunes of the day. He would also 
express his high satisfaction with the conduct of a 
small command left to hold Saltillo ; though not so se- 
riously enjraged as their comrades, their services were 
very important and efiicientiy. rendered. While be- 
stowing this just trSiute to die good conduct of the 
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troops, tike General deeply legiets to say that there 

were a lew exceptions. He trusts that those who 
fled ingloriously from Buena Vista, and ^ went to Sal- 
tillOf will seek an opportunity to retrieve their lepiita** 
tion, and to emulate the hravery of their comradee, 
who bore the brunt of the battle, and sustained, ;i.z;ut.^t 
feariui odds, the honor ul the liag. . The exultation of 
Buccesa ischeckeil by the heavy sacrifice of life which 
it has costf embracing many officers of -high rank 
and high merit. While tlie sympathies of a izrn:' I'ul 
couiiiry will be given tu the hereaved families and 
friends of those who nobly fetU their illustrious ex* 
'ample is^ilt remain for the benefit and admiratkm of 
the army. ^ . 

"By order of (j^eaeral Taylor. 

" W. W. S. BLISS, 

iiead-QiiaT+<*'''^ of the Arr.y f^f the TJ. S., 

Thel9eneraNui-Chief of the army has' received att» 

thentic information of a great and glorious victory, 
obtained by the arms of our coutury utiaer the sue* 
cessful Major-Genertd Taylor, at Buena YiM, Mtf 
Baltillo, on the 23d and 38d ultimo. The general 
suits were 4000 of the enemy killed and wounded, 
bgcLUi6i our ifjsa of 700 g^diiant meD« Ge&era^ Santa 
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Anna, on sustaining that overwhelming defeat, is known 
to have^ retreated upon San Louis de Potosi, and prol)- 
ably will not stop short of the capital. 

The Genezal*in-Chief imparts this glorious news to 
ihe army, that all* with him may participate in the joy 
that is now spreading itself throughout the breadth of 
our country. 

By oommaiid of ,|iilajor-GenenU Scott. 

' H. L. SpOTT, A.A.A»Q. 

No official report 19 yet received. 

WIXEIBLD SCOTT. 

Maich 17. 1847. 



* M. 

Wa^ DapAaniBMT, 

April 3, 1847. 

Sir : Your communications of the 24th aad ^th 
of February aM )be 1st of Maioh, amiouncing the 
brilIiant^«ucoes8 of the troope mider your command at 

Bucna Vista, against the forces oi" the enemy vastly 
superior in numbers, have been laid before the Presi- 
dent, and l^am instructed to convey, to you his high 
appredatkMn. of the distingiilBhed services rendered to 
the country by yourself and the officers and soldiers 
of your command pa that occasion; 

The victory aphieved at Buena Vista, while it adds 
' new glory to our arms, and -^furnishes new proofs of 
the valor and brave daring of our officers and sol- 
diers, will excite thoadmiraUoa and call forth the grati* 
tude of the nation. . 

15 

* 
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The single fact that 5000 of our troops, nearly 

all vuluiitcers, who, yielding to the impulse' of patriot- 
ism, had rallied to their country^s standard for a tem- 
poiary service, were brought into conflict with an army 
of 20,00P, mostly veteran soldiers, and not only stood 
and repulsed llic assaults of this numerous host, led 
by their most experienced general, but in a protracted 
battle of two days, won a glorious victory, is the most 
indubitable evidence of the consummate skill and gal- 
lant conduct of our officers and the devoted heroism 
of the troops under their command. It will ever be a 
proud distinction to have been in the memorable battle 
of Buena Vista. 

The general joy which the intelligence of this Suc- 
cess of our arms has spread tluough the land is min- 
gled with regret that it has been obtained at so great a 
price, that so many heroic men have fallen in that 
sanguuiary conflict.' They died In the intrepid dis* 
charge of a patriotic duty^ and will be honored and la« 
mented by a grateful natio/i. 

• . You wiii^cause this communicaticm tn be pubiished 
to the troops under your command. 

1 iiave the honor to he, 

Very ^respectfully, your nb't serv^t, . 

To Hajor<*Geaeril 2. Tatlob. . ^ 

to 

f * 
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On the 28th of January, Santa Anna issued this 
proclamation to his army, and directed that it should 
bie read at the head of every legiment, aad that a 
printed copy be furnished to each company. 

* 

MU ExceUcney the General-in- Chief of the Army of Opera- 
UoMo/iAe^fnihf io fUlimdarlUswmmand, 

*^CoiKPAiftOMi3 IN Aslis!' The operations of the 

enemy rcquij c of us to move precipitately on their 
principal Ime ; and we are about to do it. The inde- 
pendencie, the honori and the destinies -of the nation 
depend, in this movement, on your dedmon. ' ' 

** Soldiers I The entire world is observing us ; and 
it is obligatory on you- that your, deeds should be as 
heroie as they are' necessary, fiom, the netglect and 
abandonment with which you have been treated by 
those whose duty it is to succor you. Privations of 
all kinds await you but whea has want or penury 
weakened your spirit or debilitated your entbiusiasm t 
The Mexican soldier is well knowii for bis,frugah'ty 
and liis capability of sufTerancc. Never does he need 
magazmes of provisions when about to pass the des* 
ertB } but he 'has always had an eye to the resources 
and supplies of his enemy to admimstoff to bis own 
wants. To-day you commence your march, through 
a thinly-settled country, without supplies and ,with« 
out |xrovinmis; but. j^u may be assured iSbaX very 
quickly you will be in possession d those of your 
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enemy, and of his riclics ; and with them all your 
waiUb will be superabundantly remedied. 

My friends i We are about to open the campaign ; 
and who can tell \is how many days -of glofy await us ! 
What a perspective, so full of hope for our country ! 
What satisfaction will you feel, wlkeu you contemplate 
that you have saved our * independence J that you are 
the objects of admiration to the whole world, and that 
our own country will flftiower down blessings on your 
head ! O, when agaih in the bosoms of your fami- 
lies you shall relate^ your dangers and hardships suf- 
ferddf your combats and triimiphs over your daiing, 
presumptuous foe,— when you tell your ch^dien that 
you Iklvo given them their country a second time, — 
your jubilee will be complete ; and how insignificant 
will your eacrifices appear I 

^^Soldieni) Trust confidmgly in the deethiies of 
your country. The cause we sustain is holy, and never 
have we gone to the conflict with so much justice, for 
we are defending the« home of our f<»efathdrs and of 
our posterity,— our honor, — our holy religion, ^ our 
wives, — our children. What sacrifice is too great 
for objects so dear ? I/Ct our motto be, " To conquer or 
die." Lotus swear befovethe Eternal, that we will 
not rest one instant , until we completely wipe away 
from our soil the vain-glorious foreigner who has dared 
to pollute it witiL-his presence. No terms with him, 
— nothing for us but hercMsm slid grandeur* 

*'ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 
•* Head-Quarterg, in San I.uis Potosi, Jan. 27, 1847. 

^ " By order oi^m iiixceliency. 
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This is the order of march commencing the move- 
ment of the " LlBERAXlxNGr AKMr OF THE NoETH 

from San Luis de Potosi. " 

Qbnebaii 0&92&s» Jan. 26, 

Makub£ Bomsbo. 

Hi ad- Quarters \st Brigade, — Order ofma/reh of the Army, 

By geneial order, the General-ini-Ghicf commands 
that the haggage shall not be carried with the army, 
nor shall the soldiers take their knapsacks, but shall 

wear their dress of Russia duck, and over this their 
suit of cloth; they shall only take two shirts, four 
founds of cartridges) and two flints, including the one 
HI their guns; they shall carry nothing except their 
cooking utensils. All the officers and other persons 
shall march in their places, and, when bivouacking* 
shaii keep at the head- of their respectiTe commands. 

" On the OTth, the following piedes of artillery will 
mai-ch : Three 24's, three 16's, five 12's,and eight 8- 
pounders, and one howitzer, with ammunition corre- 
sponding to each; and also tbe-platforms for the large 
pieces; 600 boxes of mnsket-ammumtion, 18,000 
flints, and the remainder of the canister and grape of 
the three pieces, which were in Tula, — aii which 
will be placed in the twenty-one wagons contracted 
Ibr; and what 3 remains, on 450 mules, which the 
chief of the staii' will order to be delivered to the com- 
manding officer of artillery. The ammuuition of the 
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pieces above expressed will be escorted by themselves, 
and I?y the company of sappers and miners who be- 
long to the XBgiment of ei^gineers, and by the artil* 
lerists of the light bii^e, who will, take 'with them 
all Uic implements necessary for sapping and mining, 
in the wagons which the sappers have ; the sacks for 
filling with earth will be carried on mules, which wiU 
be furnished by the chief of the Btaff. 

« On Thursday, the 28th, the 5th brigade of infantry, 
under the command of Don Francisco Pacheco, will 
commence its march, sending ahead always^ the evenr 
ing previous^ an officer to procure. lodgings.and pre- 
pare rations for the troops.' ' ■ 

'* 0n Friday, the 29th,' the 1st and-2d brigades will 
march out in the same manner, under the orders of 
Don Bafael Gaicia Gonde ; these brigades will be con- 
sidered as united until further orders, and consequent- 
ly all the infantry is placed under tlic command of 
General of Brigade, Don Manuel Maria Lombardini. 

On &tufday, the^dOth, the 4th and eth brigades 
will march in like manner, under^ the command of 
Brigadier-General Don Luis Guzman. 

^^The medical staff having left in the hospitals of 
this city four junior surgeons, and only the necessaries 
for the servide, all tfie rest will march, apportioned 
among the different brigades, under the orders of the 
Medical Inspector-General, with all their medicines, 
and articles necessary ^r the campaign* 

** The General's staff and its chief will depart, after 
having advanced all the brigades and material of war, 
taking pardcular care that, after arriving at Matahuala, 
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the staff wiU be djstfilnited to each division, according 

to the necessities oftlie service. 

"All the military left in the city will know as their 
CkMOioaiider^-Chief the General of Bngcde9 l>Q]i Jiian 
Amador, under whose command tire the fortifications^ 
instruction, and disci])line of the troops, anfl likewise 
the defence of tlie city amd state, — he being the com- 
manding General. There will remain*in this city only 
those soldiers who are' incapable of doing service in 
the canipaijrn. And on the morning of the 29th, they, 
— ail the new recruits, — the sick, the weak, and un- 
armed, will he marched in and take possession of the 
different barracks ; tor it is ithe desire of the' President 
General-in-Chief, that onlv those soldiers should march 
wi)o are capable of performing the duties and bearing 
the fatigues and privations of war. / ' 

' " Each brigade' will leave in this city persons capa« 
blc of instructing their recruits ; aiiLi,tur the defence 
of the place, at least one captain, and subalterns in 
proportion to their respective numbers. 

The Geneml-in-Chief, Don Manuel Maria Lorn- 
bardini, will order that, by twelve o'clock, A. M., to- 
morrow, a list be made and delivered to the cliief of 
the staff; of all the baggage to be transported belonging 
to each and every corps. The artillery, engineer, 
quartermaster, and medical stafis wiii also comply 
with this orde'i*. 

" The chief of the staff will remit to each chief .of 
sectton instructions necessa^ for the march. . 

" Every o Ulcer belonging to this army, what^^sr 
may be his rank or tide, will read lo the troops undor 
his command the following order : 
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**lst. Any person who may desert }iLs flag shall 
suflTer dmth^ agreeably to article dTth, of the 2Bth De- 
cember, 1838. 

^ 2d. Any person who may be found half a league 

distant from this city, or from the camp, shall be COft« 
8id^,red guihy of the crime of deseriiou. 
By Older of his £3ccellency, 

«'SAIiAZAit» €bJbii0^ 

/ ^ ^ . . . ' ' . . . 

, This is the final order of march and geneial dW 
fKMitidn ^ the Vfeincan army on leaving La Encar- 
nacion for Agua Nueva. Many important discrepan- 
cies exist between it and Santa Annans Report, made 
out after the Battle of Buena l^istBt. ' . 

•* GSNB&A^ OiLDtllS OF THE 20th AND Tliii 21ST FeB, 1847. 

- ' • . .* * 

Gentrai OJhar of the Day-^'Dom •Eafabl Vabqvbs. 
; ^*Aide§ — Cai^ JovA Ma« Bbbmudea, axd Iiixux.-C!oi*. Doai 

• ^As^for UMHorrow — Don FiiAxcisco ]M£jia,- General 

Officer of the Day. 

Aides — CoL Don Cailos Brito, and Lieut-OoL Don Qr»> 

gorio BlatL 

«^ In the monung the army will continue its march, 
which win commence at eleven o'clock precisely, in 
the ibilowing order : 
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The 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4ih battalions of light infantry 
vill take the leftd« under the ordets of (j^eiiexal Am- 
podia, 80 that he may he able to avail himself of all 

advantages that the circumstances may require ; imme- 
diately after, the battalion of sappers ; and in its rear, 
and at the head: of the divisipa of infantry of the yan^ 
tmd&r the oitlers of General Facheco, will be placed 
the company of sharp-shooters, and three j)icccs of 
It) with their respective artillerists and reserve : as 
likewke the ampiunition^ composed of 100 roun^ahot 
and 100 grape for each pieee, and 80 ^bozea of iSim^ 
ket ammunition, each containing 9000 cartridges. 

Division of infantry of ihe ceuire, coromauded by 
Cienerai Manuel Ala. Lombardini,wili foUpw. 'At tbft 
head of this column t)lere will.be five ISVsl^ above 
named and ammunitioned, and also 80 boxes of mus- 
ket ammunition. ' 

• 

At the head of the divt^on<^ the rear, cominanded 
by General Qrtdgat there will - be five pieces of 8*9, 

supplied with men and ammunition as above, and also 
its 80 boxes ot musket aoununition, ^ach coutaining 
d600 cartndgea. . - ... 

^ Hieidivirioa of cavabr^f the rear will follow close- 
ly on the last of infantry, haviii j; at their head the bus- . 
sars, and in tiiek rear the general ammunition train, 
escorted 1^ the bri^e of hone artiUeiy ; ailer th@ 
ammunition'tiiiii, all the.camp foUowexs of aU vlasses^ 
with the baggage ul all kinds, laundresses, cooks, 
&c., — it being distinctly undui stood that no wonian 
will be allowed to . nouz with the colunuu Tkd ^hief^iip 
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charge of the commissar^' department is Dun Pedro 
Efinirel, who. is also in charge of the baggage traia. 
. . His Excellency^ the Geneial-in-Chief, furthermore 
orders that the difierent corps shall to-day receive 
from tlie commissary three days' rations,"* for the 21st, 
22d, and 23ci ; and that tliey require the necessary 
meat this aflemoon for the first meal to-morrow mom* 
ing, which the troops are directed to eat one hour 
before taking up ilic line of mareli ; and liie second will 
be taken in their haversacks, to be eaten in the night, 
wherever they may lialt ; this last will consist of meatt 
two biscuits, and half a cake of (pUoneUlo) brown 
sugar for each laaii ; for, on the night of liic 
there will be no ^es permitted, neither will signal 
be made by aoy military instrument of musiCf the 
movement at early ilaybreak on 'the morning of the 
22d having to be made in the most profound silence. 

"The troops will drink all the water they can before 
marching, and will take with them in their canteens, 
or other vessels, all they oan possibly carry ; they will 
economize the water all they can, for we shall encamp 
at night without water, and shall not arrive. at it until 
the following day. The chief of corps will pay nmck^ - 
> natchi much attention to this last instruction. 

*' Each mule belonging to tlie aramuuiUuii train, 
and the iiorses of officers, will receive two rations 
of eorn:, which they will take with them ; and these 
will be fed to them to-morrow night at dusk; and 

. * See the extract fh>tii Sants Anna's letter to the Minis- 
ter of War and Marine on page IJl, in which he says iiia 
^wroops had but one ration. 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



235 



"'' on the following morning, at daybreak, the horses' 
^iths will only be sl&ckened, and the mules will not 
be unharnessed while they are eating. The light 
brigade will likewise obey this order on the night of 
the 21st, only loosening their saddles a little. The 
hoises and mules will* all be taken to water before 
commencing the march. > . * - 

" Each division will take with it its rcspcctive medi- 
cal staff, hospital attendants, medicines, ^cc., as regu- 
lated by the Medical Inspector-General. 

The chaplain-ui-c!hief will provide each division 
with its chaplain. He will also, as to-morrow is a feast 
day, order mass to be said at six o'clock in front of the 
position occupied by the vanguard, at seven o'clock in 
front of the feentre^ at eight o^clock in front of the 
rear guard, and at nine o^clpck in front of the division 
of cavalry. 

" Greneral Don Francisco Pprez is ordered to be rec- 
ognized as second in command to General liombar- 
dini, and General Don Luis Guzman as second to 
General Ortega. 

^STo facilitate, the duties of the conductor-general 
of the baggage train, the cavalry of Celaya and all the 
presidial troops are hereby placed under his command. 

His Excellency, the General-in-Chief, recommends 
to every officer punctual compliance with, and obedi- 
ence to, each and every part of idiis, his general order. 
By ordur of his Excellency, 

«'HANU£L MICHELTOKENA, 

Chief of the GmercU ^tajf,** 
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The following is a list of the officers still in the 

Regular Army, who were engaged in the operations 
referred .to ijd the foregoing jmrrative. Their present 
rank is prefixed to their nameSy and they are placed 
in tlic position they now occupy, whether in the Sta|t 

or in the Line. * - 

aSHnBHAL oxnoBRS. 

«^ VLuoBrOisma ZAXMARY TAYLOR, 
^ Beeyet MAJoa-amoAX. JOHl^ WOOL. 



adjutant-general's DEPART3IENT. 

Brw0t lamUenant^Cokmel Willl^m W. S. Buss, 
Brevet Captain lavm HcDoitbll. ' 

-mSFECTOA-GENEBAL^S DKFABTMENT. 

■ 

Mreeet Bripadier'Genefal Stxvbstsb CKimcHiLL. 

QVABTBBMASTEa'S D£FARTM£NT. 

Brevet Mqjor Ebenssbb S. SimxT, 
Brevet Major William W. Chapm&H, 
Brevet Major Jamiis L. Donaldson. 

SITBSISTENCB OEPABTMEMT. 

Brevet M<yor Amos B. Eaton. 

• MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Smrgeon Piuhlbt H. Cbaio, 
AesUtmnt Surgeon Cbajklss M. HitohoOc% 
'^Auietant' Sursfeon I^omas C. Madison, 
Aeeietatti Surgeon Wiluam Lkvbvt, 
AeeUtoHt Swrgeim Ghatbon M. Pbbvost. 
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PAY D£PAETM«NT. 

Brmtt IJmiMmt'Oohiui Boose S. Htx^ 

X CORPS OP ENGINEERS. 

3< Brevet Cohncl Joseph K. V. Mansfiejj), 
Brevet Cajptain Hen&y W. Bj^ham* 

CORPS OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENOIKEBRS, 

Brwd Mqfor, Thomas B. LtmrASD, 
Cegstain Lorenzo SnaRSAVBSy 
.BywMe Ci^ptotfi JoHK Pops, 
BrwMl li# XtaifeiPiaftf William B. Phakkuk* 

Brevet 1st LieutenarU PfiANCis T. liiiiAN. 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Brevet Lieutenant' Colonel Henry K. Craig, 

Brevet let Ldeutenant Chablbs P. Kinqsbubt. 

LINfi. 

^ PIRST REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS.- 

Captain Enoch Steex, 
Captain Kobert II. Chilton, 
Captain Daniel H. Kucker, 
Captain James II. Carleton, 
let Lieutenant Abiuvham Bupord, 
1st Lieutenant Joseph H. Whittlesey, 

Lieutenant Saitosl B. Stubgis, ' 
7d Lieutenant Geobqb R Btaks., 

' SECOIiD E£GIM£JNT OF DEAGOONS* 

1^ Lwutenmvt Rbubbk F. CAMFBBtL» 
2d Lieutenani Newton C. Gmsmv 
2d Lieutenant Tkouab J, Wood. 
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FIRST KFj.IMENT OF ARTILLERY. 

Br€(Wk LUCIAN B. WEBSmy 

jAItBS H. PBBin3B8» 

\A LmOei^mt Jaxbb B. Biokbxtb» 
^ Ui lAeuteiumi laAAO Bowbn, 
Ui Litutenant Abnxr Doubi>bda<v. 

S£COND BEGISKENT OP ABTILLERT* 

Brevet Colonel Jem HmiaoB. ^ 

THIRD REGIMENT OP ARTILLERY. 

Brevet LUutenant-Cohncl Bbaxton Braoo, 
Bre9a lAmaenant:-Colonel Johjc M. WASHuravov, 
Brevet Mqpr Thomas W. SHEBimr* 
Brevet Me^ WitLUM H. Shoybb, 
Brevet Meffor Gso&gb H. Tsomas, 
. . Brevet Capt^n Jom F. EmoLDS^ 

POUBTH 'BEGIKBIIT OP ABTILLEBT. 

^ Brevet Mqjor IIobebt S. GAllNBTt, 
Brevet Major Jou^ P. J. O'Bbien, 
Brevet Captain Thomas L. Brknt, 
Ut Lieutenant Hexhy M. Whitino, 
Ut Lieutenant Daiuus Is. Couch. 

THIRD REGIMENT OF UiFANTRY, ' 

» Mqfer Jqbbbil H. Eatoit. 

PIFTH BE6IKEMT OP INPANTBT. 

Brevet Colonel Wiluam G. Bslxnap. 
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€)at^tx's ISim Catalogue. 



A NEW DsBOEipnvB Gatilooub of Harper 6c BROTif* 
nt' PvBucATioira ift now leady for distribution, and may 
be obtained gratnitotialy on appUoation to the Pablifibers 
penooally* or by letter, poet-paid. ^ 

The attention of gentlemen, in town or country, designing 
to form Libraries or enrich their literary collections, is re- 
spectfuUy invited to this Cataloj^e, which will be luimd to 
comprise a large proportion of tlie standard and most es- 
teemed works in English Literature — compretiending about 
TWO THOUSAND VOLUMES— wliich arc offered in most instan 
ces at leas than one half the cost of similar productions in 
England. 

To Librarians and others connected with GoUegeSt 
Schools, etc., who may not have access to a reliable guide 
in foiming the true estimate of literaiy productions, it is be-' 
lleved the inesent Catalogue will pioye especially valuable 
as a manual of reference. 

To prevent disappointment, it is suggested that, when- 
ever books can not be obtained through any bookseller or 
local ntrcnt, applications with remittance sl onld be ad 
dressed direct to the Publishers, which will be promptly at 
tended to. 
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HARPER'S NEW MISCELLANY 

OF 

POPULAR STEftLING LITEMTUKB, 

ft 

Boolct tliat ham an tiim «id memimg in them." 

Now in course of publication, a n<]\v and attractive library 
1)1 bieriing books, elegantly pnntt-d in duodtcuno, on fine 
paper, and bmtnd in extra muslin gilt, fxud for vermanent 
frttenaium. 

PRICE FIFTY CENTS A VOLUME. 

The cket^est Popv^Lar Seriea of Works yet Publuked. 

ZUemeuts of Morality and Polity. 

BY WILLIAM WHEWELL, 0,0,, 

▲UTKOK or "HlftTO&Y AKA PHILOSOPHY OW THB IITPUCTITB tOIBir 

CBS," &C. 

^ 2 vols. l2mo, Muslin, extra gilt, 81 00. 

Dr. WheAvell's ^vork ought to be read, because it can not be i«adwiUlOQl 
•dvantagu : the age require* Mch hookn.— London Athenaum. 
A text-book of simpto truths, from which, by indnetiaa, « complete «ys- 

tfm of morality is constructed, applicable to all the relations and circutn- 
Btaiices of life, aud embracinjf every department of human action. The 
leader who shall carefully study these Tolnmee— and a more inviting page, 
clear and legible, the eye does not often rest upon— will find hii Utxir mom 
than rewarded. — New York Commercial Advertiser. 

Profouor Whewe|]*t « Elements of Morality" have been universally re- 
ceived in England as a contribution of rare value tothedepar|ment of moral 

Snd political science. — Baltimore American. 

A splendid production by one of the most distingoished of the scientific 
men of the age. This is a book, not to be read nMTely, bat tobe le-perused 
and patiently stadted ; we have heard it pronounced by no mean critic tlie 
most complete and lucid work on ethical philosophy ever produced. We 
commend this work to ilio especial notice of thinkers and readers, toicliol* 
ars and schools generally, as a most admirable text-book. — Sun. 

, The style of the work, though simple, is extremely dear, strong, dod el- 
oquent. It is a book to be studud rather t]um euperfidally read, and oaa 
not fail to be of the very highr-st importaniM in inetmotiaf and dieeipUning 

the public luiud. — American Patnot. 

This is bejrond nil comparison the most complete, comprehensive, and lu- 
minous treatise on the important subjects it discusses, that is to be found 
in the language, and ite careful study is indispensable to every one who 
ipoiild obtain true and definite notions in regard to tlie principles of pablic 
and private morals. It is profoundly learned and philosophical, but the writ 
er thinks logipally and clearly, and is therefore at all times locid and ooacr 
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HARPKli'cJ NEW MISLiiLLANY 




in. 

The Philosophy of Mysterjr. 

BY WALTER COOPER D E N O Y. 

12mo, Muslin, extm gilt, 50 cents. 

This is 8 learn pd and rlabor»t« work, in whu h the writw gPM into tlw 

iiivr-.s!i!ratii>u <jf all the phonomenft of iiiiiid iii thf erriiiic operatiuds uiiJ 
j»haiiUia)«a of i^'hdst spcin^rfind »p<^ctrul hiilliicitKit ions, and auiu* U>g(ve Uitt 
true philoaophf oi' all such d<>lii;):>jLLs. lit; IS :i medical maa of CMpiMev* 
able eminence, and haa iparcd no pams in Ins rfi.searchcs, fpivinq' a pnrnt 
jitimhpr of fmctn aikl caaea to ilkiftrate his i-tiilosophy. The volume will be 
much sou£;iit for, as it is r*^:il'v ii ilo'SKlrrnt'jm m tlic world of litor>itiire. 
We.koowo^ no work Ott tUi» siiUjct t which iayetiio aaoe ju«tolaun to publ»e 
attention, or the etadyof the i^hily^ iphcr^-^ChruttmAdviKattaitdJournai, 

The volume iMfVire as is both instructive and amusing, and at this partie* 

vXiir tiini;, whoa ttu; cxtrctiies uf su jporsliliun fuid phiiusaphy linve shakea 
hatids. It Will bo likoly to (;ir(.-ct a:i uicuuccivable amount of ^ocnJ, if [>Top- 
erly studied, it is one of the most remarkable productions uf the day. and 
must create an c xtraonluiaty degree of intarastin the public in4nd>«-i|icf^ 
chaat^:t Magazine. 

It belongs to that class of writings which yon can take op and pot down 

at plca.suro, and which may u» Mibject<;(J to repealed readinq^s. Thr. work 
is ph;as:int, however, lu hpiie of thi!$ — plca:»uut beoauae of i6t faetSy its no* 
nit rons details <jf mystery, its vast <^oU@ction of aneedotO) its developmenta 
of diablr.ric, its lulmf^s fruin the .sj)i ritual world, and the many cases whicli 
it brings to^mher of thccuno;is and the woudtjrfnl m nature and art, wiitcii 
former a^jes, and i;^'iioratic(; and supcrstiunri, have concloded to consider fn« 
pcriiatur.'ii. Where &cir:noc and modt- rn spfculntion fiiriushthc soIuti<m to 
thu iu)!>icry, Mr. Dcmly couplus ic with the kULeiuenta, aad the buuk ia 
thna equally val^aUa Md aninataf.'-*Ckarletf<aii Trwuerift, 

IToro lies a rcrrmrkablft work ; beautiful in its style, and wondroiw in it» 
mau«r. The wurk u atnotiy pbiioeophiaiU m its tendency, yet mere amo^ 
lag than a novel.— 'TVwe Amtrie^ 

This is a book for the lovers of marvels and of xnysteries. It OOtilauis«n 

imjucnsc colleolion of anecdotes of spectral ajuinritiojis, of illusiims of vision 
or of Ijcaring, of ^.trikiiiLf phenonK^na exhibited in drranis, la insniiity, la 
trance, or in mairnfitigm, and ftiriiishes many very valuable lunts t<> ;iid m 
the soluiiou of these rayslcrics, by which so many have been beWLlder* d 
or affrighted. It ia wntteu lu a style of grciit ease aad elcgauce, iiuU cau 
not fail to find a very wide circle of wekmning reaiianu<^jll6MM. 

This unique and remarkable book has just been placed on our lablp ; wo 
know Jt3 rcnuiattuji of old; it u au admirablo disoauine on the aal^^-nt of 
avpematuraiisms, each aa raental Olnsions, drcrftms, ithoeta, mesawrio pW 

iionuna, &.c.. If any one will btit read the tirst half dox.tn paces, wc wi[] 
vouch for It ho will not npi,']cct the rrs^t t»f the volume : it is ou© *»f the 
written books on oiio of the most curious rant^o of topics that ooald eafago 
the pen of a writer, or th« atlrntion of a reader. It is, jii fm t, one of ibo 
nuist curious volumes ever pcrui^od, upon a st^rtok uf tha axosi Maguiaf stil^ 

jo(;t8, and, m this new mtd utat fafftt, it Will aowaMind a atuabar af 

Headers. — Sunday Times, 

'*The Philosophy of Mystery" is an exoeedinfiy ablo work; liHr baiter^ 
wa think, than the Natural Ma«1o>* of Brewster, a book of ideatiea] pn* 

pose, carried out m a totally diirtrtJjt way. The Natural Maific" is the 
more ruti^MuuMtivOf Mr« i^aUy's essay the atore poetioaL the 
^ and to na the nore interaatinf .^JMomI TVmN 
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OF POPULAR STSRLING LITBBATUEE. B 

IV. 

Tbib Idtb of Mosaits 

INOLUBING HIS CORREBPONDENCB. 
BY EDWARD HOLMES, 

AOTHOl OV A BAMBLl AMOIIO TBI HUSXCIAVS QW G1S1IAIIT»'* 

ISmo, Maslio, extra gilt, 50 cents. 

It ia written in a beautiful, namtivo style, and can not but be every 
wberc accepuble. To all who npprociato V.\3 extTaordinary g^eiuas of Mo- 
zurt, the dciicate •tructure uf his mind, the inoident« of hii lite, and hia ro* 
mantic death, thia volume will indeed be a. troaaUTO.— -Bot/on Cr«ael/f. 

It contains, in atlrlition to niurli of }iis iiilcvcstin? correspondence, and 
Other papers, a Ut'tailciJ acix>uut ufhis Lfe^ aUvciiturcs, and rise ixasuk arUiit, 
and a disorimiiiaiing sketch of bta character^ the p<.r!n]iartiies of which axe 
happily illijstruUnl by anocJutos. Muny thiii.<,'.s of linn, unknown cvon to 
ius atlmircrs, arc hero i^ivru to tho Wor!" and Lis bi(jLrr:ijihor, fully appro- 
0iattllgtho artist, lias yet, not like allatt^r^r, Init with true mdepe n deaCa^ 
apuken candjdly of the fault.s of the man. — Mtrchanfi- Mni^azinc. 

Of this farofamed life of Mozart it ia scarcei;|r necesaiarv for u» to say a 
word ; the foreifii reviewa have been ao nnanimoaa in their enoonuvoia. 

that wc sup{>ose few will be found insensible to the sslronjf inducement of 
ita peruaaiy eapecialij as the wt^lc tuay be obtsiued at the triHiog oust of 
half a dollar, and in ao beanttfnl a goiae. We have looked into the Uog^ 

rajihy but slightly, ytit find it redolent with interest, and fully fiustaininsf 
thu hi^h estimate plnced upon tho work by the London Athcnctum and 
Biachicood. If the Harp+Ts continue to fill their new library with Btcrling 
works like tho present, it will jiresfMit tbo most truly valuable series, yet 
the cheapest, ever attempted in any age or coxialry.— Evening Gazette. 

The only authentic biojn^phy of the ^at eompoaar that it extant in tha 

English language, and tlie events of his career arc replete with uscI'jI ad- 
monitiotts ami wajrutug to tiie aous of geuius, a^d they whisper to those 
whose present etaima are not allowed that there is a faturc full of prnmise. 
In his life Mo/art was ne[;Iected and impoverished, and ho went to his 

frave with more than tho biti^niess of dcalh crowding «u his ihoui,'hts, 
ut fame has taken possession of ins memory, and among' thoee who move 
as gods in musical art, few are ecpial to liim, nujio are sup&rior. This bi- 
iiffmphy possesses uM lutorcst for all who feel inlercslt'd in the great men 
m the earth. It is not only remarkably well written, but haa a complete- 
ness about it we have never Ibond bofote in any life ot Moxan.— Loinmto 
Journal. 

There ia svch a eharminthia narrative, that the lofvera of griodbio^phy 

can not hoar (jf it too eooti. We can not conceive a mora fascinating story 
of geuius. To a 8l>lo which would aioue have iiufiiced to tho proiluctioa 
of an interaattng and lUrlkini^ narrative, Mr. Holmes umies a depth of 
kiuiwlcd[;e and musical appreciation very rare and remarkable. Wc thank 
biio c4Anltai]y for a muvt ^ieauiig addiUou W uui sUuUard Uugraphical Ut- 
eratare.— £caanMr. ^ 
Tlie book 19 one of extraordinary interest, not merely to the lovers of 
masfe and approciatyrs of the great composer, but to the gvaeiml reader, ae 
a vivtd picture of tho life of a man of ^nins, who einoonnteied aiOl the iSf^ 
tkulues, trials, and sutlVrings usually ttie lot of ^lmuus when it comes be- 
fore a woiki incapable ai sppreeiating it, aod indiiferoat to ita welfare. The 
domestic portions rfthe book are invalnrfUe ; his retatioaa to hiafeither and 
his wife are very beautiful, Tlio work is admirably exot^uted, as wel! ia the 
acientitu: as aoeodotical |Mitaa|{;eef and ts worthy uf ilie w \ddet ti^Vf — 
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V. 

The Practical Astronomer: 

COMPRISING ILLUSTRATIONS OF LIGHT AND COLORS; 
PRACTICAL DESCRIPTIONS OP ALL KINDS OF TEL- 
ESCOPES, &C., WITH DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS OP 
THE EARL OP ROSSE's LARGE TELESCOPES, AND 
OTHER TOPICS CONNECTED WITH ASTRONOMY. 
BY THOMAS DICK, LL.D., 

4UTH0B OF THE "CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER," " CELESTIAL SCENSRY," 
**TUB SIDEREAL HEAVENS," &C. 

100 Engravings. 12mo, Muslin, extra gilt, 50 cents. 

The name of the distinguished author of this work ii a sufllcient pas*" 
port to public favor and a sure guarantee to its sterling value, and those 
who have read Dr. Dick's former works will need no recommendation of 
this book by us. He is not only an original and profound obsenrer of na- 
ture, but truly a most excellent CArt-f /tan philosopher, whose powers of in- 
tellect and expanded views of the character of the great Architect of the 
universe are so eminently calculated to direct the mind not alone to the 
grandeur, the magnificence, and sublimity of the laws and principles of 
the material world, bat to look through nature up to " Nature's God." U 
is truly a valuable work.— Farmer and Mechanic. 

The merits of this work are of the highest order; Dick is one of the 
profoundest and purest of modem philosophers.— Wcj/crn Continent. 

Here is the ninth volume presented by this gifted author to the public ; 
he aim of all of which has been to simplify sciences which before have 
been too often considered as every way above, and therefore unworthy of 
the attention of ordinary readers. It is specially addressed to private stu 
dents and the higher schools, and comprises a large amount of new and 
valuable matter connected with astronuiny, and pointing out wavs in which 
the more humble student can in the best way improve the advantages placed 
m his way. — Auburn Journal. 

Let not the inquisitive fear that the intricacies qf science or the techni- 
calities of language will obstruct the pleasure they will derive from the 
study of this book ; for the clearness of the author's style, and the elucida- 
tion of the one hundred engravings, render it within the scope and compre- 
hension of every intelligent student.— /m/u^<rtai Record. 

The copious use of engravings and of pictorialillustrations, together with 
the plain, popular explanations, render this book a truly practtca/ work. 
Dr. Dick is not only thoroughly scientific, but he knows well how to render 
his acquisitions available to the great body of common readers, by his ac- 
curalo method and clear descriptions. — Watchman. 

We have always been an admirer of tlic writings of this gentleman, aad 
popularity keeps on his side wherever he is known. He is a profound 
thinker and a devout Christian. His works all tend to illustrate the simple 
as well as the subhuiest principles of philosophy, and while they instruct, 
can not fail to enlighten. The present volume comprises illustrations of 
light and colors, practical descriptions of all kinds of telescopes, the use oif 
the equatorial-transit, circular, and other astronomical instruments, and 
other topics connected with astronomy. It is illustrated by 100 engrav- 
ings, and will be found a most valuable book for all classes, but particularly 
as a work of inslruGtiun for yoMih.—iUusirulcd Miigazine. 
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VI., VIL 

The Xdfe of Paul Jones. 

BY ALEXANDER SLIDELL MACKENZIE, U.S. N. 

2 vols. 12mo, Portrait, Muslin, extra gilt, 31 00. 

Tlie history of the naval adventures and victories of Paul Jones forms ona 
of the roost romantic chapters in the record of great deeds, and can not fai) 
to attract general and ardent attention, since it relates to the very beginning 
of the American nnvy.— Commercial Advertiser. 

The various biographies of Paul Jones now extant have been carefully 
searched by Mr. Mackenzie ; as also the log books of Jones's various cruiz- 
es and papers in possession of his heirs, with a view to procure a full and 
authentic collection of facts and incidents for the present work. Thus in> 
dustriously compiled and stored, and that by an able hand, this edition must 
necessarily, as it docs, possess considerable merit. — Philadelphia Chronicle 

Paul Jones will always be regarded as one of the most daring and gallant 
heroes who ever made the ocean the theater of their exploits. Such a 
name can never be forgotten by Americans, nor can the services which ho 
rendered to the cause of American liberty, in its infant struggles, ever pass 
into oblivion. No better biographer for such a character could have been 
found than Captain Mackenzie. Familiar with all the details of seaman* 
ship, possessing the same bold patriotism which made the career of his hero 
so illustrious, and being an accomplished and vigorous writer, he has given 
us a most admirable biography. — Courier and Enquirer. 

This is a capital American biography, of an American naval hero, scarcely 
less renowned and no lets gallant and gifted with an heroic spirit than Nel- 
son, the great British admiral. There is scarcely a more stirring life in 
the whole compass of literature than that of Jones ; and the important part 
he played in giving force and almost life itself to the American navy, then 
in its earliest infancy, renders his history peculiarly interesting and attract* 
ive. No man certainly ever performed more gallant exploits, and few have 
rendered more important service to the cause of freedom than he. Many 
of his acti(ms for bravery, skill, and the performance of almost incrodiblo 
deeds, by apparently the most inadequate means, are scarcely rivalled by 
any thing in the records of naval history. His life should be familiar to 
American readers; and in the elegant, forcible, and graphic style of Com- 
mander Mackenzie it can not fail to be universally read. — True Sun. 

We are glad to see the life of this celebrated man by one competent to 
write it. His adventures border so much on the marvelous that one is glad 
to be sure of reading only what is authentic, and that written in a stylo and 
language becoming the subject. There is a good moral lesson conveyed in 
this life of Paul Jones. — Christian Advocate and Journal. 

The name and achievements of Paul Jones are indissolubly connected 
with American history ; and his renowned deeds, which made him the ter- 
ror of the coast of Britain, are among the most romantic in the annals of 
naval warfare, and impart to this work the highest interest. This is tho 
most complete and authentic biography of Commodore Jones ever published, 
as all accessible materials have been collected, and arc used by Commander 
Mackenzie with tho ability and tact which he possesses as an accomplished 
scholar and an oflicer, accomplishments which peculiarly qualify him to 
write naval biography. A fme portrait of this true naval hero will be found 
in the first volume. — Baltimore American. 

We have read it with some care, and compared it with other biographies, 
and think it preatly superior to any yet published. It contains a full nar- 
rative of all the important events in .Jones's eventful career, and yet is las 
voluminous than previous works. — Highland Courier. 
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The Ascent of Mount Ararat, 

(ACHIEVED FOB THB FIRST TIME). 

BY DR. FRIEDRICH PARROT. 

TRANSLATED BY W. D. COOLEY. 

12ino, Map and A\'ood-cuts, Muslin, extra ^ilt, 50 cents. 

Thia it a matt interesting book, both in its description of the country and 
Inhsbitaiita of Cratral Aaia, and in ita connection with tho romarkable erent 
of (»ur world — the Flood. Mount Ararat, which was asccntled by M. Par- 
rot, must ever jpossess to the Biblical reader most intense interest, as the 
iMtiof placo 01 tho uk altor tho vaimnl de1ag»«r^Pilf*tar^ CkrmUU. 

A work destined, from the intrinsic interest of the subject, and the full- 
ness of detail which is spread before the reader, to a very vide circulation. 
The idea of ascending Monnt Ararat seems to have rfeen with the trareler 
to a passion; previous travelers had nover accomplished it ; the natives of 
the region looked upon it as impossible; their superstition regarded the 
inaeoenible aammit the myetnioiM teitlnifr plaee of the ark to this day. 
How Dr. Parrot approached the region, what ;s I vontures ho met with by 
the wajr, what manners and customs he witnessed, how he twice essayed 
4o reach the sacred peak and turned back, md how on a third attempt he 
■ccoraplished the feat through diflicultics the recital of which has led sci- 
entific men still to doubt if the ascent were really performed — may all be 
read in this compact Tolvme, illustrated by mpeaadeBgrBvinfiy with etwy 
aid to the reader's comprehension. — News. 

Hardly a eubject could have been selected more itirring in its character 
than ** A Journey to Ararat.'* Held in eqnal ▼eneration by Jew, Christiafi, 

and MolKiiiiiiit dan. .'tiul rt'irarded with superstitious feelings even by the pi^ 
gan, that mountain has always emoyed a degree of celebrity denied tu any 
Other. Sinai, and Hoieb, and Tabor may have excited holier musings ; bat 
Ararat '* the mysti rioiiN" — Ararat, which human foot had nf)t trod aftrr the 
restorer of our race, and which) in the popular uptuion, no human foot would 
be permitted to tread tiU the consummation of aU thing!— Ararat the holy, 
which winged rhoruliini protected against the racrilegions approach of mor- 
tals, and which patriarchs only were permitted to revisit, appeared in many 
feepeete m oiqeet of cnrioeitr m niuqiM m it wtf wA^mgn— L M i t m ulffte- 
nctum. 

It is a highly entertaining work, embodying much historical, geographi- 
cal. and scientifie information, and eooTeying a Itinwledge of the eharaeter, 

habits, :uid manners of the people among whom the author traveled. The 
aacent of Mount Ararat is so very difficult that many persons have doubted 
whether the fisat was accomplished by Dr. Fkrrot, bnt hie aeknowledired 
integrity ought to plarn his claims in this rrsjx ct al>ovo 8Usj)irion. The 
lovers of ho\(i adventure will find in this volume much to gratify their pe- 
culiar taste, and the general nader can hardly fail to be pMMuea with it^* 
New York Tribune. 

This volume has claims upon the public, as a ecientific and truly valuable 
work, which hare been posseie cd by few othera. It is, in fhet, the eon* 

diMsi d narrative of an exploring expedition sent out I'V tVn' Russirm cor- 
ernment mto the region about Mount Ararat, a region which possesses 
more interest for eeientifio men, perhape, than any oAer Uk tne world 

which has been so little explored. — New York Courier. 

It roads metre like the travels of Von Humboldt than any book we have 
lately read. The writer is a man of science and observation, and the book 
w« nooBUMMl to the pBUio.<— ibe«fli Cmuur, 
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IX. 

Remarkable Criminal Trials. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN OF FEUERBACH, 

BT LADY DUFF GORDON. 

12ino, Maslin, extra gilt, 50 cents. 

A book of thrilling intoiett ; one that caa not fail to be lead with avid- 

itj. — Neto York Courier. 

This work abound* with unfalar cases of criminal jurispraderice in Bn- 
Taria, of the most attoandinir *wl thrilling interest, the details of which are 
of rtiiirirkrihle character, and differ essentially from those hitherto familiar 
to the public ia England or this countiy. They are fully equal, in their 
abiorbinf intemt, to any thing in the famout " Causes Celebfes** of France ; 
and, perhaps, for their unique and strikiii:^ fentures, are lUWKOeUed by any 
delineatiuns of crime elsewhere on reconJ. — True Sun. 

Public attention was first drawn to this work by an able and interesting 
article in the Bdinbvrgh Reriew. Th^aie all narratives of manrelous in- 
teieal— more strange and wonderful? many of them, than any work of fic- 
tion, and giving: to the reader a clear view of the nature and pecuharities 
of the erinunaljariqinidenoe of Gennan7.r— iV. y. CoMNMreioi AdMfttMT. 

Irs illustration of the many curious customs of German criminal jurispru- 
dence will be sufficiently startling to the English reader ; but, apart from 
this, the extraordinary subtle discrimination thrown into the narrative of 
ericli particular crime gives to the volume, as a mere story book, the intel- 
lectual interest, the passion, and all the rich and various coloring of a phil- 
osophical romance. The translation is excellent, and a judicious compres* 
•ion of the orif,'-inal h;i.s adtlfd miich to the effect. — London Examiner, 

The narratives abound with thrilling interest, setting forth the constant 
recurrence of crime, detection, and panfshment, in wmch the attention of 

the reader is roused by the novelly of the sronc, and rewarded by the li^ht 
thrown \iiK)n the darkest j^rtion of human nature. — Xcw Bedford Mercury, 

This work has been so highly extolled by the Edinburgh Foreign Quar« 
terly and other reviews, that not much need be said of its character and 

clutms to public notice. It presents some of the most remarkable stories nf 
horrible crimes and their exposure we have ever met, and gives a very clear 
and vivid conception of the peculiarities of Geman criminal jurisprudence, 
.t is a book which will be universally read, as one of the most thrilling and 
absorbing interest. The translator has given in the preface a very good 
account of the criminal l iw of Ccimany, and has selected only those jnif- 
tions of the original work which will have the greatest value and interest. 
— Jftrror. 

This book is of an entirely different character from worke of a similar title 

\hr\t have hitherto appeared. It contains an account of fourteen trials for 
murder in Germany, and the object of it is to show the. peculiar mode uf 
trial inatitnted by the Bavarian code.i~£MMM^ Oasett*. 

The records of crime are ndf usually a profitable kind of reading. The 
contagion of the example is generally greater than the warning of the fate 
of the criminal ; and many a villain has been made by the very means taken 
to keep him from crime. But as much depends on the manner of the nat» 
rative, and as it is possible to extract some of the gravest lessons of virton 
and wiadom from the misdeeds of others, it gives ns pleasnrs to state that 
the present work is unexceptionable in this respect, while the cases ])onsosP 
extraordinary interest, and are replete with instruction. They afford mudli 
insi|rht of human motives, and teach impressive lessons of the retributim 
^nstice of Providenoe, and the misery aod evil of sin.«BtMtoa{ Rif M l m y 
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COUNTRIES VISITED DURING THE VOYAGE OF il, 
M. S. BEAGLE ROUND THE WORLD. 

BY CHARLES DARWIN, M.A., F.B.8. 

2 vols. l2mo, Muslin, extra gilt, 91 00. 

Tnis is aiioiher most valuriblc ronlribulion to the cause of popular cduca- 
<toA, issued in Hurper's New Miscellany; a series that bids fiiir tu surpass 
•ven their Family Library in the nerlinff exeellenee and ]mpalarity of the 
works which it renders arressi!)le to all rlassps of the community. The 
work couiains, in a condensed and pojiuhiri/ed Turin, the results of tho Brit- 
ish Exploring' Expedition, which Mr. Dar\Tiii aeoonpaBiml at the special 
instance of the lords of the Admiralty. The voyage consumed several 
years, and was performed ut a very hcnvy expense on the part of the Brit- 
ish government. Yet here we baf^ fis most inmortant results, divested «*| 
all scientiric technicalities, and presented in a form at once attractive and 
accnrate. The work w entitled to secure a very wide circulation. It con- 
tains an immense amount of information condeming the natural history of 
khe whole world, and is superior, in point of interest ipd value, to a^y simi- 
lar work erer published.— JVew York TYue Sun, 

A work very neatly issued, andf lUs thk intereit of a leading snbjert wU 

developed, the unfailing secret of j>rf)<laring abook nf character. In the 
present slate of the world, when new countrlM are opening every day to 
the great conqueror, Commerce, such piiUieations are of nnvsnal import- 
ance. Perhaps no information, just now, can l>e of more coiiscf|iicnre to ns 
than that which puts us in possession of the movemeuLs of English Uiscov- 
•ly.— JVeiit. 

This is a most valunhle and a most interesting work ; one which com- 
Unoi true scientific worth with the graces of style suited to render it pop- 
ular, better than almost any similar work which has recently eome under 

our notice. The voyage of the Beagle was, in truth, a scientific exploring 
expedition; and Mr. Darwin accompanied it at the special request of the 
lords of the Admiralty. Its results have been published in several very 
elaborate, extensive, and costly volumes in England ; but as these were en 
tircly beyond the reach of the great mass of the reading public, Mr. Dar- 
win prepared these volumes, in which all the important YMVltS of the e>> 
pedition arc fully, clearly, and distinctly pres»»nted, interwoven with a most 
entertaining narrative of personal incident and adventure. — N. Y. Courier, 

This is a woric of rehiafkable interest andValne. The an'thor, in cirenm- 

navigating the world, under commission of llie British government, for sci- 
entific and exploring purposes, visited nearly every country on the globe, 
and preserved in this brief, simple, bnt beaattfnl narrative all the singular 
facts of a scientific, social, or geographical nature which are of general in- 
terest. The amount of information condensed in these volumes is incred- 
ible; and the skill witk vHuch the useful and interesting is selected from 
that which is unimportant or well known is admirable. We admire the 
style, the straightforward sincerity of the writer, the apparent candor, and 
the erudite research which he uniformly exhibits. Without one quarter 
of the bo 'k or pretension of our famons exploring expedition, the present 
work is hardly inferior to it in value and interest. This series is gaining a 



fine character, of whieh we hope the pvblishen win 
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